1998 High School Wrestling

Forecast 27th Annual Edition

DIVISION II

103#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: BRANDON HAYES (RAVENNA) 

TOP CONTENDERS

2. Rooney (Walsh Jesuit)

3. Laughlin (Canton South)

4. West (Clyde)

5. Carey (Columbus DeSales)

6. Wooten (Graham)

7. White (West Holmes)

8. Young (Ashtabula Harbor)

9. Kostko (Bryan)

10. Kohlemain (Jefferson)

11. Cook (Lake Catholic)

12. Blankenship (Bucyrus)

13. Finn (Perkins)

14 Ashworth (Bellbrook)

15. Blackcloud (Dover)

16. Triscaro (Kenston)

17. Wimmers (Marysville)

18. Severt (Cambridge)

19. Manning (Valley View)

20. Gilbert (Teays Valley)

21. Sell (Louisville)

22. Marin (Benedictine)

23. Smith (Wilmington)

24. Williams (Claymont)

25. Kasler (Circleville)

26. Cronkleton (Benjamin Logan) 

27. Bowersock (Beaver Local)

Hayes was fifth at this weight class last year losing in the semi-finals to two-time state champ Shawn Adkins. He was the only state competitor that made Adkins go the full six minutes. This year he has won at Solon, Medina and the WRC and looks to be a cut above the rest of this weight class. He is a large 103 pounder with excellent skills and good quickness, and the ability to pin -- a solid favorite here.

The Firestone District is by far the strongest in the state. Rooney has been making enormous strides including an overtime loss for second at the CIT. He also should be away from Hayes at the state level. The feisty Laughlin is also right there and can score from any position on the mat. A small 103 pounder last year, he has grown into this weight class and has upset potential versus anyone here. Since he and Hayes exit from the same sectional he could be in the other half bracket at both district and states. Young, a senior, lost an overtime battle for a ticket to Wright State last year at this district. He prefers a down-tempo bout -- keeping the score close and squeaking out narrow victories. In his three district wins last year, he scored a total of 10 points. Two other seniors, Cook and Kohlemain will be the top contenders for the last spot, but Triscaro and Sell will also be in the hunt. Watch out for Marin who could have upset potential here.

The other relatively strong district is at Galion. West has had a tremendous year winning over Wooten at Clyde and defeating Kohlemain to win at Southview. His only loss was a first week Edison final loss to Pressler. Carey lost 13 bouts last year, but was a state qualifier and won a consolation bout at that level. He defaulted to sixth at the CIT, but nipped Laughlin 13-12 to win the Top Gun. Kostko is probably third best here, but he has not seen the level of competition much of the rest of this field has endured. Blankenship is solid, but somebody to be wary of is Finn. He has taken some "hard lumps" this year, but he continues to improve. Wimmers, Gilbert and Rowland (Bellevue) are other possibilities with Long (Paulding) and Sharples (Oak Harbor) yet another half-step behind.

State qualifier White should dominate at Miami Trace. He was second at the Gorman and won handily at Madison and Smithville. It should be real battle for the last two spots with those listed augmented by Barker (Maysville) and Wheatley (Cambridge) as the top contenders. Except for White, it's difficult to see the other two qualifiers, whoever they are, having placement chances at Wright State.

Much of the same pattern holds at Wilmington, too - one clear front runner and a plethora of possible candidates. Tops here is the excellent freshman Wooten. He easily won at Graham and was second at Clyde and third at the Top Gun, and only two tough losses kept him from placing at the MIT. He should cruise through this district and get a good draw at the state level. He is definite place material. There is a huge drop off after Wooten with absolutely no one exhibiting exceptional skill. Any of a dozen competitors could grab a state berth.

112#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: RYAN SIMMONS (LAKE CATHOLIC) 

TOP CONTENDERS

2. Hodermarsky (Olmsted Falls) 

3. Pusateri (Columbus DeSales) 

4. Quick (Perkins)

5. Romano (Walsh Jesuit)

6. Brooks (Twinsburg)

7. Brock (Taylor)

8. Morris (Carlisle)

9. Machnics (Kenston)

10. Smith (Cambridge)

11. Townsley (Clyde)

12. Kemble (Ravenna Southeast) 

13. Spellman (Canfield)


14. Moore (Wauseon)

15. Clemens (Paulding)

16. Betzko (Miami Trace) 

17. Trostel (Graham)

18. Rogers (Purcell)

19. Taylor (Carrollton)

20. Sheffield (Loveland) 

21. Hall (Indian Creek)

22. Durham (Swanton)

23. Deleon (Maysville)

24. Thompson (Teays Valley) 

25. McClintock (Galion)

Generally 112# is a very strong weight class with a heavy infusion of excellent 1 03s from the previous year, and some solid returning juniors and seniors. That is not true this year and it provides a great opportunity for any of a half dozen competitors to have a hot weekend and win it all. However, a clear choice as favorite has to be the senior Ryan Simmons who has been third the last two years. Injured virtually the entire year, he came back to win the CIT and has lost only to Division I choice Jayne. My only concern is his ability to score should he fall behind. In four of his five state wins last year he scored three or fewer points and his only loss was 2-1. He has more firepower than that.

Again, most of the real depth is at Firestone. Simmons will be joined by the excellent Hodermarsky - just down from 119#. He has wrestled a rugged schedule and should do well here. The excellent freshman Romano was second at the CIT losing only to Simmons, and that by only two points, 4-2. He has really progressed and definitely has state placement potential. Brooks looked sensational in winning at Solon and Hudson, but has not done as well in recent weeks. He may be struggling to meet 112# on a weekly basis and so his respite at 119#, while not as successful in terms of wins, may be beneficial in the long run. Machnics and Kemble are solid, while Spellman, upset winner over Division I placer Saley at the Dies, may be a wild card here. Other depth will be provided by Krakowski (Padua), Hussein (Orange) and Kibler (Highland).

Quick had been undefeated until he was drubbed by the freshman Drew Opfer at the SBC Duals. He should rebound from that setback and heads up a very representative district. His big wins at Tiffin, Galion and S1. John testify to potential state placement. Pusateri is the big unknown. He had certified at 112# and if he can wrestle effectively here it will be a big boost for DeSales team chances - not only because it will give him a major opportunity to do well here, but it puts Barnett arid Pilkington at optimal classes. Already a state qualifier, Pusateri was third at the CIT at 119#, but did not place at the brutal Top Gun. Townsley, Moore and state qualifier Clemens are the leaders for the last three spots.

I'm not seeing a whole lot at Miami Trace. State qualifier Smith returns up one weight class, but was only third at the OVAC, but did win at Barnesville. Former state qualifiers Taylor and Betzko should have the inside track for the other two state berths, but people like Hall or DeLeon will challenge. Other possibilities are Sustik (Buckeye Local), Saunders (Steubenville), Ramsey (Edison Local) and Ratliff (New Lexington).

State qualifier Brock heads the WIlmington district. He as a strong second at the SWOCA to Heggood and that is his only loss this year. He has an energetic style and that should propel him to potential state placement. Last year he lost a 9-8 first round state bout to Smith, but I believe he has moved ahead of him. Brock defeated Morris in the sectional last year, but both qualified for Wright State and Morris made it to the quarter-finals with a first round win. That same ordering should hold true with Morris also having low place potential. It should be a real dogfight for that last berth - Trostel, Rogers and Sheffield all in the hunt. Houghton (Dayton Northridge) also must be accorded some chances here.

119#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: NATE DAUGHERTY (WALSH JESUIT) 

TOP CONTENDERS

2. Jennings (Clyde)

3. Ray (Hamilton Ross) 

4. Toukonen (Claymont)

5. Creech (Milton Union)

6. Ball (Watkins Memorial)

7. Barnett (Columbus DeSales) 

8. Leng (Medina Highland)

9. Hickman (Alter)

10. Smith (Copley)

11. Michalek (Twinsburg)

12. Wright (Tri-Valley)

13. Vaill (Norton)

14. Carder  (Maysville) 

15. Robbins (Olentangy) 

16. Kramer (Crestwood) 

17. Waddington (Bellevue) 

18. Kirven (Triway)

19. Estrada (Wauseon) 

20. Metcalf (Padua)

21. Hiles (Licking Valley) 

22. Dillon (St. Clairsville) 

23. Pfaff (Olmsted Falls)

24. Black (Miami Trace) 

25. Leggett (Clermont NE)

Each year after I write this report (and it is being printed), I assign a probability of winning to each of my 42 individual selections. Most of the time it is over 50% (I'm very confident before sectionals), but occasionally it can fall as low as 20% or 25%. My guess, as I write this, that it's more likely to be at about an all-time low of 10-15%.

That's because there just doesn't seem to be any reasonable way to differentiate between 11 or 12 wrestlers, any of whom have roughly equal chances of winning. Clearly, the pairings will have an enormous influence and assuredly one or two of this large group will have a hot hand the second weekend in March. The problem at hand is identifying who that competitor will be. With two returning state runners-up at this class it would seem to be somewhat easy, but it doesn't work out that way.

Let's look at Firestone. Daugherty, second at 112#, seems to follow a pattern of starting slow and finishing very strong. He was second in his sectional and fourth in his district before wrestling brilliantly at Wright State. His monumental upset of Holmes in the semi-finals had to be one of Bill Barger's most enduring memories of the 1997 tournament despite having five other champions. Daugherty was second at the CIT to Boyd (who Creech has defeated) and second at the Top Gun at 125# to Maehl. Leng is a very short, very powerful 119# who has strong upset potential against anyone. He was second at the MIT at 125#. Smith, Michalek and Vaill all have major tournament wins and on a very hot weekend winning or placing very high at Wright State. Kramer upset state runner-up Toukonen at the Top Gun and finished sixth at a very tough weight class. Metcalf and Pfaff have a wealth of experience, but may not have the firepower to match up with the top boys. Linich (University School), Moody (Buckeye), Dunfee (Ravenna Southeast) and Miller (Lake Catholic) are other possibilities at this crowded district.

The lightning quick Jennings heads a stellar field at Galion. A state ~ quarter-finalist last year, he was injured against eventual champ Tompkins and had to default his last two bouts. He missed much of the year, but won handily at Clyde and seems positioned as a possible finalist. Ball, too, was a quarter-finalist who ended one consolation bout from placing. He was fifth at the Top Gun -losing only to McBurney and Peretti. He is great in the top position and very tough when given a lead. Barnett is the unknown at this weight class. A superb young freshman, he has been at 125# all year and performed extremely well. At the Top Gun he defeated state placers Haimerl and Abbuhl to finish third, and defaulted to fourth place at the CIT. At this lower weight he could be very, very tough. State qualifier Robbins, Waddington and Estrada are next best here, but they don't match up well with the top trio.

It's strictly a three-man show at Wilmington, all of whom have sparkling credentials. Ray was fourth at 112#, while Creech won two bouts at Wright State and lost in OT to Ray in their state placement bout. Hickman was a state semi-finalist at 103# before losing to Toukonen and falling to sixth. This year Creech won the mammoth GMVWA over two-time state place winner Boyd and is undefeated. Ray was second at the MIT losing to state champion McBurney in the finals for his only loss. Hickman, after a great early season, struggled at the CIT at 125# losing big time to Barnett and failing to place. He may be better placed here at 119#.

Toukonen is jumping two weight classes and that is often difficult. Last year he defeated eventual Division I state champ McBurney at the Top Gun and then placed second to the virtually unbeatable Adkins at Wright State. He did so by winning two early bouts one on a tie breaker and the other 1-0 controlling each bout with his size. At 119# he dominated at Barnesville, but lost two close bouts at the Top Gun. State qualifiers Wright and Carder are the other two choices at this district, with Black, Dillion and Wood (Jackson) as other possibilities.

125#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: KEVIN MAEHL (OLENTANGY)

TOP CONTENDERS

2. Spencer (Edison Local)

3. Cooper (Buckeye)

4. Stacy (Indian Creek)

5. Abbuhl (Claymont)

6. Gucciardo (Kenston)

7. Z. Baker (West Holmes)

8. Helton (Norwalk)

9. Allen (Springfield Shawnee)

10. Horne (Hillsboro)

11. Adcock (Elida)

12. White (Hubbard)

13. Trivisonno (Lake Catholic)

14. Noftz (Clyde)

15. Sheffield (Loveland)

16. Worley (Big Walnut) 

17. Dunfee (Ravenna)

18. Hopkins (Coventry)

19. Hoffman (Milton Union) 

20. Rea (Salem)

21. Friedt (Teays Valley) 

22. Hathy (Conneaut)

23. Melvin (Dayton Christian) 

24. Schumacher (Shelby) 

25. Errett (Graham)

This would seem to be a four-cornered contest for the state title. I never anticipated seeing defending state champion Maehl at this class, and he has to be one of the biggest 125s in the state. Last year he was a surprise winner (at least to me) after finishing second in his district. He controlled his first three bouts and then slowed down the pace in defeating Burns 3-2 for the title. His match with Burns was one I found exceedingly well managed. He is undefeated this year and he crushed an excellent field at the Top Gun blasting both Daugherty and Haimerl. He will be most vulnerable early when he is closest to having to make weight. After that, it will be tough.

I had Spencer at the top of my list all year, but I'm not sure he can go with Maehl, but then again I'm not sure he can't. State runner up as a sophomore, he was at a most difficult weight class last year losing to eventual champ Byers 12-2 and finishing third with a win over Cooper. He's undefeated this year and has over 100 wins and just five losses in the last three years. He dominated the OVAC and easily deserved the OW.

Stacy was a state qualifier at 130# last year, but went two and out there after having defeated pre-meet favorite Doyle in the sectionals. He was third at Richmond Hts. at 130#, but otherwise has an unblemished record. He should be away from Spencer at the state meet.

Cooper has been perfect this year including titles at Buckeye, the MIT and his third Dies trophy. Like Spencer, he was a state semi-finalist at 119#, but lost to the excellent Legarth 9-3. He should be ready for great things this year.

It's a dynamite quartet with Maehl slightly ahead of Spencer at this reading, with Cooper and Stacy just slightly behind.

I'm not sure I've ever had five of my top 10 choices at any weight class come from the Eastern District. Beside Spender and Stacy, Sky Abbuhl - third last year at 112# - will be a major factor. He had a sensational tourney last year winning four times and losing only to state champion Tompkins. State qualifier Baker also returns as does the solid Horne. It will be very tough to leave two of this quintet at home for the state meet.

State qualifier Gucciardo was only fifth at his district, but then won two consolation bouts at Wright State to place sixth. He won at Kenston this year, but failed to place in the tough WRC conference meet. White was a state alternate last year with his slam-bang style and was undefeated until the Dies when two tough losses dropped him into fourth place. Trivisonno, with a similar style, should also qualify here.

Maehl heads a district that includes four other state qualifiers, but I don't see them as a serious challenge to his preeminence here. Helton, Adcock, Noftz and Worley all have previous state experience, but very little state success to date. They were a combined 2-6 last year with only Helton and Adcock winning a bout. They should do better this year, but state placement will be difficult.

It's a substantially weaker field at Wilmington. I expected to see Battles (Springboro) and Jordan (Monroe) at this class, but neither are apparently competing. That leaves Allen at the top of my list, but he has had a year of ups and downs. The rest of this contingent will be welcome first-round opponents for the rest of the field.

130#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: RICHARD BURNS (HILLSBORO) 

TOP CONTENDERS

2. Hess (Graham)

3. Farley (Watkins Memorial) 

4. DePolo (Bellevue)

5. O'Dell (Eaton)

6. Pendleton (Indian Creek) 

7. Kellerman (Perry)

8. Davis (Walsh Jesuit)

9. Wheeler (Steubenville) 

10. Gilbert (Valley View)

11. Turle (Twinsburg)

12. Brankatelli (Orange) 

13. Edwards (Claymont)

14. Walker/VVenzel (Olentangy)

15. Raber (Marlington)

16. Hockaday (Watterson)

17. Kovaleskie (Clyde)

18. Smith (Monroe)

19. Mostoller (Medina Highland) 

20. Grambo (Teays Valley)

21. Durkin (Padua)

22. Lawton (Avon Lake) 

23. Liebacher (Perkins) 

24. Valerio (Edgewood)

25. Lozier (Loveland)

26. Yackey (Dover)

27. Weichman (Ravenna Southeast)

I was looking forward to a Maehl versus Burns rematch for the title at 130#, but with Maehl certification at 125# that is unlikely to happen. Bums had a great year last season going 37-2 - with both losses seemingly preventable. He had Wentz beat at the MIT but gave up a late takedown and then lost in overtime, and then in the state finals "messed up" by permitting a slow, down-tempo bout and falling 3-2. Burns won the MIT this year in easy style 12-4 over New, but did not seem as intense on the mat as last year. Nevertheless, he remains undefeated and certainly in control of his own destiny at this weight class. Should Spencer and Burns win back-to-back it would be only the second time that Eastern district wrestlers have done so since Keenan and Moxley in 1984. (Very high scores for Harris and Wilkinson.)

Burns' principal adversary is likely to be three'-time state qualifier Doug Hess. Ironically, Hess, who was fifth last year, was scheduled to meet Burns in the MIT semi-final (in a dubious bit of pairings), but missed out because of flu. Hess has a wide variety of tools in his arsenal and if the Graham coaches see a slow pace as best, he will be able to execute it against Burns. Gilbert was a Division III district champ last year and he, along with O'Dell, will be favorites for the last two berths. However, there is good depth here with Smith, Valerio and Lozier all capable of reaching Wright State.

Pendleton is likely to be here - although Indian Creek might leave Stacy at 130#. In either case, they will be the sole challengers to Burns. Pendleton qualified at 125# last year and drew Maehl in the first round - and it was quickly two and out. Burns defeated him 19-8 at last year's districts. Wheeler was solid at the OVAC, and along with Edwards they should battle for the last two spots. Pendleton defeated Wheeler 7-6 at last year's district in the consolation semi-finals, while Edwards lost his only bout there. Edwards did win the Barnesville title and took a solid sixth at the Top Gun. Also check out Yackey, Durben (Coshocton), Brison (Sheridan) and Smalley (WCH).

Farley was third at the MIT and fourth at the Top Gun en route to what has been a very successful year for him. A state qualifier last year, he had a terrible draw losing on first period falls to both Burns and Murphy. He and DePolo look to be the two best at Galion. DePolo has won just about everything except the Clyde, where Hess defeated him 5-3 and Avon lake where he gave two-time Burnett his best battle of the year losing 6-3. Hockaday was runner-up at the CIT but that was the result of not only some good wrestling, but good fortune as well. The rest of those listed are above average, but, except for the top duo, they will intimidate many at the state level.

The last five state champions at this weight class have emerged from the Northeast District, but that string is unlikely to be extended in 1998. The one unknown is Kellerman who has made rapid progress in the last 12 months. With a title at Wadsworth and a runner-up finish at Waite he seems the best of a not-so-strong group of 130s. Davis, as we have seen so many times with Walsh wrestlers, has really progressed with a second at the CIT and a fourth at the Top Gun - both at 135#. Turle is a workmanlike wrestler who can win the close ones, while Brankatelli has big-time upset potential. Two to watch who will be strong in coming years are the freshman Stough (Copley) and Hada (Harvey). The former, in particular, could even be a significant factor this year.

135#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: JIM SANNER (CHARDON) 

TOP CONTENDERS

2. Mackesy (Indian Lake)

3. Cox (Perkins)

4. Blackburn (Clyde) 

5. Brown (Olentangy)

6. Nicola (Lake Catholic)

7. Horner (Canton South)

8. Peters (Claymont)

9. Coleman (Bellevue)

10. Berry (Springboro)

11. Troy Smith (Teays Valley) 

12. Ashton (Perry)

13. Torrence (Anthony Wayne)

14. Hyland (Crestview)

15. Ewing (Indian Creek)

16. Monogioudis (Buckeye Local)

17. Puterbaugh (Milton Union) 

18. Street (Coventry)

19. Cripe (Edgewood)

20. Jo. Vedra (Rossford)

21. Mamone (Padua)

22. Ferri (Milton Union)

23. Lara (Ravenna)

24. Carrerer (Beech croft)

25. Mills (Philo)

I think we can anticipate a large number of close, hard-fought battles at this weight class with the eventual champion able to win more than his share of those kind of contests. And it would not be a major surprise if a relative unknown grabbed the title - much like what happened when Brian Hilliard who was fourth at his sectional, came on to top the likes of Morgan, Santiago and Gabriel in what for me was the most surprising championship sequence in 1997.

Jim Sanner, my choice this year, has a wealth of experience. He was sixth at 130# two years ago after losing a one-point bout to Santiago in the championship bracket. Last year it may have been a small obstacle that tripped him up. He lost a tough district final to Skinner at Firestone and ended up with a difficult first round bout -while Skinner had a tech fall in his first bout and went on to grab the state title. This year he is 19-1 having lost focus in the finals at Kenston and gotten tossed for four at the buzzer by Nicola to tie their bout. Less than 30 seconds later it happened again and Nicola ended up with a miracle 11-7 OT win. It should be a lesson that will last the rest of the year.

Nicola will again be a principal challenger at Firestone. Besides his Kenston title he was third at the CIT -- losing surprisingly to Feldman -- and has one dual loss, an 18-10 defeat by Division I choice, Bertin. Horner, a Massillon Jackson transfer, has been very good at Canton South - including a third at the Top Gun at 140#. I think he'll want to get down to 135# for the tournament process, because he matches up better. The rest of the group is solid and I particularly like Ashton's chances to surprise.

Brenner (Canfield) could be a long-shot to qualify here.

The powerful Cox and Brown were teammates last year for Olentangy, but they could well be the district finalists here. For some reason Cox was at 140# last year where he was district semi-finalist (including a win over Gilmore) before losing a one-pointer to Hiles and falling all the way to sixth - one spot from Wright State. This year he has been on a mission - beating state qualifier Crilley to win at Galion, pinning Wood to win at Tiffin, and creating general havoc in the SBC. Brown was the district champ at 135# last year, but then was mashed by Sommer in the first found. He came back through consolations to the fifth place bout where Sommer nailed him again. Fortunately Sommer is at 140# this year. Brown was second at the Top Gun losing to Forward 7-3 in the finals. State qualifier Blackburn will also playa huge role in the resolution of this weight class. Just down from 140# he upset Cox in SBC Duals with an overtime victory. He also won at Edison and should meet Cox at both the sectional and district level. While this trio looks strongest there is a lot of good talent at this district. Eight of my top 25 compete at this sectional with only five berths at state. The consolation rounds will be tremendously hard fought.

As anticipated in last year's report Peters only a freshman became the 7th son in that family to qualify for state action eclipsing the mark set by the DiSabato family. This year he looks to have placement potential as it begins to look like he could be the best of the clan so far. He should win the district title at Miami Trace and that will likely provide reasonable pairings. Last year he won two state level bouts and this year he should surpass that. I've listed Ewing, Monogioudis and Mills with Spicer (New Lexington) and Kussmaul (John Glenn) as other possibilities.

The story at Wilmington will likely revolve around Lucas Mackesy. A two-time state qualifier he was third last year losing only to Burns 4-1 in the semi-finals. He is undefeated this year and certainly has finalist potential. State qualifier Berry is a respectful step behind him while state qualifier Puterbaugh, Cride and Ferri will battle for the last spot. Willman (Kenton Ridge) and possibly Schlaegel (Graham) are possible challengers. 

140#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: TV MORGAN (GRAHAM) 

TOP CONTENDERS

2. Murphy (Perry)

3. Wallace (Valley View) 

4. Rawling (Walsh)

5. . Sommer (Crestwood) 

6. Harrison (Bath)

7. Borjas (Oak Harbor) 

8. Birden (Steubenville) 

9. Fisher (Bellevue)

10. Lynch (Turpin)

11. Kuhn (Louisville)

12. Hansen (Lexington) 

13. Carbaugh (Avon Lake)

14. Hoover (Utica)

15. Jones (Maysville)

16. Delong (South Point)

17. Stoffregan (Trenton Edgewood) 

18. Gordon (Dover)

19. Waits (Loveland)

20. Travis Smith (Teays Valley) 

21. Bray (Coventry)

22. Frankino (Orange)

23. Smith (Clyde)

24. Trentanelli (West Geauga) 

25. Snyder (Miami Trace)

26. Linden (Olentangy)

Undoubtedly, the single biggest upset at last year's state meet was Ty Morgan going down to defeat 9-7 in the semi-final at 135#. The fact that a sophomore wrestler has lost to a three-time state qualifier and third place winner from the previous year was so surprising indicates how quickly all of us grew to respect Morgan's enormous skills. Quick and incredibly skilled on his feet, Morgan had ground out 39 consecutive wins in 1996-97 before allowing a four-point move that shattered his hopes for four consecutive titles. What was impressive was that this freshman state champ came back and beat two good wrestlers to finish third. Watching Morgan at the MIT it looked like his energy level might have been a little low. After all, 140# is very tough cut, he seems to feel substantial individual pressure, and some of his teammates (notably Hess) had the flu. Still he beat lacaboni in the semis before losing to Anderson in the finals. Since then he seems rejuvenated winning big at Clyde and the Top Gun and he remains a heavy favorite here.

State qualifier Wallace will exit Wilmington with Morgan and that will put in the other half bracket. He, too, is quick and good on his feet, but on a somewhat lower plane than Morgan. He certainly has high placement hopes. Lynch, Stoffregan and Waits will be left to battle for the last state berth and it should be a real scrap. Positive pairings will help and that means high placement in the two sectionals - each of which qualify eight to the district level.

Much of Morgan's competition should come from the Northeast District where a top trio of wrestlers awaits him. Murphy is a real scrapper looking to become a four-time state qualifier. Last year at 125# he lost a narrow two-point decision to .Burns in the quarters and then dropped a 1-0 heart breaker in his state placement bout. He defeated state qualifier Drake to win at Wadsworth and now stands 29-0 in frequent action. Morgan will not want him to be close in the third period. Rawling has a lot of talent, but it’s not always consistently employed. I remember last year at the Firestone District everyone commenting on Rawling's one-point opening round to a sectional fourth place finisher. The consensus was that the better wrestler gave away the match. After that, of course, Hilliard won his next seven bouts for a district and state title. I've wondered what would have happened if Rawling had won 6-5 (which could have easily happened). This year he was sixth at the Ironman, but was runner-up at the Powerade in Pennsylvania, first at the CIT and fourth at the Top Gun losing to Morgan 9-3 in the semi-finals. The third member of this trio is Sommer, fifth last year after a semi-final loss to Hilliard. He was runner-up to Morgan at the Top Gun losing 10-3, but won at Hudson and Kenston with major decisions each time. The last two qualifiers, whoever they may be, are likely to be a step or two below this threesome.

There is an interesting brew of wrestlers at Galion with three returning state qualifiers. Harrison was district runner-up to Brown last year and then after an opening 18-11 win over Rawling battled Morgan losing only 10-7. He split his two consolation bouts and did not place. This year he has wrestled in smaller tourneys like Bucyrus and has not had the tough competition like some of his peers. Fisher and Hoover are also state qualifiers but they were shut out at Wright State last year. Fisher won at Bellevue but lost a narrow decision to Boias at Oak Harbor and was TF'ed by Morgan at Clyde. Hoover has wrestled well in several smaller tourneys. Add in Borjas and Gorman champ Hansen and that's a respectable quintet of qualifiers. Smith, Linden and, perhaps, Vogelsang (Lima Shawnee) are other possibilities.

Birden and Jones lead a somewhat depleted Miami Trace group that returns no state qualifiers. Jones came close last year losing the consolation final 4-2 to Dixon. DeLong, now a junior, lost to Birden 4-3 in the first round of districts and looks nominally to be third best. I've listed Gordon and Snyder, but Moore (Tri-Valley), Clemons (Hillsboro), Cutright (Athens) and Lane (Vincent Warren) are also possibilities. Also watch out for the Claymont entry whether it is Hastings or Piccin.

145#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: OSCAR SANTIAGO (CANFIELD) 

TOP CONTENDERS

2. Erwin (Graham)

3. Gilmore (Galion)

4. Ross (Minerva)

5. D. Grove (Claymont) 

6. Benedum (Coventry) 

7. Ray (Hamilton Ross) 

8. Gibbs (Fairview Park)

9. Plikerd (Benjamin Logan) 

10. Kucera (Trinity)

11. Hiles (Licking Valley)

12. Siaper (Perry)

13. Je. Vedra (Rossford)

14. Avery (Milton Union)

15. Andrews (Marysville)

16. Carter (Dayton Northridge) 

17. Hensley (Monroe)

18. Crosby (Teays Valley)

19. J. Milhoan (Beaver Local) 

20. T. Moore (Tri Valley)

21. Goldsmith (Philo)

22. Canty (Columbus DeSales) 

23. Hunter (Hillsboro)

24. Smith (Bellevue)

25. Tramonte (Medina Highland)

There are some seniors who enter the state tournament that you just feel deserve a state title. They've paid their dues, had some successes and some disappointments, too, and have provided a consistent standard of excellence. Oscar Santiago would appear to be one such example. As a sophomore his takedown was ruled just after the buzzer and Shawn Bristow escaped with the win 4-3, and then earned his state title the next afternoon. Santiago finished third. Last year he pulled the huge upset defeating Morgan, but then lost to Hilliard (whom he had previously defeated) 9-5 in the finals. This year he has been the champ at Kenston and the Dies, while compiling an undefeated record. However, a state title is no sure thing with three excellent challengers rated right behind him.

Erwin wrestled for Springfield Northeastern last year in Division III, and finished third at 135# after losing a semi-final overtime bout to the eventual champ. This year he appears to be enjoying the much higher visibility Graham program and Ron McCunn and Jeff Jordan have certainly polished this gem. He has won tourney titles at the MIT, Top Gun and Graham tournaments, and remains undefeated to date. Working out on a daily basis with Morgan, Lensman and the like has enhanced his takedown arsenal and he can score on the mat.

Ross has been at 152# all year, but I believe he will choose to compete here. He was second at Clyde and third at the Top Gun along with a title at Smithville. Last year he was the state alternate at this class losing 5-1 for fifth place.

Gilmore has been a sensational youth wrestler and placed twice at Cadet Nationals. This year he has won big at Galion, the Gorman and Marion Harding,.-but lost twice at the Top Gun to finish fourth. Already a two-time state qualifier, he has lost his three state bouts by a combined 37-5 score. Revenge this year and next should be sweet.

The Firestone District will be rugged. Besides Santiago and Ross, Benedum, Siaper, Kucera and Gibbs have state placement potential. Last year Kucera won the sectional final over Gibbs 13-5, and then won the fifth and last qualifying ticket to Wright State while Gibbs was eliminated. However, Kucera got a terrible draw landing in the same quarter bracket with Santiago and Gabriel. This year Gibbs has won at Solon and Brecksville while Kucera was third at Southview and second (to Mauro) at the CIT. I've put state qualifier Benedum ahead of both of them based on two state tournament wins last year and a great 1997-98 season marred only slightly by an upset loss to Eaton at the Dies.

Gilmore will not have a clear path to the Galion District title. Hiles was the district champ at Gilmore's weight class, but lost quickly at states. He has won this year at Teays Valley and Brookhaven and has been consistently ranked first in the Columbus area. State qualifier Vedra also returns along with district stalwarts like Andrews and Crosby. Still, if Gilmore performs at the anticipated level he should win here.

Grove should pretty much dominate at Miami Trace. He was a semi-finalist at the Top Gun losing to Erwin 11-5. He has spent much of the year at 152#, but will compete here. Jess Milhorn was a strong third at the OV AC and should do well here unless, of course, his brother moves down pushing him up to 152#. Besides those rated I've also have a list of positives for Drum (Logan Elm), Thomas (Meigs) and White (Sheridan).

There are just too many good wrestlers at 145# at Wilmington for some not to bail out to the somewhat easier 152# class. Erwin, Ray and Pork Plikerd are all state qualifiers with the first two district champs and the latter a two-time participant at Wright State. Avery, too, reached states last year and reached the quarter-finals. Both Hensley and Carter were district fourths just missing qualification, the latter losing in overtime. Factor in Givens (Springfield Shawnee) and Yeary (Wilmington) and something has to give. Look for some of this crew at 152#.

152#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: CHARLIE BIEL (COVENTRY)

TOP CONTENDERS

2. Moore (Springfield Shawnee)

3. Coe (Clyde)

4. Melaragno (Ashtabula Edgewood) 

5. Sveda (Walsh Jesuit)

6. Akers (Claymont)

7. Schlaegel (Graham)

8. Sharp (Bellevue)

9. Archer (Maysville) 

10. Schafrath (Triway) 

11. Cruxton (Kenston)

12. A. Milhoan (Beaver Local)

13. McFarland (Marlington)

14. Gibbs (Goshen)

15. LeBeau (Miami Trace)

16. Glorioso (Lexington)

17. Tomsik (Fairview Park)

18. Musick (Teays Valley)

19. Moore (Wauseon)

20. Heston (Fairfield Union)

21. Santee (Perry) 

22. Sony(London)

23. Bobo (Springfield NW)

24. Kuykendoll (Trenton Edgewood) 

25. Montano (Oak Harbor)

26. Altieri (Indian Creek)

27 Ferrell (Paulding)

Biel hit the Trifecta last year finishing second at the sectional, district and state level - twice to state champion Anderson and once to Pak. This year it's been all first places for Siel -- at the Dies and Wadsworth and Doylestown as he dominated from the first week of the season.

Biel will emerge from a talent laden district. Melaragno qualified at this weight last year and won a consolation bout. A big raw-boned wrestler he began the year at 171# and has gradually worked his way down. He was fourth at 160# at the MIT. Alex Sveda like his brother transferred from Revere to Walsh Jesuit after his sophomore year -- and he has begun to follow the same upward path as Viktor. After a bit of low start, he won the CIT and was 7th at the Top gun. Melaragno beat him by a point at last year's district. Cruxton and McFarland were 1-2 at Kenston, and Cruxton was second to Mahone at the WRC. Tomsik was the Srecksville champ, while Santee was runner-up to Biel at Wadsworth. There are a lot of strong contenders here and while the freshman Scholes (Lake Catholic) will be overmatched at the district level, he is someone to watch for in the future.

Moore was fourth at Wright State last year and has gone 17-2 this year -- losing only at the MWC, once to Mahone and the other out-of-state. This will be his fourth state trip should he make it through the district rigors. Schlaegel, a two-time qualifier will be at either 152# or 160#, but should qualify either way. He was an impressive fifth at the Top Gun, and has placed at every tourney entered. The last spot is wide open. My guess is that Carter and/or Hensley may migrate up from 145# to match up with Bobo and Gibbs here. Also in this mix are Ramsey (Loveland), Magee (Springboro) and Fahnestock (Bellfontaine).

There is a wealth of contenders at Miami Trace. State qualifiers Archer and Akers return at this class. Archer, the defending district champion, was second at Tiffin and undefeated elsewhere. Akers has wrestled a busy schedule - placing only fourth at 160# at Barnesville and finishing sixth at the Top Gun. He has split two bouts with Schlaegel and nearly beat Division III choice Schuler. He is difficult to predict in terms of performance level. Milhoan is also a returning state qualifier moving up from the 135# class. That leaves the excellent LeBeau, Richmond Hts. champion Altieri, and Van Dine on the outside, not to mention Fulk (New Lexington), Fielder (Vincent Warren) and Pletcher (Philo). Since 160# is not a lot easier, determination and good pairings will be the order of the day for this large group.

It's a much smaller group at Galion and there are five places that qualify for Wright State. The junior Coe stands out here with a consistent record of good performances. A state qualifier last year, he won at Clyde and was second at Edison and Southview while wrestling at 160#. Of note is that he finished ahead of Sharp, Ross and Schlaegel at Clyde and his loss at Southview was a 15-14 thriller to Division I star Mcintire. Sharp pinned Schlaegel while Glorioso decked Archer and both boys should qualify out of this district. Montano is kind of a wild card here. At times he can be outstanding and then pretty ordinary. He is the type that can spring .the big upset. The remainder of this field is pretty humdrum, though Musick could provide some fireworks.

160#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: MARK BECKS (LAKE CATHOLIC) 

TOP CONTENDERS

2. Brightman (Dayton Northridge)

3. Hieber (GaHon) 

4. Mason (Ravenna Southeast)

5. lensman (Graham) 

6. Spurlock (Bellevue)

7. K. Melaragno (Ashtabula Edgewood) 

8. Evans (Hillsboro)

9. Miller (Teays Valley)

10. Lindsay (Steubenville)

11. Durkin (Padua)

12. lane (Milton Union) 

13. J. Grove (Claymont)

14. Deluca (Norwalk)

15. Holbrook (WCH) 

16. Franz (Kenston)

17. Dozier (Beaver local) 

18. Anzalone (Chaminade) 

19. Johnson (CNE)

20. Mclane (Upper Sandusky) 

21. Edsall (Ravenna)

22. lenyk (Canfield)

23. Moore (Rossford) 

24. Cooper (Paulding)

25. Nethers (Licking Valley)

This is probably the most eagerly anticipated weight class in Division II and, perhaps, in the entire tournament. It features six outstanding wrestlers, and two have already made a significant impact on state championship wrestling.

Last year Brightman completed a perfect 40-0 season by capturing the state title at 160# over returning runner-up Chad long. Except for an overtime quarter-final bout with Dennis Crossen, Brightman dominated some of the best in Ohio, including a 11-5 win in the final. This year lensman nipped him in the Graham final 3-2 in a down tempo bout. Lensman, who could meet Brightman at the sectional, district and state level (should he stay at this weight class) also won at Clyde - over Spurlock -- and was fourth at the Top Gun and third at the MIT.

Becks, fourth at 140# two years ago as a sophomore, won 35 bouts last year losing only to the great Joe Heskett at the district and state finals. Any other year Becks would have probably been champ at 152# rather than runner-up. His closest state win was by a comfortable four points. Becks is undefeated this year and won at Kenston and the CIT -- crushing Division I ace Sellet 17-8. Also at this district is Mason who placed at 145# last year and was second at the Top Gun to Hieber. His free-wheeling style makes for lots of action and bushel loads of points.

The other major participant is Cadet National runner-up Ryan Hieber who won at GaHon, Marion Harding and the Top Gun -losing only to Wright in the Gorman finals. He, too, is a returning state qualifier. Right behind him at Galion is Spurlock who has blossomed as a middleweight these past two years.

Clearly, pairings will be important. One would anticipate that Brightmart Becks and Hieber would be district champs. Hopefully, Becks and Brightman would be apart, but whoever draws Hieber in the semi-finals would have double duty to win the state crown. In any event, Becks would seem to be too quick for this field and he should dominate on his feet. Hieber, a Greco-Roman specialist,- has some great throws that must be defended, but Wright wore him down and defeated him in the third period with three takedowns. Becks could do the same.

At Firestone the duo of Becks and Mason are clearly ahead of everyone else.

My belief is that the excellent Smith (Copley) who certified at 160# may elect to go back to the far easier 171 # class - especially since state champ Preston will apparently wrestle at 189#. It will be a tough decision. Besides those listed, I could have rated Kosiewicz (Trinity), Adeniyi-Bada (Field) and Verner (Walsh Jesuit).

Hieber and Spurlock head a somewhat thin Galion district. Miller, a qualifier last year, ranks third here and is an integral part of a very fine Teays Valley team. He was third at Clyde losing 10-4 to Lensman, and lost to Evans at 171 # in the final at Teays Valley. He won at Hamilton Twp. After that, it's pretty much open season with any number of possible contenders for the last two spots.

The three qualifiers from Miami Trace will not have it easy at Wright State. Horne certainly will more than hold his own against all but the top five or six, but the other two qualifiers will struggle.

171#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: ZEB MILLER (OAK HARBOR)*

TOP CONTENDERS

2. Smith (Copley)

3. Cole (Beaver Local)

4. Clark (Louisville)

5. Davis (Norton)

6. Pentorn (Perkins) 

7. Canale (Canfield)

8. Shrickel (Carrollton)

9. Bauer (Ravenna)

10. Weeks (Olmsted Falls) 

11. Jones (Walsh Jesuit) 

12. Dondzilla (Indian Creek) 

13. Ake (ASV)

14. Knull (Graham)

15. Kosch (Paulding)

16. Casteel (Loveland) 

17. Weimer (Springboro) 

18. Barnett (Galion)

19. Rugh (Darby)

20. Alford (Coshocton) 

21. Anzalone (Chaminade) 

22. Smith (Buckeye Local) 

23. Glover (Licking Valley) 

24. Leifer (Lima Shawnee) 

25 Nixon (Milton Union)

* On the assumption Nick Preston (Columbus DeSales) will compete at 189#.

There is a substantial air of uncertainty that permeates the 171# weight class. Already not the strongest of weights, it has become further weakened by the apparent change in plans for defending state champ Nick Preston. He is certified at 171# and was an easy choice to repeat his sterling triumph which included unseating state titlist Josh Didion in overtime. Now, however, a knee injury which will force a three to five week layoff has evidently called for a change in direction. He will recuperate and lift, but returning to 171# is no longer feasible. Make no mistake -- a healthy Preston has between 80%-90% of winning here. If he is not here, then it's a wide open contest. One last item, this was already an unbalanced weight class with most of the wrestlers exiting the Firestone District. Now that is even more evident with Preston's departure.

My choice, Zeb Miller, is the fourth in a line of outstanding Oak Harbor brothers who share great athletic talent and lively and interesting first names (Ferd, Chad and Tait). A state qualifier two years ago at 160# as a sophomore, he missed placement by a single point. He missed all of last year with a long-term injury but has returned this year with renewed success. He was second at the MIT losing a 2 point overtime bore-a-thon with Kinley, but won at Oak Harbor and the SBC Duals. He showed great resiliency in beating Bauer by 1 and Endicott by 2 at the MIT.

I was hoping the SBC Duals would give me a better read on Penthorn. but he did not wrestle either Miller or Dew. However, he has had a great winning season at Galion with a fall over Barnett and finishing second at Tiffin to Division I state placer Grover 12-11. I rate him second best at Galion. Kosch was sixth at this district last year, but appears to be devastating everyone in his path. However, he has not yet wrestled a succession of state caliber performers as of now. Barnett, Rugh and Leifer are other possibilities here and they will match up reasonably well with everyone, except the Northeast District qualifiers.

It does appear that this weight classification is the most geographically

unbalanced in Division II. Eight of my top 13 will compete at Firestone - with only five qualifying. I was tremendously impressed with state qualifier David Smith last year during the district action. Very strong, he lost to Brett Becks 12-9 in the semi-finals before finishing fourth. Becks defeated him again - this time 11-8 - in their state placement bout the following week. This year he has certified at 160#, but I believe may opt to wrestle here. Clearly it will be easier to qualify at 160#, but there are four or five superstars there that make being state champion a low probability event for Smith. At 171#, the district qualification process is chancier, but the probability of a state title is substantially higher. At any rate, I ranked him here, and he has had a great season finishing a strong fourth at the tough lronman, second at Copley and first at Wadsworth. He has not yet lost to a Division" wrestler. Clark missed state qualification by 1 point at 152# last year - finishing sixth - but has been solid at 171#. He won the Top Gun defeating Knull 11-0 in the semis and then pinning for the title. He also won at North Canton and sustained his only loss in a 4-3 battle with Division I Dobies in the Wadsworth Final. Not well known early in the year, he is a powerhouse at 171# this year. Like Clark, Davis was a successful 152 pounder last year who bowed out of district action in the second consolation round. This year at Solon he looked like a midget 189 pounder, but he was a finalist before being pinned by Corrigan. He has remained at 189# - with great success - but he gives up a lot of size. He won the Dies and Norton handily af!9 was third at the MIT. Still, he has certified at 171# and he has a legitimate shot at a state title at that weight. Watch for him, he likes to score and he could go a long way here.

Canale is another relative unknown with excellent credentials. He has won at Cuyahoga Falls and the Dies and was second at Kenston to Osolin by a point. Not a lot of name recognition here - yet. Bauer, a state qualifier at Rootstown last year, has moved right into the Ravenna starting lineup without missing a beat. He pinned in the title round at Solon and also won the WRC. He was fourth at the MIT losing to Miller 9-8. Weeks and Ake have strong seasons, as well, while the sophomore Jones has been moving forward with a rush. He was third at the CIT and then won seven bouts at the Top Gun losing only to Clark 5-2. He defeated Knull, Osolin and McGregor in that period.

The Miami Trace District does not look strong. Knull, Casteel and Weimer head this field. but their past records would not indicate confidence when opposing contestants from other parts of the state. The advantage Knull has is a schedule that has taken him to the Top Gun, MIT and Clyde tourneys. He has suffered some losses, but he is far more battle-hardened than much of his competition here. Sweeney (Varlisle) and Harrison (Valley View) could also score at this district.

State qualifiers Cole and Schrickel lead the Miami Trace. District. 80th were state quarter-finalists. and they have continued their winning efforts this year. Cole is undefeated at 21-0 which includes the prestigious OVAC title at this weight. Schrickel wrestles few tourneys, but has been outstanding in dual meet action. Cole defeated Schrickel 6-4 in sectional action last year in their only meeting. There will be spirited competition for the last spot. Dondzilla and Alford have to be the favorites, but Smith is also very good. He may opt to compete at 160#, however. I also like Shonk (New Lexington). White (West Holmes) and Douglas (Philo).

189#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: ANDY HAMPTON (RAVENNA)

TOP CONTENDERS

2. Corrigan (Twinsburg)

3. Preston (Columbus DeSales) 

4. Novakovich (Lake Catholic) 

5. Floyd (Hamilton Ross)

6. Kuhns (Bellevue)

7. Wensink (Perkins)

8. Williams (Trenton Edgewood) 

9. Wegesin (Galion)

10. Charity (Hubbard)

11. McDaniel (Teays Valley) 

12. Harkness (Maysville)

13. Hart (Springfield Shawnee) 

14. Zelinsky (Revere)

15. Edwards (Steubenville) 

16. Dale (Lima Shawnee) 

17. Barniak (Buckeye)

18. Wetherall (Buckeye Local) 

19. Sanders (Milton Union) 

20. Coleman (Beaver Local) 

21. Bloomfield (Bucyrus) 

22. Hart (West Holmes)

23. Volpe (Louisville)

24. Brown (Fairfield Union) 

25. Sosa (Clyde)

26. Newell (Meadowbrook) 

27. Mechir (Padua)

Last year only six of the 32 Division II qualifiers at 171# and 189# were underclassmen. As we saw at 171#, that lead to a substantially weaker field. but for some reason - possibly a large reservoir of talent last year - there are still a lot of high quality performers at 189#. -

In fact, there are at least five outstanding contenders in this weight class who have all the talent required to be a state champ - and, in fact, one of them already is. Three of that number come from one district, which means that there is a one-third probability that four of the top five could end up in the same half of the draw. If the Galion and Wilmington champs are together, then the second and third place finishers from Firestone would be with them creating an incredibly lopsided draw. That's assuming, of course, that everyone performs as anticipated. Even in the other two-thirds of the cases, the Firestone champ would have just one of the other four in his half bracket. Given that set of conditions, winning at Firestone takes on added urgency.

The top trio at Firestone includes three returning state qualifiers, two of whom have placed at Wright State. Hampton, the big Ravenna junior, upset Corrigan in the first round of last year's districts and rolled to the finals before being pinned by Knupp. He then won three bouts at states to finish fifth - a great performance for a sophomore. This year he has won at Solon and the MIT, but was taken down three times by Corrigan in the WRC final and lost 9-5. Corrigan was fourth in states at 171# two years ago as a sophomore. However, last year he was only fourth in the district and failed to place at Wright State winning only one bout. This year he has been champion at Solon, Hudson, Kenston and the WRC. Novakovich qualified at 215# last year, but was drastically undersized and got hammered at Wright State. 

This year he has made substantial progress. He lost to Corrigan 17-7 in the Kenston final, but gave Rowland a real battle losing 10-8 at the CIT finals. Then in a recent dual he nipped Division I state champ Andy Hrovat 7-6. Despite his loss to Corrigan, I still favor Hampton to win it all. He has a history of improvement during the season, whereas Corrigan may struggle slightly as the season wears on and Hampton gets bigger. The key to the state title is likely to be that district's championship. It's a big jump down to the next layer with Charity, Barniak and Zelinsky as principal contenders. However, none of this group is assured qualification and the battle for the last two spots should be wide open.

Preston faces a formidable group of 189s at Galion. Still, he was brilliant last year upsetting state champ Didion in the district and then doing it again in overtime to win the 171# state title. This year has been spent at 189# with the intention of moving down to 171# just as he did last year. While at 189# he won easily at DeSales pinning Hart - and nipped Rowland by two to take the Midwest Classic. Assuming he's healthy (and we know he'll be rested), he could easily win it all at 189# this year.

Kuhns had a great year in 1997 but was injured in the league meet and didn't get out of the sectional. This year he has been champ at Bellevue, Avon lake and Clyde. Wensink may have surpassed Kuhns, but there is no way of knowing that now. He was second at Galion losing a difficult 9-8 bout in the final and then won handily at Tiffin. Wegesin had a great first half of the season winning at Galion and Marion Harding, but then stumbled badly at the Gorman and finished fourth. It was much the same at the Top Gun where he failed to place though he did get a difficult draw. Dale and McDaniel look next best and I've listed three other possibilities.

The fifth top contender is state placer Floyd exiting from the Miami Trace District. A dominating district champ at 171# last year, he was a state semi-finalist before losing to Didion and fell to fifth place. This year he is 16-1 with his only loss to state champion Hrovat at the MIT final. Williams qualified as a sophomore at this weight last year, but got only one bout at Wright State. He has already lost three times this year including by fall to Floyd in the Edgewood final. Hart is 15-4 with a difficult schedule and should grab the third qualification spot. .

The field is very weak at Miami Trace. No state qualifiers return. Harkness seems to be clearly the best of this group, and he did finish a strong third at Tiffin. Wetherall, Edwards and Coleman all have previous district experience and all placed at the recent OVAC extravaganza. I came very close to ranking Griffith (Hillsboro), Rolli (Morgan) and Becker (Dover).

215#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: TOM WEILBACHER (COLUMBUS DeSales)

TOP CONTENDERS

2. Kania (Oak Harbor)

3. Salisbury (Norton)

4. Allen (Springfield Shawnee) 

5. Boyuk (Indian Creed)

6. Deluca (Bellevue)

7. Shumate (Galion)

8. Hegedish (Twinsburg)

9. Jackson (Tipp City)

10. Kirkpatrick (Minerva) 

11. Scott (Teays Valley) 

12. Menegay (Louisville)

13. Jones (Chaminade)

14. Sparks (Howland)

15. Wilson (CNE)

16. Graybeal (Salem)

17. lambert (Miami Trace) 

18. Bibler (Perkins)

19. Surnear (Fairless)

20. Hembree (Loveland)

21. Ratliff (New Lexington) 

22. Conner (Clyde)

23. Presby (University School) 

24. Herron (Dover)

25. Bishop (Logan Elm)

Between 1992 and 1997, Columbus DeSales had seven different placers at the State at 171# or above. In terms of enrolling and developing big men, they have done an outstanding job. Of that seven, three were state champs and two others were runners up and at 215#. Tom Weilbacher is a relatively strong favorite to add to that state championship total. last year Weilbacher compiled a 41-3 record in finishing third at Wright State with two of those losses to Viktor Sveda. The latter one was in the state semi-finals when Weilbacher took the heavily favored Sveda to his back and nearly pinned him. In one of the most dramatic bouts of the meet, Sveda came back to win 8-7. Incidentally, Weilbacher defeated the Division I champ Faunda at the Top Gun. This year Weilbacher is undefeated claiming titles at DeSales, Top Gun, CIT and MWC. His raw power and unexpected quickness have made most of his bouts totally one sided, but it will be a lot closer at Wright State. .

Weilbacher's chief pursuer is likely to greet him for the first time at the Galion District. Kania was fourth at Wright State to cap a banner season. He twice lost to Weilbacher - a close 11-9 district bout and by fall in the state consolation finals. This year he, too, is undefeated winning at Oak Harbor and the SBC dual, but missing the MIT due to illness. Deluca also returns after finishing second to Weilbacher in the district final 14-6, but losing twice at states. He was first this year at Bellevue and Avon lake, but had a bad weekend at Clyde finishing fifth after a narrow loss to Courtad and a larger one to Scott (who he defeated 11-2 in last year's district). Factor in the excellent Shumate - who was third at the Top Gun and first at Galion and the Gorman along with an OT loss at Marion Harding - and Scott, and one can understand the difficulty other potential qualifiers like Bibler, Conner or Holloway (Olentangy) will face.

No other district can match Galion for both "up front" power and depth. There is an interesting cast of characters at Firestone. Salisbury went to state last year as a heavyweight - a very light heavyweight - probably the smallest one to qualify. This year he has moved down to 215# (with the 275 pound transfer Hallett helping to convince him) and has done very well. He won at Norton and the Dies and was second to Hampton at Solon. He has excellent quickness and mobility. Hegedish would be ideal for the old 175 pound weight class we had for many years. He's just a shade too big for 171# and Corrigan blocks his path at 189#. So he's been at 215# and hasn't done badly at all, finishing third in both tournaments (Solon and Hudson) in which he competed. He has excellent knowledge and experience, but he will be giving up a lot of size. The rest of those rated all have some positives and negatives. Graybeal, for example, has an undefeated record but has wrestled a relatively weak schedule and has no district experience. A hot weekend for any of them, or for Dohse (Ravenna Southeast) or Hartlaub (Avon lake) could mean a ticket to Wright State.

There is really just one main man at Miami Trace. David Boyuk is far above the rest of the group. last year he won the OVAC and was No.1 in the area, but for some inexplicable reason (injury?) never got out of the sectional. This year he has been outstanding losing only a two-point overtime battle to the West Virginia state champ Pratz in this year's OVAC finals. lambert drifts between 215# and heavyweight. but should surface here at tourney time. last year at heavyweight his district lasted 61 seconds. The rest of the choices are part analysis, part guess work and part hunch.

State qualifier Allen again leads the Southwestern contingent. Last year he went into the states with a 43-1 record and a district crown, but lost 13-1 to Kania. However, he came back in fine fashion winning three consolation bouts to finish fifth. State qualifier Jackson also returns and should lock up the second state ticket. Both Wilson and Jones are good and it's difficult to choose between them. Wilson was fourth at heavyweight (one spot from qualification) and Welch, who defeated him for the third and last spot, ended up fourth at Wright state the next week. Jones was fourth at GMVWA and has wrestled well all year.

HVY.

PROJECTED CHAMPION: TIM ANDERSON (CLYDE)

TOP CONTENDERS

2. Kobus (Geneva)

3. Hawk (Elida)

4. Welch (Eaton) 

5. Poe (Bellaire)

6. Hallett (Coventry)

7. Heskett (St. Clairsville) 

8. Deaton (Franklin)

9. Mohner (NOCl)

10. Fabian (Oak Harbor) 

11. Sobey (Padua)

12. Crow (Teays Valley) 

13. Williams (Purcell)

14. Martin (Shelby)

15. Crock (Ravenna Southeast)

16. Tyrell (Galion)

17. Boone (Hillsboro)

18. Mangum (Minerva) 

19. Hughes (Bellevue)

20. Angelica (Steubenville) 

21. Easthon (West Geauga) 

22. Sonnie (University School) 

23. Berry (Blanchester) 

24. Garrison (Graham) 

25. Cottrell (Claymont)

Last year nine of 16-man heavyweight bracket were underclassmen and, in addition, another Division I state qualifying heavyweight (John Hawk) is now in Division II. That makes for a very crowded field many of whom have wrestled each other several times. So, for example, "A" wallops "B," "B" defeats "C" and "C" whomps "A" making for not only difficulty in ranking, but even in logic flow. Almost everybody here will be able to say they defeated someone ranked higher and, perhaps, lost to someone ranked lower (though that is not often remembered). One thing that all this turmoil will generate is an exceedingly interesting competition with even more upsets than heavyweights usually generate.

Rather surprisingly - considering the number and quality of the local Division II schools - the last heavyweight from the Northwestern District to win a state title was Rick Young nearly a dozen years ago in 1986. This year, however, two of my top three choices come from that area.

Tim Anderson was the district runner up last year to two-:time state heavyweight champion John Kelley and, in fact, was the only district wrestler to go the full six minutes with Kelley. At the state level he lost an 11-10 bout with Poe and was promptly eliminated. This year he is undefeated with titles at Clyde, Edison, Southview and SSC Duals - while racking up a very high fall percentage. This year he's defeated Fabian 10-1 and Mohner 12-3 among the top group of heavyweights. Hawk, who lost to Anderson last year, has had injury problems in his career but is now apparently healthy. A Division I qualifier last year he. too. lost his only bout falling 3-2 in overtime versus Salvino. This year he won at Tiffin and Rogers and has not often been seriously challenged. State qualifier Fabian returns and should also grab a qualifying berth. He failed to place at the MIT losing to Turner by fall and being outmaneuvered by quicker Sonnie 3-1. He did defeat Hughes to win at Oak Harbor. Crow is rated first in the Central District while Tyrell has had both ups and down. Tyrell is a good example of the vicissitudes of being a heavyweight. He was first at Galion, second at Marion, only fourth at the Gorman and didn't place at the tough Top Gun. This is a big group with no one mentioned weighing less than 260 pounds. A sleeper pick here might be Martin who has been. consistently good in every appearance.

The Firestone District is also very strong. Kobus competed in Division I last year but failed to qualify out of the Massman Perry District. This year he won the multi-state Midwest Classic and followed with a second place finish at the Top Gun losing only to Turner and upsetting Division III state champ Dean Taylor. The immense Hallett is an all-state football player with incredible strength. He is already a two-time state power lifting champ and an all-state shot putter. A state qualifier last year at Coventry, he provides the final link in a chain of excellent upper weight wrestlers for Norton. Mohner, the CIT champ. is up from 215# and has excellent mobility. He has good placement chances with the right draw. Sobey was a surprise state qualifier last year, and he can win a lot of bouts. He will be tested by this much stronger than last year district at heavyweight.

Poe and Heskett have met a number of times in the last. few years with Poe winning most of them; but it was Heskett who got the big prize, so far. by winning in the OVAC final. It is ironic that while Poe seems to win more often it is Heskett who owns an OVAC title, a district championship and a state place. These two are clearly the best at this district with Boone and the improving Angelica a step behind. The sophomore Cottrell is also a rising star, but will probably struggle to qualify this year. At the state level both Heskett and Poe have reasonable low placement chances once again. Last year Poe won two bouts but fell one win short of placing, while Heskett won two to make the semi-finals before falling to sixth.

Welch was a district third, but was outstanding at the state meet. After a first round pin he battled two time champ Kelley into overtime before losing 4-3. Then he w.on three consolation bouts before being caught in the same funky move by Wolford thpt eliminated Poe and finished fourth. As the highest returning state placer, he may well do better than his current ranking of fourth. Deaton, too, went to states and won one bout before losing to Heskett and then being eliminated in the consolation? -- He is currently 12-2 including a fall over Boone to win at Franklin. Williams looks good as a third choice, but Berry, Garrison, Monroe (Urbana) and Grothjan (Springsboro) are other hopefuls.

TEAMS

1. Graham - From a formulaic perspective, there are at least five teams with excellent shots at a state title. Graham must be a slight favorite because their big point scorers - Hess, Morgan and Erwin - seem a shade surer and they have substantial back-up strength in Lensman, Schlaegel, Knull and Wooten. It would be their first since Ron McCunn coached them to victory in 1982.

2. Columbus DeSales - Weilbacher and Preston are bankable for somewhere around 50 points, while Pusateri, Barnett and Carey can contribute if they are comfortable at their new weights. The upside is the freshman Barnett with tremendous potential and a lot of people like Canty, Bowman and Bazemore who could get to state. The downside is Preston's injury problem. A title would vault them into a tie with Coventry for most Division II team titles with four.

3. Clyde - A team that just keeps on improving and now has to be placed in the top tier of teams. The opening lightweights all could qualify for Wright State with West and Jennings particularly good. They'll need a big performance from Coe and Blackburn - and Kovaleski, Smith and Conner could help. If it comes down to heavyweight~ Anderson should win it for them. Of any of these teams they have the most chances to win.

4. Walsh Jesuit - Six state titles and two runner-up trophies - all in the decade of the '90s - is an incredible team performance. However, if they win it this- year, and that is not such a far-fetched prediction, it will undoubtedly be Bill Barger's sweetest and most rewarding triumph. The lightweights with Rooney, Daugherty and the freshman Romano are excellent, while Rawling, Jones, Sveda and Davis can also score at the state level. On a hot weekend they could win it all - and almost all of them return next year.

5. Lake Catholic-- Two state champs - Becks and Simmons - can score a lot of points, and Novakovich will do well at the tough 189# class. Nicola is their next best hope of putting some points on the state board with Trivisonno and Cook other possibilities. Again, this team has the firepower to be state champs.

6. Ravenna - Hampton and Hayes are favorites at 189# and 103# respectively, but back-up scoring is suspect. Bauer is a scoring threat at 171#, but then it's up to people like Dunfee, Lara, Edsall and Davis.

7. Oak Harbor -- Certainly not your basic great dual meet team, but Kania and Miller should be finalists and Fabian could contribute some, too. That might be 50 points which is easily in the Top Ten.

8. Clavmont - They may not be quite as powerful as was originally anticipated, but they are certainly not toothless. Toukonen and Abbuhl are returning state place winners, while Peters, Akers and Grove have state experience. That is a great nucleus to start with, but it remains to be seen how much scoring they can do at the state level.

9. Galion - They have a lot of upside potential - enough I believe to make tlie top five. Gilmore, Hieber and Shumate are the big guns with the first two having finalist potential. If they can get extra help from Wegesin, Tyrell. Barnett and. maybe, McClintock they'll move up.

10. Coventry -- Biel is the main man, but Benedum, Bray, Street and Hopkins are all potential! state scorers. The key will be get out of that tough Firestone District with as many as possible.

11. Perry -Three-time state qualifier Murphy should score big and all those middleweights -- Kellerman, Santee, Ashton and Siaper -- need to chip in. The real question is how much has this team progressed in the last two years -- the answer is likely to be a lot.

12. Twinsburq - Corrigan has finalist potential while Brooks and Michalek have placement potential. Hegedish could surprise a lot of 215s and Turle could win some close bouts, and then they're easily in the Top Ten.

13. Norton - The upper weights of Davis, Sailsbury and Hallett could score heavily, but the real key is a hot weekend for the mercurial Vail!.

Division II

Page 36

