Ransick Report 06


3rd Annual Ransick Report

Division I State Predictions

The main purpose of these predictions is to see how accurately I can predict the OHSAA state-wrestling tournament at each weight class and ultimately gets the most amount of correct champions. This is meant to be fun and for enjoyment and with that being said enjoy. I am a fan of the sport and former wrestler too; this is now my 3rd year I have done this. 

103

Predicted Champion: Bo Touris West Chester Lakota West 11th
1. Bo Touris West Chester Lakota West 11th

2. Steve Mitcheff Elyria 10th
3. Dan Genetin Massillon Perry 10th
4. Kyle Lang Brecksville-Broadview Heights 9th

5. Jimmy Millar Hilliard Davidson 10th
6. Vitaly Radsky Worthington Thomas Worthington 11th
7. Zach Neibert Beavercreek 9th

8. Alex Weaver Cincinnati Archbishop Moeller 12th
9. Kyle Ciccarello Lyndhurst Brush 10th
10. BJ Boosz Canton Glen Oak 11th
11. Jared Crasto Centerville 11th
12. Tommy Pretty Cincinnati Elder 10th
13. Scott Mattingly Uniontown Lake 9th
14. John Cobos Lakewood St. Edward 9th

15. Cody Schilling Mentor 11th
16. Mike Hillock Massillon Jackson 9th

17. Zach Sherman Cincinnati Milford 10th

18. Danny Foore Wadsworth 9th
19. Rolan Mead Harrison 11th
20. Garret Henry Solon 10th

While this weight last year was dominated mostly by the freshman that came through this weight this year another big name that many may not have heard of until this year and he has emerged as the clear candidate to bring this title home. Bo Touris of Lakota West looks to be the clear favorite coming off a spectacular summer in which he won the Cadet National Greco title and then went to AA in Freestyle and he has continued that success this year going undefeated buzz-sawing everyone in his path. He won the title at SWOWCA in which he thumped returning state placer Weaver (Moeller) 16-4, but his most impressive tournament this year was winning at Brecksville over the very tough Mitcheff (Elyria). In a great finals match he took down Mitcheff 4 times to win 9-8. To boot in his semi-finals win he beat DIII favorite and Cadet National runner-up Ben Sergent (Troy Christian) 6-4 in OT. Touris again showed why he was best at the state duals when he took down Genetin (Perry) on his way to winning 24-9 and then followed it up by again doing the same to Weaver in where he had him on his back after a headlock that came from nowhere to win 15-6. Touris looks like he is on pace to lock up his first state title after finally settling in to his right weight for once in his career after being undersized as a freshman and forced to wrestler 112 last year. 

Also coming from the Fairfield district is returning state placer Weaver who has been very erratic this year failing to place at the tough Ironman after getting upset by a tough freshman from Delaware then losing again to a freshman from Christiansburg. However of late he seems to continue that downward slide losing twice at CIT to kids who last year weren’t in his league. Then the biggest puzzle is how he lost to the Perry backup just last weekend at Mayfield Big 8. Is it just that he’s cutting too much weight at 103 or is that the competition has caught up to him? Behind Touris and Weaver are the tough Pretty who does own a win over Weaver and Crasto (Centerville) who should round out the quartet heading to Columbus.

With the districts being reset and shuffled up in the NE now one is out in NW at Waite. Leading the pack out of Waite is returning state placer Mitcheff who has had a spectacular season taking 1st at Avon Lake, 4th at Ironman, 2nd at Brecksville he poses the biggest threat to Touris right now but I think that he is still just a notch behind after what I saw in the finals of Brecksville. Mitcheff will be pushed at Waite by the very tough freshman Lang, the little brother of 4x state champ Ryan Lang. Kyle much like his brother is at 103 and wrestles a very similar style and he poses problems for many wrestlers there at those he will see at the Schott. He is a little undersized at 103, which may come to hurt him with the growth allowance. Also looking to get out are some other tough freshman Cobos (Eds) and Foore (Wadsworth). 

Leading the way out of the Darby district is returning state qualifier Millar who has had a solid season this year winning at DeSales and taking 5th at Brecksville to go along with that. He is the best of the bunch there and is the only one that would be a legitimate chance of getting a spot on the coveted podium. Radsky could be one that could give Millar a real go and make a solid jump for the podium he has been at times really solid but then at times has had lapses in the season but I have a feeling come districts he could be a real threat to Millar at districts. The freshman Neibert should also be here and could very well come away a district champion, he has been absolutely tough for a freshman this year he is a two-time JRHSC placer and a former runner-up. He probably is the second best freshman in the field behind the aforementioned Lang.  

The best from the Mentor district is the tough Genetin who has had a great season this year taking 3rd at DeSales, 3rd at Ironman, 1st Medina and 1st at Mayfield. He looks to find a way into the finals this year after failing to make it to state last year losing to Jameson in the go to state bout. Genetin poses problems for a lot of wrestlers with his length he does have pins over Sergent at Ironman but was losing at the time when he caught him underneath for the fall then he did pin Mitcheff in the bout for 3rd. He did get beat soundly by Touris at state duals, I wonder is it a case of cutting to much weight as he has wrestled duals at 112 and looks like he is sucking a lot of weight down. If he can make it past the weigh-ins long enough to make a deep run into the brackets you could see him in the finals just as easy as Mitcheff. 

112

Predicted Champion: Ryan Fields Lakota West

1. Ryan Fields West Chester Lakota West 10th
2. Colin Palmer Lakewood St. Edward 9th
3. Tim Peskar Maple Heights 12th
4. Aaron Reese Shaker Heights 11th
5. Pat Zamaria Brecksville-Broadview Heights 11th
6. Brian Stephens Piqua 9th
7. Jack Lichtenberg Strongsville 11th
8. Justin McCoy Cincinnati Elder 11th
9. Andrew Dinda Garfield Heights 10th
10. Seth Horner Massillon Perry 9th
11. Alex Radsky Worthington Thomas Worthington 11th
12. Ryan Farrel Cleveland St. Ignatius 11th
13. Chris Newberry Cincinnati Milford 10th

14. Ricky Garret Lodi Cloverleaf 10th

15. Matt Stoll Dublin Coffman 10th
16. Paul Funk Macedonia Nordonia 11th
17. Adam Wallander Cincinnati Archbishop Moeller 9th
18. Nick Ford Mason 12th

19. Jeff Ligitt Youngtown Boardman 11th
20. Corey Hinkle Grove City Central Crossing 11th
Last year a group of top-notch freshman burst onto the scene in a big way and when all was said and done 5 of those from that group walked away state champions. However only was took 2nd that was at 103 in this division and he has continued that trend this year winning in everything he has wrestled and done so with control and dominance. Ryan Fields (Lakota West) I think when all is said and done will walk with his first state title after falling in a tough match to Jameson (Fitch). Fields has been brilliant all year long pinning and tech falling his way through SWOWCA in which he pinned returning state qualifier McCoy in the finals. Again like his teammate his most impressive performance was at Brecksville where he beat the very tough Roche (University School) 7-2 in the semi-finals of that and then simply controlled the whole match with returning state runner-up Tinnel (Eastwood) in route to an 8-6 victory. 

However my choice may not be the most popular one and most people’s choice is probably the freshman sensation Collin Palmer (Eds) who has simply been brilliant and more important dominating everyone he faced this year. Palmer ran through Ironman until he was shell-shocked in the finals by the tough Triggas (Campalindo, CA) but he rebounded again to the next weekend to win the prestigious Beast of the East dominating Valles (Blair) 12-0 in the finals. Palmer won again at Medina pinning his way through the tournament with the brutal half series that the Palmer brother have made a living on. Collin looks to follow in his brother’s footsteps and win state as a freshman and be a potential 4x state champ. This match-up with Fields will be one of the most anticipated battles around and it will come down to if Fields can stop the turning power of Palmer which isn’t easy by any means. However I give the nod to Fields having been in the finals the year before along with being slightly better on the feet and that could be the difference when all the marvels are on the line come March 4th. 

Heading up the Mentor district is the senior Peskar (Maple Hts.) he is some what of a mystery to me he had a solid off-season knocking off the tough Kist (Iowa) and beating Triggas out at Jr. Duals. However he has failed to qualify to state yet and is a senior however this year he looks to be the best at Mentor and should be able to. Peskar hasn’t seen any of the big names 112 this year besides Bernard (Geneva) in which he won in a controlling fashion at Kenston. Peskar is tough but seems to be a notch behind the other two when it comes to this weight. Someone that could give Peskar a challenge is returning state placer Reese (Shaker Hts.) he has been solid this year winning at Solon but did not wrestle at Powerade and was up at 119 for Mason. Reese can catch anyone at anytime with that deadly cement mixer right off the bat which if he is trailing he could be very dangerous. Dinda (Garfield) looks to be the solid 3rd out this group. 

Leading the central district is another tough freshman Brian Stephens (Piqua) a former JRHSC placer he has took 3rd at the GMVWA only losing to the returning state placer Savage (Carlisle). Behind Stephens comes A. Radsky (Worthington) and Stoll (Coffman). This is a thin weight behind Stephens and the rest of these guys would shock me if they made an impact at this weight in March. 

 Out of Fairfield besides Fields is returning state qualifier McCoy who was 2nd at SWOWCA to Fields and was 5th at CIT too. Somebody like a Newberry (Milford) or Ford (Mason) could grab one of the last spots from this district and make it to state. 

119

Predicted Champion: Tony Jameson Austintown-Fitch

1. Tony Jameson Youngstown Austintown-Fitch 10th

2. Dante Rini Massillon Jackson 11th

3. Ricky Floyd Solon 12th
4. Tyler Adams Harrison 12th
5. Josh Palivoda Marysville 11th
6. Roshawn Jones Toledo Start 11th
7. Jordan McGuire Miamisburg 11th
8. Ray Arnold Garfield Heights 12th
9. Neil Birt Lakewood St. Edward 10th
10. Sam Nighman Painesville Riverside 12th
11. Kevin Byers Holland Springfield 11th
12. Sean Lloyd Lewis Center Olentangy 12th
13. Zach Cline Uniontown Lake 9th
14. Robert Calabro Springboro 12th
15. Dericheen Dukes Cincinnati Princeton 11th

16. Nate Hall Liberty Township Lakota East 11th
17. Akif Eren Perrysburg 12th
18. Ryan Peters West Chester Lakota West 12th
19. Kyle Krummert Cincinnati Milford 12th
Last year Tony Jameson won his first state title as a freshman at 103 where most of the freshmen that win state do so at that weight. He makes the transition up to 119 this year and I wondered in the beginning of the year how he would handle the jump up from 103 to here where a lot more seniors are at this weight. I wasn’t sure if he would be physical enough to handle that but those were quickly dispelled at Brecksville when he simply dominated the field from start to finish. He dismantled Stone (University School) in the finals simply turning him at will with his length and ability on top which makes him very dangerous to any wrestler he faces. I like his chances again to win his second state title this year. 

Jameson will not go unchallenged though especially at district’s where all of my top 3 exit from the same Mentor district. His main challenger is a foe he knows very well and who has the upper hand on him so far in his short career. Dante Rini (Jackson) looks to give Jameson his best challenge; Rini has beaten Jameson 2 out of the 3 matches last year including the district semi’s match. This year however Rini has been out with injury only wrestling thus far at Brecksville where he defaulted to 6th after losing in the semi-finals to Stone. A very physical wrestler Rini took 3rd at 103 after losing to Fields in the semi-finals, I look for him to improve on that spot come March. The biggest mystery this year is the quick Floyd (Solon) he wrestled only thus far at Solon where he took 3rd. Floyd took 4th last year after falling to the very defensive Sulzer (Eds) in the semis. If he is healthy he could be very dangerous to anyone including the first two kids mentioned. It’s a safe bet that 2 out of these 3 will be in the finals, as they will be separated from each other almost ensuring they are in the finals. 

Behind this solid trio is returning placer Adams who is undefeated this year winning at SWOWCA and Wadsworth. He is always a very tough wrestler and will keep in your face for the match and with some luck he could be in the finals against one of the big 3. Behind Adams is the tough Dukes (Princeton) who went 1-2 last year but has been very inconsistent this year as I think a battle with the scale could be happening as he is a very physically imposing 119. After these two it is a somewhat clear choice for the 3rd spot in Hall (Lakota East) but after that there is a group of wrestlers shooting for the last spot like Peters, Krummert and some of the Dayton guys. 

Leading the Waite district is returning state placer Jones (Start) who so far is undefeated I believe. However he hasn’t faced the most challenging of schedules and will be pushed by Birt (Eds) a come district that moved up to 119 this year and has done well for the weight jump. Coach Urbas will have him ready to go and watch for him to possibly win the district title there. After those two it is a clear drop off in talent level and a group of kids are looking to get out. 

Palivoda (Marysville) is the best of what Darby has to offer having taken 6th at Brecksville and is a returning state placer which could serve him well this year having been there before too. McGuire of Miamisburg is right behind and he has done well this year taking 2nd at North Canton and 5th in a loaded field at GMVWA. He is a tough wrestler and is well coached depending on which district he is at depends on how he is bracketed at state. After these two it is a huge drop off and those kids would be lucky to win a match in March. 

. 

125

Predicted Champion: Keith Sulzer St. Eds

1. Keith Sulzer Lakewood St. Edward 12th
2. Michael Lybarger Mt. Vernon 11th
3. Josh Steele Hamilton 12th
4. Eric Gobin Cincinnati Archbishop Moeller 10th
5. Bryan Holcomb Pickerington Central 12th
6. Marc Bryan Cleveland St. Ignatius 9th
7. Austin Hucle Marysville 12th
8. Steve Wall Warren Howland 12th
9. Paul Duff Westerville North 10th
10. Steve Grzebyk Cincinnati Elder 12th
11. Josh Speelman Mansfield Madison 12th

12. Justin Gooden Toledo Waite 10th
13. Matt Dennis Holland Springfield 11th
14. John Schreiner Mentor 10th
15. Jaimie Cairns Eastlake North 12th
16. Eric Hotopp Harrison 11th
17. Tyler Green West Chester Lakota West 10th

18. Aaron Warner Greenville 12th
19. Brock Cline Uniontown Lake 10th
20. Tim Beebe Troy 12th
This weight has been dominated by St. Eds for the past 2 years with Champions coming in dominating fashion by Madsen in 2004 and last year with Palmer pinning his way through state including a fall in the final. This year I like that trend to continue and the dominance too, Keith Sulzer fills that role this year. Sulzer who has signed with Northwestern will be an impact there for years to come with his ability on top and his opponent’s inability to score on him too. This year he has won at Ironman over my DII pick Jordan and also beat him soundly at the dual this year 8-1 too but he failed to place at Beast but then won again big at Medina. He has shown signs of offense lately and should continue that trend into Columbus winning his first state title after being runner-up to Mitcheff losing a tight 4-3 battle. 

Sulzer’s next best opponent will come out of the Darby district Lybarger who has been at 130 for a lot of the year has done well there and since moved back down to 125. He has wins at SWOWCA at 130 and he recently won Waite down at 125 pinning in the finals. Lybarger already a 2 time state qualifier but hasn’t done as well as he would like having a 1-4 record, but he has lost to the state champion both times to knock him back into the consolation. Hopefully this year he is away from Sulzer is he seems to finally have come into his own this year. 

Steele of Hamilton leads the way out of Fairfield a returning state placer who took 5th last year could very well end up in the finals if he is away from Sulzer. A very strong wrestler he took 3rd at SWOWCA and was 2nd to Jordan at GMVWA this year at the GMVWA he did have a big win over the tough Pike in the semis. Steele isn’t the only thing coming out of Fairfield another state placer who also took 5th but at 112 Gobin only a sophomore has continued to wrestle well this year was 2nd at SWOWCA. He was 3rd at the CIT beating the tough freshman Bryan in OT. Right behind those guys is Grzebyk who has beaten both at SWOWCA in back to back matches both coming down to the wire. He is very athletic and quick which will help him at the next level however he did take 5th at CIT getting majored by Bryan and was beaten by Gobin in the dual. After those 3 it’s a dog fight of kids trying to get out and the list is wide open for the last spot too but don’t expect much from the 4th spot at state. 

With the districts being realigned again this year the Waite district is very weak after Sulzer, as he should steam roll through that the next best guy might be Speelman who won at Gorman this year. He should win a match at state but standing on the podium ahead of some of those guys would be a tall order.

The Mentor district is a little bit ahead of Waite but not much the freshman Bryan who has been spectacular all year long taking 3rd at Solon losing only to Keyes (Walsh) and was 2nd at Wadsworth beating Sulzer in the semifinals before falling to Freeman (Berkshire) in the finals. He took 4th at CIT losing to Gobin twice but closed the gap in the 2nd match losing by 1 in OT. Right behind Bryan is returning state placer Wall who has wrestled somewhat of an invisible schedule which could come back to hurt him.

I save the best district for last as 3 of my top 8 exit from the Darby district. Holcomb leads the way behind Lybarger a brutally strong wrestler and a pinner he could be very dangerous to any he faces. He took 5th at Midwest but was the highest Ohio placer there however he hasn’t wrestle the traditionally stronger Pickerington schedule which may come back to hurt him. Behind him is returning state qualifier Hucle, who has been up and down this year taking 6th at Brecksville after forfeiting his last match. His match with Sulzer makes me believe that he will be on the lower end of the podium if he places after he was beaten 20-2 but Sulzer makes many good wrestlers do this. 

130

Predicted Champion: Danny Gonsor St Eds

1. Danny Gonsor Lakewood St. Edward 11th
2. Richie Spicel Brunswick 10th 

3. Zach Mizer Massillon Perry 12th
4. Alex Flake West Chester Lakota West 12th
5. Erik Mayer Sylvania Southview 12th

6. Trevor Davis Mt. Vernon 11th
7. AJ Hass Massillon Jackson 12th
8. Kevin Hardy Solon 11th
9. Eric Meyer Cincinnati Oak Hills 12th
10. Mike Mencini Twinsburg 10th
11. Marcel Clopton Shaker Heights 11th

12. Jordan Ciccarello Lyndhurst Brush 11th
13. Joseph Parra Barberton 12th
14. Brett Kennedy Marysville 12th

15. Jared Glaser Cincinnati Archbishop Moeller 12th
16. Tucker Guy Miamisburg 12th
17. Zach Goins Elyria 9th
18. Chad Rhoades Uniontown Lake 10th
19. Adam Meyers Vandalia Butler 12th
20. Eddie Suess Mason 11th
After much debate and breaking down this weight this maybe one of the hardest weights to pick this year as there are a plethora of candidates are all about on the same playing field this year. One guy seems to be a little bit above the field but it isn’t an easy call as he has been out for a good portion with injury. Danny Gonsor looks to bring home his first title this year after being back-up the past two years behind Sulzer and Harris, this year he has made the most of his limited opportunity he probably was the best back-up in the state of Ohio both years. He really took the summer by storm becoming an All-American in Cadet Freestyle in the biggest weight class out there taking an impressive 6th. This year he was dominating at the state duals majoring returning state qualifier Kennedy then followed up with a 15-0 tech fall of Glaser. Gonsor relentless and does not give up and is very tough on top. I suspect having a state finalist below and above you as workout partners will make you tough as nails too. 

Gonsor by any means isn’t the only thing at Waite, returning state champ Spicel is back at this weight after being up at 135 for some of the year. Last year Spicel made an improbable run for the state title winning bouts by 1, 3, 1 and 2 points on his way to the state title the last one coming in Overtime. He didn’t win a tournament along the way but came up big winning the state tournament and showed for a freshman that he can wrestle very well under pressure while doing so.  This year he was 2nd at Medina getting hammered big time by Straughn at 135 but has since moved back down to 130 and should make another deep run for a state title. Coming from the same district as Gonsor he will be on the other side, which is good for both. Parra and the freshman Goins who hasn’t wrestled much this year should round out the 4 from Waite and should win some matches at state. Behind these two is Mayer who qualified at 135 last year and since has moved down and done well winning Waite with a win over state qualifier Davis. 

Leading the charge out of Mentor this year is returning state runner-up Mizer who has finally settled in this weight and has been solid this year taking 2nd at Medina losing to Burns (Davison). Mizer began the year at 135 but with Straughn moving into that weight he is back down at 130 and should fit in better at this weight than he would at 135. He has been out of late and hasn’t wrestled since Medina but did certify and should be back shortly and he could very well knock off anybody on a given day. Right behind him is another state champ Hardy who was grown leaps and bounds this year all the way up to 130 but has struggled with the weight jump at times. Hardy is dangerous by slowing down the tempo of the match and if you make a mistake that could be the match as he can ride out with the best of him, last year he rode out Harris for the entire 3rd period to win the title. I this Haas maybe the 2nd best here behind Mizer he is built like a tank and is equally strong, I think he could be a problem for some wrestlers with his strength alone he took 5th at Brecksville losing to Kriwinsky and Flake. The last spot is going to be a battle getting out of this “Meatgrinder” between returning state qualifier Mencini and Ciccarello. I think that Mencini gets the nod as he does have a dual meet victory over Hardy this year. 

Flake is another kid that just is on the cusp of being a state champ, he lost an opening round match last year and then dropped another on to Young who took 3rd but was sick with the flu and didn’t wrestle to par. This year he has been excellent and more consistent taking 2nd at SWOWCA losing a close one to Lybarger who is now at 125. He took 4th at Brecksville losing to Gardella in a match where the officiating was a little suspect to say the least and again lost to Lybarger. He did win Mason having a big win over state qualifier Clopton a match where neither kid did much of anything. Meyer is right on the heals of Flake he is a returning state placer since they now place 8 respectively, Meyer took 3rd at SWOWCA losing to Flake and was 2nd to Boyd at GMVWA. He has the experience and has the ability to wrestle with anyone at this level. Glaser is here but a drop below the other two in terms of ability as he has 2 losses to Flake and one lopsided loss to Meyer. 

Davis is the best out of Darby this year; he has been at 135 most of the year but like Lybarger dropped down. He was 2nd to Lindsey at SWOWCA and was 4th at Brecksville getting pinned by Stevens in the semifinals match. Back at 130 he was 2nd to Mayer at Waite in a match where Mayer controlled. Davis hasn’t done particularly well at state in years past much like some of the other wrestlers but this year he has been far more consistent in his results than years past. I am anticipating that Miamisburg will be at Darby again, if so look for Guy to give Davis a hard push. He has been out of late and didn’t wrestle at GMVWA, and was teched by Kennedy at State duals. Kennedy also out of this district can be a threat to some and could squeak a placement in for himself at one of the last spots but is clearly behind some of the bigger named boys. He was 7th at Brecksville losing a close one to Haas before dropping a decision to Flake. 

135

Predicted Champion: Thomas Straughn Perry

1. Thomas Straughn Massillon Perry 11th
2. Germaine Lindsey Cincinnati Archbishop Moeller 11th
3. Ryan Brownlee Mt. Orab Western Brown 11th
4. Shawn Harris Lakewood St. Edward 11th

5. Jimmy Rendinell Chagrin Falls Kenston 12th
6. Jesse Dong Westerville North 10th
7. Angelo Castillo Toledo Waite 12th
8. Ryan Hopkins Marysville 12th
9. Matt Elliot Mayfield Village Mayfield 12th
10. Joel Cooperstein Mason 12th

11. Jordan Bryson Wadsworth 12th
12. Jamie Cramer Centerville 12th
13. Nathan Carmack Miamisburg 11th
14. Jesse Stevens West Chester Lakota West 10th
15. Kevin Hijioka Sylvania Southview 12th
16. Kevin Shadrach Parma Heights 12th

17. Anthony Wills Youngstown Boardman 11th
18. Bryan Massong Cincinnati Oak Hills 12th

19. Andrew Gushard Marion 11th

20. Chris Wolf Northmont 12th
At the beginning of this year it looked like Thomas Straughn was going to be another year away from his first title wrestling up at 145 after taking 4th at 130 and 5th at 140 last year. He took 5th at the prestigious Ironman losing the semi-finals to his nemesis Nemec, the score was close but you could tell that Nemec just has his number. Well Straughn then shocked a lot of people by dropping down to 135 and the results speak for themselves he pinned returning state runner-up Andrews of New Albany in the semi-finals then he teched returning state champ Spicel 21-5 in a match that showed he was the real deal at this weight. He won the title at Mayfield winning in OT over Lindsey but did take him down 3 times to Lindsey’s 0. Straughn is a very physical wrestler and doesn’t let up in your face at all times which could cause many problems for wrestlers that like to tie-up as he scores almost all his points off the tie and shucks. 

As mentioned before Lindsey took Straughn into OT he has been simply outstanding all year long he took 4th at Ironman, 1st at SWOWCA pinning Davis in the finals, 4th at PowerAde, 1st at CIT and 2nd at Mayfield. He is primed and ready to run for his first state title after failing to get out districts last year being upset in the match to go to state, this year I don’t see that happening by any means. Right on the heals of Lindsey is 2x state qualifier and former placer Brownlee who makes the jump up to Division I this year and he has done well for himself. He was 1st at Franklin, he was 4th at SWOWCA losing to the fabulous Moore twice, and he was 5th at Brecksville after a hard fought match with Cubberly in which the gym had to be cleared from a fire alarm. A strong wrestler he has all the tools and talent to knock off either Straughn or Lindsey but his conditioning needs to be a little bit better in order to go full tilt with the big boys. Cooperstein looks to grab the 3rd spot of the Southwest this year he won at Mason with a nice win over Brecksville runner-up Stevens. He had the unfortunate draw at SWOWCA facing Moore twice and both times wrestled him hard but fell just short. The last spot will be a battle between former state qualifier Cramer and Stevens. 

Shawn Harris is another wrestler that has grown leaps and bounds much like his state finals opponent from last year this year he is all the way up at 135. He has been pretty solid this year he took 4th at Beast beating Cubberly along the way but was 5th at Medina losing to Spicel then to the Davison kid. Lindsey dominated him at State duals but he looked hurt, I wonder how he is handling facing the bigger kids on a consistent basis. Behind him at Waite is returning state qualifier Castillo who looks to stand on the podium this year after winning a consolation match last year. He has been consistent all year taking 6th at Brecksville he did win at Waite over the tough Hijioka who also will exit from Waite. 

Behind Straughn at Mentor is two-time qualifier Renindell who has titles at North Canton and Kenston this year. He looks like the best bet to place in Columbus here after Straughn. Returning state qualifier Elliot is here also and could land a spot on the podium if gets a good draw and knocks off a big name here. 

The Darby district is lead by returning state qualifier and sophomore Dong who has been brilliant this year taking 2nd at Midwest to Andrews (New Albany) and won Brecksville over former state qualifier Bryson. Dong isn’t the only one with placement potential returning placer Hopkins is back and he should be able to grab another spot on the podium this year he was 8th at Brecksville this year and lost to Harris at State Duals but many good kids do. After these two it is a big drop off in talent level and it becomes very weak after that. 

140

Predicted Champion: Lance Palmer St. Eds

1. Lance Palmer Lakewood St. Edward 12th
2. Jedd Moore Mt. Vernon 10th
3. Tommy Weinkam Cincinnati Archbishop Moeller 11th
4. Nick Bodnar Youngstown Austintown-Fitch 12th
5. Mike Janik North Ridgeville 12th
6. Chris Kline Westerville North 10th
7. Sammy DeLiberato Lyndhurst Brush 11th
8. Nick Bohl West Chester Lakota West 12th
9. Adam Vaccari Hilliard Davidson 11th

10. Don Carraher Cincinnati St. Xavier 12th
11. Kyle Ruff Beavercreek 12th
12. Nick Newell Chagrin Falls Kenston 12th

13. Kyle Johnson Canton GlenOak 12th

14. Kanden Tolbert Shaker Heights 11th

15. Connor Rivers Painesville Riverside 11th
16. Nick Thompson Mentor 12th
17. Alex Kappus Cleveland St. Ignatius 12th

18. Matt Rager Wadsworth 12th
19. Ross Ambrose Strongsville 11th
20. Daniel Klontz Springfield North 12th

For anyone that has ever watched a bulldozer work it is quite impressive what it can do if you think about it. It flattens everything in site and just when you think it is done it goes back and does it again, nothing stands in its way, it may take a few times to knock it over but eventually everything has fallen and flattened. I say this because Lance Palmer reminds me of a Bulldozer in his frame and ability to pin people. Last year he pinned his way through sectionals, districts and states. If he doesn’t pin you right away he does what a bulldozer would do back-up and flatten it again but he does with talented wrestlers. A brutally devastating mat wrestler your lucky if you can make it past the 2nd period with his ability to ride and pin with his deadly half combination. He was 2nd at Ironman this year losing in a match that was exciting and sent shock waves through the crowd when he was put to his back twice by the tough Dunn of Reynolds, PA who has since moved up to 145. He rebounded nicely at Beast pinning over Cadet National Champ Ashmore in the finals and then crushed the field at Medina including a tech fall in the finals over Duffie of Davison. I anticipate that no one is really within a major decision of him this year and he showed why he is a force to be reckoned with and will make a great addition to the Buckeye line-up next year, he has all the tools to a great NCAA wrestler and expect to see that from him to shortly. 

While everyone is fighting for a spot in the finals across from Palmer many talented wrestlers are vying for that last spot and bracketing will have everything to do with that this year. I like Jedd Moore only a sophomore to make his first state finals appearance and his first visit to the state tournament. Moore who was injured all of last year was a Jr. High state champ over Spicel in 2004. He was 3rd at SWOWCA losing a close bout against Weinkam in which he got caught on a 2 point tilt and wasn’t able to get the lead back. He took 4th at Brecksville beating McLemore along the way he did lose to McLemore for the 3rd match but he has all the talent to be in the finals against Palmer. He won at Waite pinning in the finals but didn’t have the best of competition. Behind Moore at Darby is Kline who has been wrestling at a high-caliber all year, a state qualifier and also only a sophomore he should find a place on that podium. Kline has won at Midwest this year, and won at Wadsworth. Behind these two is returning state placer Ruff who has been up and down this year he was 6th at SWOWCA I am assuming that he is at this district as Beavercreek has been since they sent the SW sectional to Darby. Vaccari should round out the rest of the bunch another state qualifier here this weight is very deep here and some kids will not be making the trip to state this year. 

Weinkam the returning state qualifier has really grown leaps and bounds this year in terms of ability he has been brilliant to say the least this year. He took 7th at a deep Ironman weight beating Kyle along the way. He does own a win over Moore too and if those two meet in the semi’s this year it will be a great match-up. He was 2nd at SWOWCA losing to the Matre Dei kid when he got caught in the first minute. He has been a little banged up of late but should be primed and ready to go for state. Behind him are a slew of good wrestlers Bohl a returning state placer who took 8th last year had a rocky start taking 5th at SWOWCA losing to the Matre Dei kid and Moore but failed to place at Brecksville he has since wrestled better winning at Mason over the tough Tolbert. He should be ready to go for the post-season this year. Carraher is another tough wrestler who is already at two time state qualifier but his trips to Columbus haven’t been the greatest but this year it should be different. A deadly pinner with the famous St. X cradle he can be down and pin just about anyone at anytime making him a threat to almost anyone at the state tournament. 

Janik who transferred out St. Eds will see his former teammate at Waite this year he is at North Ridgeville and looks to be a far second to Palmer just like many people are. 

Bodnar a returning state placer is the best out of Mentor this year, he was 2nd at Brecksville to Lipp and 2nd at Top Gun to Moore losing in OT. He is a very strong wrestler and that could serve him well against anyone but Palmer, he was leading against Moore until Moore came back to win in OT. DeLiberato should grab a spot on the podium this year, he wrestled Palmer at Medina lasting only a minute, no shame in that but he is tough and could be a threat to anyone. Behind these two is Newell of Kenston who wrestler Lerer to the wire at North Canton and was the winner at Kenston. Behind these guys is someone like Tolbert or Thompson that could find their way to Columbus. 

145

Predicted Champion: Sean Nemec St. Eds 

2. Mike Haxton Strongsville 12th

3. Derek Foore Wadsworth 11th

4. Brandon Beech Mentor 12th

5. Muhammed Abdur-Rahman Cincinnati Princeton 11th

6. Jason Diyanni Reynoldsburg 12th

7. Tim Detwiller Springboro 12th

8. Matt Coleman Massillon Perry 11th

9. Steve Holley West Chester Lakota West 12th

10. Brett Ewing Miamisburg 10th
11. Andy Hill Grove City 12th

12. Cebastian Hilton Cincinnati Moeller 12th

13. Dan Kusnier Perrysburg 12th

 14. Dustin Shaffer Ashland 12th

15. Andrew Place Grove City Central Crossing 12th

16. Ira Lee Maple Heights 12th

17. Andy McNamara North Olmsted 11th

18. Mac Henry Bowling Green 12th
19. Michael Harker Galloway Westland 11th
20. Sam Brown Gahanna Lincoln 12th
Sean Nemec is a rare wrestler as many know, already a two-time state finalist and champion last year this year he has been absolutely brilliant. He has continued his ways from last year winning in almost everything he’s been in this year. He started off by beating his long time rival Travis Blasco of Blair in a one-sided match at Ironman, along the way he beat Straughn again in the semifinals. At Beast he took 5th his lowest spot this year losing this time to Blasco in the semifinals and then endured another loss to Dunn the same guy that knocked off Palmer the week before. He rebounded nicely at Medina winning over the tough Tank of Oak Harbor. He just seems to be almost at a different level and while sometimes the scores maybe close the match never is really as he is soundly in control of every match. He looks to be primed to win his 2nd consecutive title and by judging who is here he should be okay as he owns a state finals win over Foore in which he majored him 12-2. Nemec will be one of the wrestlers that at the state tournament that all eyes will be on as he progresses through the bracket. 

The Waite district is absolutely loaded this year as my top 3 all exit from it. Behind Nemec you have returning state placer Haxton who has recently made the drop from 152 and just beat Foore at Mayfield to capture the title there. He is a tall wrestler and that give some people problem. Haxton was 3rd at state last year defeating Gaier in the match for 3rd and was one point away from being in the state finals against the legendary Schlatter. He was only 5th at Brecksville but wrestling at 152 which I think had some influence on his reason to drop. He will have the benefit of being away from Nemec so I like his chances of making the finals. Right behind Haxton is Foore the state runner-up last year at 135. Foore a very talented and strong wrestler this year has been picking up where he left off for the most part he won at North Canton and Wadsworth but did lose an odd bout while wrestling the St. Eds backup at 152 at the State duals. He gave up 3 reversals in that match which was the deciding factor in that bout. I still think he could very well end up in the finals against from Nemec again as he too will be opposite of Nemec more than likely in the brackets come state. 

Leading the way out of the Mentor district is Beech who has been a surprise to me this year with the way he has been wrestling. He won at the tough Midwest Classic over Kusnier in the finals 10-6. The week before he was up at 152 where he was 2nd to the spectacular Rohler, his only slip up was at Brecksville where he got caught by Wilson and lost to the tough Diyanni. Behind him at Mentor is the tough Coleman who has been really solid all year and is dangerous with his cement mixer which can catch many people by surprise. He owns a win this year over Holley thanks to the cement mixer, and was 3rd at Medina only losing to whom else than Nemec in the quarterfinals match. Behind these two it’s anyone’s guess as who will get out in those last two spots. 

Out of Fairfield you have a group of solid wrestlers led by the spectacular junior Abdur-Rahman who has blazing speed and quickness to go along with incredible strength. He won the SWOWCA over Holley in a great finals match between these two boys. He was 6th at districts last year losing the semifinal bout by a point this year he has been out of late but if he is in the form at SWOWCA he is a threat to be in the finals. Right behind him is another kid who took 6th at district last year but who again has done spectacular his year. Detwiller has seemed to step it up of late this year he took 2nd at GMVWA this year losing to the tough Aylor of Ryle. Right on the heels of those two is Holley who just knows how to win close matches, which will help his cause greatly at state. Last year he went 2 and out at districts but this year he was 2nd at SWOWCA pinning state qualifier Hilton in the semifinals and beating state alternate Ferguson in the quarterfinals. He was a very impressive 4th at Brecksville winning 6 matches by 1 or 2 points. He solidified himself winning at Mason over state qualifier Place. The last spot should go to Hilton who has been out for some part of the year now with injury but did beat Holley at state duals in a close match. 

The Darby district has some tough kids to offer like Diyanni who was 5th at Brecksville beating Holley in an earlier match but he lost to Lovell in the consolation semifinal. He was 4th at North Canton and won at Waite over state qualifier Hill. Ewing if he ends up here which is a good possibility is very tough and is only a sophomore he does own a win over Diyanni taking 3rd at North Canton and was 5th at GMVWA this year. After these two I think Hill and Place will make a return visit to the Schott this year and should fair better than last year’s performance. 

152

Predicted Champion: John Pycraft Elyria 

	2
	Adam Phillips
	Massillon Perry
	Senior

	3
	Mazin Szalash
	Reynoldsburg
	Junior

	4
	Mike Mahon
	Cincinnati Moeller
	Junior

	5
	Kyle Bertin
	Lakewood St. Edward's
	Senior

	6
	Brett Weisenstein
	Ashland
	Senior

	7
	Josh Kassil
	Westlake
	Senior

	8
	Dan Holtzrager
	Normandy
	Senior

	9
	Angelo Mauro
	Centerville
	Junior

	10
	Cody Quick
	Mt. Vernon
	Senior

	11
	Clint Walker
	Madison
	Senior

	12
	Alex Haworth
	Olmsted Falls
	Senior

	13
	RJ Donadee
	Austintown-Fitch
	Senior

	14
	Chad Geist
	Beavercreek
	Senior

	15
	Colby Ferguson
	Cincinnait Milford
	Senior

	16
	Greer Bivenour
	Olentangy
	Junior

	17
	Mark Campbell
	Solon
	Senior

	18
	Justin Platzke
	Rossford
	Senior

	19
	Damen Abitua
	Whitmer
	Senior

	20
	Nick Rees
	Miamisburg
	Junior


If you remember as a kid playing enee-mene-mini-mo where you would pick by going back and forth saying each made up word to pick some after saying catch a tiger by its toe. Well I finally just let the tiger go and picked someone here after much debate in what is the most aggravating weight I may have ever had to pick. I like one guy just a notch above the rest John Pycraft stands out to me just slightly above everyone else. He somewhat solidified my thoughts on him winning soundly in the finals of Brecksville over the tough sophomore Kusar in a match that he dominated soundly. A tough wrestler and wrestles the full match he creates opportunities for himself to score and I think that is why he will end up winning this weight. Last year I thought he was going to place but after losing to Horne he defaulted out of the tournament after a fall over Hilton in the first round. However on the right day any of the top 8 can win here. 

Right behind Pycraft is Phillips who has some big wins this year mainly one over Bradberry at the state duals in which he won in the 3rd period. He won at Mayfield this past weekend making me wonder should he be my #1 as he beat Mahon 4-2. Phillips is a tough rider and can catch people easily on top if they make mistakes he failed to place at Medina but did draw Sponseller first round then lost to Witt Oak Harbor who took 6th. Again this shows why this weight is so hard to predict and anyone can win it. Also coming from Mentor is Holtztrager who certified here but has wrestled up at 160 mostly he should be back down here. After that the next best would be state qualifier Donadee who has missed most of the year with injury but is the next best thing out of there. 

Mahon is a returning placer from this weight he was 7th last year beating Szalash twice to do so. I originally thought he may win this weight but it seems of late he has struggled losing to Phillips and to Bertin at State duals. He was 5th at Ironman leading into the 3rd against Rohler but chose down and was pinned quickly. He dominated the field at SWOWCA although there was no one there. He took 3rd at CIT and Mayfield, he has wrestled the toughest of the schedules besides perhaps Bertin and it should pay off for him. Mahon isn’t the only thing at Fairfield returning state qualifier Mauro is back here but has missed most of the year with injury from football. If he is back and healthy he could be a real threat to Mahon and well in that case anyone in the field. After these two it gets real weak real quick and whoever qualifies out of those spots will have a short lived trip to state. 

Szalash leads what looks to be a pretty solid field from Darby he has been very impressive this year taking the title at North Canton and at Waite along with an impressive 3rd at Brecksville. I think he could win this one too but only time will tell, I think Szalash has been the most consistent of the bunch this year and that could help maybe he should be #1. Again I go back to the enee-meene-mine-mo theory so I stick with Pycraft. Szalash is the only one with realistic chances of making it to the podium at the Schott. The field gets very weak very quick this could benefit Szalash giving him a break before the grind he must face the next week at state. 

I again save the best district for last Waite seems to be the toughest to get out of at this weight Pycraft being the best here. 4 of my top 7 exit from this district and bracketing should be a big part at this district but I believe all should get out. The next best behind Pycraft is Bertin who looks to capture a title just like his brother did 6 years ago at this weight. He has a big win over Mahon at State duals in which neither wrestler did much and was 3rd at Medina too. He is a solid wrestler that could be the top dog but I just think he needs a little bit more offense. Right behind him is state qualifier Weisenstein who lost in OT at Waite to Szalash he is a tough wrestler and he could very well end up winning it. Rounding out the rest is returning state placer Kassil who was 6th last year but he wrestles an invisible schedule and I think for this weight that maybe a double edge sword for him as all of the other kids have seen each other on at least one occasion. 

160

Predicted Champion: Anthony Ciraky Westerville South

	2
	Dean Gaier
	Cincinnati Moeller
	Junior

	3
	Tony Bradberry
	Lakota West
	Senior

	4
	Travis Popham
	Mt. Vernon
	Senior

	5
	Derek Tomasone
	Lakewood St. Edward's
	Senior

	6
	Greg Heinz
	Painesville Riverside 
	Senior

	7
	Matt Milavec
	Elyria
	Senior

	8
	Corey Welch
	Green
	Junior

	9
	Kurt Hess
	Ashland
	Senior

	10
	Justin Berdysz
	Garfield Heights
	Junior

	11
	JJ Pankowicz
	Austintown Fitch
	Junior

	12
	Nick Cummings
	Lakota East
	Senior

	13
	Jeff Green
	Westlake
	Junior

	14
	Nick Sasfy
	Reynoldsburg 
	Junior

	15
	Ron Cartledge
	Maple Heights
	Senior

	16
	Matt Findley
	Lorain Southview
	Junior

	17
	Patrick Campbell
	Harrison
	Senior

	18
	TJ O'Connel 
	Cincinnati Milford
	Junior

	19
	Jeff Wiley
	Centerville
	Junior

	20
	David Cabrera
	Lyndhurst Brush
	Junior


Anthony Ciraky maybe easily forgotten about when it comes to returning state champs but his record speaks for itself. He hasn’t lost to an Ohio kid since his state finals match against Dustin Schlatter in 2004 when he was a sophomore. This year he is undefeated and won Midwest over Illinois state placer Hardy 8-1 in the finals. His record reminds me much of the Patriots during there multiple Super Bowl runs that they made, until he gets knocked off which he hasn’t you have to consider him the favorite. He owns OT wins over Popham and Bradberry this year both in the same week one coming in the dual and the latter come at Mason. He will be challenged this year more than last year when he really didn’t have a close bout with anyone at state. Has it the field has caught up to him or does he just like to wrestle close bouts that question will be answered here shortly.

Ciraky finds himself in much deeper weight this year than last as there are truly 4 state finalist kids here. The best district this year maybe the Fairfield where you have the talented Gaier who is only a junior leading this district the big question with him is will he be healthy enough to make a run against some of the stronger kids none the less he has been spectacular this year. Last year he had the unfortunate task of facing Schlatter in the semifinals, which was not pretty, but he rebounded nicely to take 4th. This year he won at SWOWCA in a great finals match with Bradberry where he hit a 5-point standing Granby to win. He took 4th at PowerAde losing to some of the big national ranked kids in lopsided matches. He again beat Bradberry at State duals but the match came down to the last seconds this time in which he won by a score of 7-5. Closing in on the heels of Gaier is two-time state qualifier Bradberry who was an AA in Greco this summer but does have a combined 1-4 record at state; this year should be much different the way he has been wrestling. He was 2nd to Gaier at SWOWCA as mentioned before but really showed what he is capable of by beating Popham in the finals of Brecksville where he seemed to pick it up at the end to win the match. Gaier right now seems to be a thorn in his side that won’t go away but he keeps coming closer and perhaps he could knock him off. He did wrestle Ciraky into OT where he rode out Ciraky for over 1:30 in the 2nd period, the gap seems to be closing in on Ciraky this year. 

Popham was the runner-up to Ciraky last year and I don’t think he has ever beaten him but it is getting closer each time. Popham was sick for SWOWCA but was 2nd at Brecksville and recently won at Waite over Hess in which he controlled the bout. Popham is a very physical wrestler probably the most physical wrestler in this weight and seems to do well off of using his strength to win his bouts. He does the advantage of being on the opposite of Ciraky, as they will exit from the same district he will see Ciraky back-to-back weeks with sectionals and districts. He has closed the gap on Ciraky this year in the dual meet we will see if you can reverse that fortune come sectionals and districts. After him it is a big drop off at this district I would suspect that they wouldn’t fare the best at state. 

Derek Tomasone career can be summed as what if? What if he was never injured and had to endure all the back surgeries for him to be back is a remarkable testament for this sport. If he is healthy I like him right here, he hasn’t wrestled much this year as I believe they are saving him for the post-season. A remarkable talented wrestler he can be a threat to anyone in this weight especially if he is healthy. Right behind him at Waite is Milavec who has been solid all year long and he could end up winning this weight depending on the health of Tomasone. He was injured for Brecksville but he should be ready to go for the big show. Someone like Green or Hess should grab the last spot and could maybe find a place on the podium come state. 

Heinz is the best from Mentor this year he was 2nd at Medina losing to Reader (Davison) in a match where he didn’t last too long but not many people do against Reader. He won at Riverside quite handily. He leads the best of Mentor like I said but I feel he is just a step behind the big 4 in this weight. After him the weight is very lukewarm at best I think a guy like Pankowicz is the next best bet to grab a low spot on the podium this year. 

171

Predicted Champion: Brian Roddy St. Eds

	2
	Dustin Kilgore
	Berea
	Junior

	3
	Eric Cameron
	Cincinnati Moeller
	Senior

	4
	Lou Miller
	Cincinnati Xavier
	Senior

	5
	Mike Marrero
	Reynoldsburg
	Senior

	6
	Mike Pushpak
	Brecksville
	Junior

	7
	Tony Santos
	Hamilton
	Senior

	8
	Mike Roman
	Glen Oak
	Senior

	9
	Tim Samson
	Toledo Whitmer
	Senior

	10
	Rasheed Muhammad
	Shaker Heights
	Junior

	11
	Matt LaFollete
	Marysville
	Senior

	12
	Dru Jones
	Wadsworth
	Sophomore

	13
	Jason Flynn
	Akron North
	Senior

	14
	Adam Weiler 
	Ashland
	Senior

	15
	Tim Samson
	Toledo Whitmer
	Junior

	16
	James Forte 
	Milford
	Senior

	17
	Jim Masterson
	Cleveland St. Ignatius
	Junior

	18
	Bo Delande
	Hilliard Davidson
	Junior

	19
	Dan Trusnik
	Macedonia Nordonia
	Senior

	20
	Ryan Nelisse
	Elyria
	Freshman


This is a truly remarkable weight filled with truly remarkable talents in this weight. However I like one kid that is a special talent and he may go down as one of the best upper-weight wrestlers of his time. Brian Roddy a returning state placer last year as a freshman he took 6th, if not for injury he could have taken higher I believe this year he has been remarkable. He was 2nd at Ironman to Cameron this year but did avenge that loss pinning him at State duals, Roddy is remarkably strong for any age let alone only being 16 years old. He was out a bit with injury but has since returned and done remarkably well beating Thompson of Graham in the dual soundly. I like his chances to win state as long as he is healthy; he is very dangerous to anyone at anytime as Cameron found out at the State duals.

Behind Roddy at Waite is Pushpak who won Brecksville this year in impressive fashion knocking off Marrero in the semifinals by fall stacking him up. I may have him a little low but I think he just on the cusp of being with the big 4 this year. After Pushpak, the sophomore Jones looks to be the next best he is brutally strong like Roddy and he is very talented but I think he shows signs of his youth at times. He will be a force and I think his strength and get him into the finals against Roddy here. After that it’s a true dogfight for the last spot out of Waite someone like returning qualifier Trusnik could be a force or the freshman Nelisse could sneak out. 

Dustin Kilgore was 3rd last year behind Miller and Koz at 160 and this year he has really been spectacular he won at the Perry Invite but was 2nd to Foster at Top Gun where he was stuck in the first period. This raises a question with me would this result happen too with Roddy who is a huge 171 that can throw people, I would doubt it but I have seen stranger things happen. He is a legit force and very well could win state this year. Behind him at Mentor it gets really thin really quick I think Roman maybe the next best guy here and he should squeak in that last spot on the podium. Samson a returning state placer at Heavyweight is down here to but his results have been what I thought they would be as he is dropping down 3 weight classes. On top of that they wrestle and invisible schedule so I don’t know what to expect this year from him. He was 3rd at Waite losing to Marrero by 4, he could grab another spot on the podium but I wonder if he is cutting too much weight. 

The Fairfield district is brutally loaded this year with Cameron, Miller and Santos leading the top of the pack. Cameron who took 8th last year losing to Miller in the match for 7th has been outstanding this year winning at everything he has been in, he won Ironman in a deep field, won SWOWCA over Santos where he controlled the whole tempo and won easily then he won at PowerAde over some tough kids. His only blip on the screen this year was when he was caught by Roddy at the state duals, losing 1-0 at the time. He is a very to wrestle against his length and ability to ride make him a very legit possibility to win state. He has since revenged his loss to Miller winning 5-4 at CIT and won at Mayfield but the sophomore Jones took him into OT in the pool finals. Miller who was up at 189 for SWOWCA easily won that field and was dropping down at Brecksville but they didn’t let him wrestle because of an infection he since has been cleared and picked up where he left off last year. He did lose to Marrero at the ST. X dual tourney and was 2nd to Cameron at CIT. He is very tough and on the right day could be up there in the finals. Behind them is Santos a state qualifier at 189 last year this year he is down at 171 he has been more consistent taking 2nd at SWOWCA and 5th at GMVWA. He does own a win over Miller last year at a dual so he is a very tough wrestler to both the kids above him. 

The Darby district is almost as tough as the Fairfield district Marrero is the best there as he won at Waite over Purdue of Genoa, but failed to place at North Canton and was only 6th at Brecksville. I can’t figure him out last year he was 2nd at Brecksville winning over Almer in the semifinals but he failed to make it out of districts. Then this year he beat Miller at the duals, I don’t know what Marrero will show up this year. If he shows up he has the tools to be high on the podium. Right behind him or right there with him is Lafollette who placed 8th last year at 160. This year he has been more consistent than Marrero and took 3rd at Brecksville beating Foster along the way. He is one of many that could grab that last spot on the podium. Behind these two boys it is very weak someone like DeLande could grab a spot out of districts to make it to state. 

189

Predicted Champion: Erique Robertson Maple Heights

	2
	Chris Honeycutt
	Lakewood St. Edward's
	Junior

	3
	Chris Iammarino
	Brush
	Junior

	4
	Vince Datillo
	Centerville
	Senior

	5
	Brian Porter 
	Mason
	Senior

	6
	Jon Waggy
	Wooster
	Senior

	7
	Ernie Porko
	Massillon Jackson
	Senior

	8
	Brooks Keefer
	Reynoldsburg
	Senior

	9
	Brendan Naylor
	Western Brown
	Senior

	10
	Tom Schoen
	Toledo St. John
	Senior

	11
	Myron Andrews
	Cleveland Collinwood
	Senior

	12
	Ryan Legg
	Westerville South
	Senior

	13
	Ed Bizorik
	Bellevue
	Senior

	14
	Rick Weatherholt
	Lakota West
	Junior

	15
	Matt Alexander
	Findlay
	Sophomore

	16
	Kyle Rooney
	Anderson
	Senior

	17
	Travis Sokolow
	Avon Lake
	Senior

	18
	Rendell Taylor
	Cleveland Heights
	Senior

	19
	Sam Cardenas
	Bowling Green
	Senior

	20
	Dan Canfield
	Lakota East
	Junior


Erique Robertson looks to win his first state title this year after taking a very impressive 4th as a sophomore at 171. Last year he took 5th at Brecksville and went onto win the Mentor district on top of that no easy task either. This year his results have been staggering he has absolutely dominated everyone and everything in his way we was undefeated at the state duals and he crushed the field winning at Kenston. He is a man among boys and his speed his equally impressive to watch. He is undefeated this year but hasn’t wrestled the traditional Maple schedule but I’m guessing the should be okay with his talent and speed. 

Right behind him is the St. Eds stud Honeycutt who moved back from Massachusetts this year. He is a former JRHSC beating Weakley in the finals ironically he had a great battle with Weakley at Medina this year where he prevailed in OT. He was 5th this year at Ironman losing a close 8-7 bout to Green from Florida then dropped another 1 point bout against a kid from Utah. He then was an impressive 6th at Beast but like I said he won an amazing bout against Weakley. He is a raw athlete and continues to get better and better as the season progresses. The only shame is if he is to face Robertson in the semifinals instead of the finals at state. Behind Honeycutt at Waite there isn’t much there a guy like Medzi could sneak a spot out but I don’t expect much from this field beyond Honeycutt. 

Iammarino was a state placer last year at this weight taking 7th losing to runner-up Hettlinger in the first round. He will come out of Mentor and should give Robertson a good match and should be high up on the podium. The top 3 of this weight are all juniors this year, which will make for some great excitement for this year and next year at state. Iammarino and Robertson aren’t all that Mentor has to offer you have the tough Waggy a returning state qualifier back at this weight and he should primed for a spot on the podium. Right behind him is the tough Porco who was a very impressive 3rd at Brecksville only losing to Srock in the semifinals of the tournament. He pinned state qualifier Keefer in that match for 3rd he maybe a little low here but he definitely could very well end up a lot higher on that podium.

The Fairfield district is almost as tough as 3 of the top 10 exit from this district. I like Datillo the best of this bunch he has really stepped it up this year he won at North Canton beating Keefer along the way and then was 2nd at GMVWA to the tough Brown of Covington. I have a feeling like the rest of the field he is just a step behind Robertson and Honeycutt but only time will tell. Porter is the returning district champ at this weight but going 1-2 he drew Srock in the first round then lost to Morrison in OT to be knocked out. This year he hasn’t been as sharp as I thought he would be after winning NHSCA Jr. Nationals last spring, Naylor knocked him off at SWOWCA but ended finishing 3rd. He is a strong wrestler but his conditioning is very suspect as he seems to coast after a while, this will hurt him against kids like Datillo or Naylor again at districts. Naylor was 2nd at SWOWCA and at Western Brown but failed to place at Brecksville he is another wrestler than seems to run out of steam as he lost in OT to Weatherholt in the consolation and was knocked out from there. Weatherholt should grab the last spot he was 5th at Brecksville and 2nd at Mason losing a close bout to Porter in the finals there this past weekend. 

Keefer is the best bet of state placement for Darby district he has had impressive results this year taking 4th at Brecksville and was 2nd at Waite losing a close finals bout to Iammarino 9-7. He should be the last spot on the podium come March. There isn’t much after him in terms of depth or talent. The biggest question remains will, returning state runner-up Hettlinger be back in time for sectionals and what weight will he be. He suffered a nasty injury in football but I do believe he should be back in time but the question remains what weight he will be at. 

215

Predicted Champion: Manju Jabbie Westerville South

	2
	Justin Powell
	Youngstown Boardman
	Junior

	3
	Kyle Gantz
	Warren Howland
	Senior

	4
	Sean Jameson
	Cincinnati Elder
	Senior

	5
	David Crowley
	Wadsworth
	Senior

	6
	Anthony Watson
	Sandusky
	Senior

	7
	Tyler Rasho
	Uniontown Lake 
	Sophomore

	8
	Nick Mernedakis
	Pickerington Central
	Senior

	9
	Cameron Campeau
	Kettering Fairmont
	Senior

	10
	Andrew Newcomb
	Marion Franklin
	Senior

	11
	Cortez Robinson
	Maple Heights
	Junior 

	12
	Jim Nemunaitis
	Brecksville
	Junior 

	13
	Fred Hale 
	Mentor
	Junior 

	14
	Ricky Simmons
	Dublin Coffman
	Senior

	15
	Benny Balogh
	Valley Forge
	Senior

	16
	Aaron Schecter
	Olmsted Falls
	Senior

	17
	Ben Rios
	Lakewood St. Edward's 
	Junior

	18
	Alec Barker 
	North Ridgeville
	Senior

	19
	Jorge Perez
	Fremont Ross
	Senior

	20
	Bryce Little
	Springboro
	Senior


This weight is another one that is very hard to pick just like the 171 as the top 2 or 3 are all about even but I think one guy stands above the rest of them. Manju Jabbie already a two-time state qualifier and returning state semi-finalist last year he looks to win that coveted state title. This year he has been absolutely crushing everyone he beat nationally ranked Brantley from Mount Carmel to win at Midwest beating him 8-5. He won at Mason majoring Campeau in the finals, he is absolutely dominating. He is as big as he is quick amazing on his feet and he doesn’t let up and presses the action the whole time. 

His main challenger is one he knows well, Justin Powell whom he defeated in the first round of state last year 11-6. This year Powell has been just as impressive and both boys are undefeated. Powell beat DII state runner-up Gantz in a dual 6-0 this year already and beat Nachtrab the DII favorite this year. He won at Top Gun this year like I said beating Nachtrab 9-3, Powell could very well win it this year as Jabbie but I have a hunch it’s going to be Jabbie this year. Powell will see Gantz again at Districts and this could have some big implications on where they end up with the bracketing and who sees Jabbie first. Gantz has since moved from DII to DI this year with the realignment of Divisions, he was a surprise finalist last year falling in the finals to the incomparable Marshall. He is a physical wrestler and that could serve him well against the field except for maybe Jabbie who is just an absolute animal. After these two at Mentor, I like Rasho here to grab that 3rd spot out of this district he was 3rd at Medina this year beating Iammarino in the consolation finals match. After that it’s a guess who else gets out of the last spot maybe Robinson or Stolarsky get that coveted last spot to make it out of there.  

Crowley who was a state alternate last year has since stepped it up and looks to make a run for his spot on the podium. He was 1st at Wadsworth and 2nd at North Canton losing a one-point bout with Clum of Galion. He was undefeated at State duals including a big win over Rios beating him 11-2. Right behind Crowley is Watson of Sandusky who was also a state alternate last year and this year winning at Waite. He should grab a podium spot, as it gets somewhat thin after the top 3 statewide. Rios looks to be the 3rd guy here but seems to be a notch below those two but knowing how St. Eds has there kids trained for the post-season he should be more than ready for the state tournament. 

Jabbie isn’t all that there is out of Darby, state alternate Mernedakis is here and he has been pretty solid all year long but the problem is they don’t wrestle the toughest of schedules but he is a big and physical wrestler that should get a spot on the podium. After him its murky and not so clear who else gets out of districts. 

Fairfield is probably the weakest of them, returning state placer Jameson is here but after him there isn’t anything that speaks volumes. Jameson who took 8th this year won at SWOWCA, 2nd at Brecksville and won CIT over the tough Meyer of DeSales in the finals there. He could very well be in the top 3 come March. After him Campeau is the next best here but I don’t think he has a realistic shot at anything but a 7th or 8th at state. Whoever else makes it out will be a state qualifier but I don’t expect anything else but that. 
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Predicted Champion: Brendan Barlow Westerville Central

	2
	David Wade 
	Beavercreek
	Senior

	3
	Frank Becker 
	Cincinnati Moeller
	Junior

	4
	Lance Wagner
	Centerville
	Senior

	5
	Torrance Nicholson
	Columbus Marion-Franklin 
	Senior

	6
	Andy Hartshorn
	Reynoldsburg
	Junior

	7
	Nick Terifaj
	Strongsville
	Senior

	8
	Antonio Jeremiah
	Hilliard Darby
	Junior

	9
	Nick Piccirillo
	Mayfield
	Junior

	10
	Alan Oswalt 
	Mt. Vernon
	Senior

	11
	Caleb Lipsey
	Cincinnati Sycamora
	Junior

	12
	Roger McBride
	Toledo Scott
	Senior 

	13
	Jon Krontz
	Toledo St. Francis
	

	14
	Scott Neria 
	Stebbins
	Senior

	15
	AJ Thompson
	Westerville North
	Senior

	16
	Steve Humphreys
	Medina
	Senior

	17
	Shane Cox
	Glen Este
	Senior

	18
	Cory Naro
	Amherst Steele
	Senior

	19
	Ben Collins 
	Maple Heights
	Junior

	20
	Zac Crum
	Westerville South
	Junior


This is another weight where there a lot of talented kids going after that coveted spot and almost all the credentials are even. Brendan Barlow of Westerville Central last year took 6th at DII this year he moves up a division and he hasn’t skipped a beat he has beat everyone he has faced this year. Only a junior he looks to capture his first state title but it won’t be easy at all. He is exiting from the toughest district as 5 of my top 8 exit here and 3 of them are juniors too boot. He won at Wadsworth this year defeating Nicholson in the finals in a close bout. 

The Darby district is absolutely brutal here especially if Wade ends up being here like he was last year. Wade is probably the next best guy and right there with Barlow he won at SWOWCA winning 5-2 over Becker in the finals. I like Wade and his style very athletic and doesn’t quit at all during the match. He won at Medina over the raw and athletic Jeremiah who is all of 6’7’’ feet tall too. He was a state qualifier last year winning one bout while there. Nipping at him is Nicholson who also is a returning state qualifier who is just another massive raw talent up at Darby, he lost last year to Kuhar 5-2 in the first round but did win a consolation bout. I would anticipate him doing better this year at state. Hartshorn a sectional champion last year but was 0-2 at districts, this year he has been outstanding winning at Waite pinning Jeremiah in 33 seconds. He was 3rd at North Canton losing to state champ Wade of Chanel 1-0. Right behind the rest of them is returning state alternate Jeremiah in only his second year of wrestling he is a physical specimen standing at 6 foot 7 like I said before, he was 2nd at Medina losing to Wade in a close bout and then was caught by Hartshorn at Waite. It’s a shame if anyone of these boys has to sit out the state tournament but that is the nature of the sport. To make matters worse you have Oswalt here who has been just as tough throughout the year. 

Fairfield is almost as tough Becker has really turned it up this year taking 2nd at Ironman beating state champ Wade in the quarterfinals, he was 2nd at SWOWCA losing a 5-2 bout against the equally athletic Wade of Beavercreek. He has wrestled the toughest schedule of the bunch and that will pay dividends for him here as he has seen almost all the top heavyweights in the state. He was 2nd again at CIT losing to the sophomore Hiles in a tight bout; he backed up his first win over Wade of Chanel with a win at Mayfield in the finals bout. Right behind Becker is the incredible thrower Wagner who comes over from Wayne. Wagner had a barn-burner of a match last year at state with Kuhar in which both guys were on their backs, I remember watching a combined 500 pounds going around like they were both 103. Wagner may not look like the most athletic but don’t let that fool you this kid can move and throw big. His only downside is he tends to run out gas as he did with Lipsey at Fairfield where he lost 11-10 in the finals. Lipsey is right behind these two while he is raw and athletic in only his 2nd year he does show signs of his lack of technique at times getting pinned twice at SWOWCA by Oswalt. 

Terifaj leads the pack out of Waite this year, another state qualifier he has been consistent throughout the year he was 5th at Brecksville losing in OT to Hiles. After him the field drops off in terms of placement possibilities especially considering what comes from Darby and Fairfield. 

Piccirillo leads what is at Mentor; he was 4th at Mayfield beating Hiles in the process but did lose to Terifaj in the 3rd place bout. He does own a victory over Oswalt this year as well. He should be district champion which helps his cause for placing at state. Again the same situation as Waite as the field is remarkably thin and doesn’t bode well against Fairfield or Darby. 

Team Placement:

1. St. Eds- Led by the older Palmer, Nemec and Sulzer right there are 3 state champions throw in Collin Palmer, Gonsor, Harris, Bertin, Tomasone, Roddy, Honeycutt and you have the legitimate possibility of 7 finalists this year the point record that they set last year could easily be shattered. 

2. Moeller- A beautifully balanced dual team and nationally ranked this year they should be second but a distant one which is the case every year with Eds. Big scorers like Gobin, Lindsey, Weinkam, Mahon, Gaier, Cameron and Becker should make up most there points and if Weaver ever gets back on track he is good for some points. They could possibly be second place and perhaps not have a kid in the finals but I don’t see that happening. 

3. Lakota West- Led by Touris and Fields both predicted Champions that should be huge point’s right there along with Bradberry who could just as well be in the finals too. Flake should be worth some big points along with Holley and Bohl finding lower end placements should have them easily in third. 

4. Mt. Vernon- They seem to be a better tournament team than dual team I like Lybarger and Moore’s chances to be in the finals this year, and then add in Davis and Popham and you have a solid quartet scoring. Getting Quick to score some points and somehow finding a way for Oswalt into state should solidify there 4th place spot. 

5. Massillon Perry- Straughn himself is worth big points as a projected champion; add in Genetin maybe finding a way in the finals along with Mizer possibly finding himself in the finals again that would be enough points to have them at 5th. Maybe if Shilling sneaks into state this year he could pick up some points but not having Hartley this year hurts them and there chances of moving up higher. 

6. Reynoldsburg- For them to be this high they are going to need Hartshorn to make it out of districts, Szalash and DiYanni placing high and making sure Keefer can place if they do all this and Szalash hits the finals they could easily move up a notch to 5th. 

7. Westerville South- Led by 2 predicted champs in Jabbie and Ciraky that should be enough to get them in here especially if both get bonus points leading up to the finals. 

8. Maple Heights- Led by Robertson scoring most of the points add in the concrete Peskar that should be enough to get the Mustangs back into the top 10 this year. 

9. Centerville- Lead by big man Wagner who could end up in the finals and the tough Datillo that should be enough for them to crack the top ten. However if they get Crasto to score some points and Mauro is healthy they should easily slide up in the charts. 

10. Austintown-Fitch- Jameson leading the way here with his devastating style if they can get Bodnar to place high or hit the finals that could move them up a notch or two. 
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