2005 High School Wrestling Forecast

34th Annual Edition


Division III

This marks the 30th year of competition at the Division III level.  It began in 1976, with eight man brackets and was contested at a location separate from the rest of the competition at Otterbein College.  I think it has been an outstanding success recognizing outstanding wrestlers from smaller school who might otherwise be overlooked.  At the same time, there has been a tremendous increase in the skill level of the participants--many of whom could compete successfully in any classification.  The winner at 215# will become the 400th Division III state champion that began with Reggie Johnson, and has included four-time champions, future national champs, and some of the finest wrestlers in Ohio history.  It would be an appropriate tribute, if, perhaps, the original group of state champions from 1976 be introduced and honored at this year’s tournament.

This year, the meet will be enriched by the efforts of an excellent group of younger wrestlers.  Both the sophomore and freshman classes are outstanding and their impact will begin being felt this year.  Again, this year, there is increased geographical diversity as every area of the state now produces outstanding wrestlers.

103 #

Projected Champion:  DANIEL KOLODZIK  (MIAMI VALLEY)

Top Contenders

	2
	Sergent  (Troy Christian)
	15
	Garrett  (Madison Plains)

	3
	Evans  (Delta)
	16
	Boney  (Nelsonville York)

	4
	Freeman  (Berkshire)
	17
	Ch. Clark  (Union Local)

	5
	Opfer/Harrington  (Sandusky St. Mary)
	18
	Schaefer  (Chanel)

	6
	Terzigni (CVCA)
	19
	Reyna  (Mountpelier)

	7
	Taylor (Elyria Catholic)
	20
	Householder  (West Jefferson)

	8
	Carpenter (Madeira)
	21
	Riesz (Beallsville)

	9
	Savage (Carlisle)
	22
	Pezzin  (Swanton)

	10
	Hall  (Tuslaw)
	23
	Border (Caldwell)

	11
	Strickland  (Bluffton)
	24
	Lewis  (Seneca East)

	12
	Ju. Young  (Norwayne)
	25
	Juzwiak  (North Union)

	13
	Pope  (Pleasant)
	
	

	14
	Giesler  (Elmwood)
	
	


I think this could be one of the best fields, at this weight class, in Division III in some time.  There are some savvy veterans returning and they’ll be joined by a whole host of outstanding newcomers.  The Southwest District, often seen as somewhat of a weak sister, has at least a half dozen high caliber boys competing for the four state berths, and every other district has top contenders at this weight.  A complicating factor is that there has been few match ups of the very best with Evans missing the early part of the year and Freeman and Opfer competing at 112#.

Important here, as it will be at most weight classes, is winning a district title.  Many perceive the district final on Saturday evening as being anti-climatic, in the sense that both boys have already qualified for Columbus.  Last year, every Division III state champ had won his district title the week before, and over the years, that ratio has hovered at around the 80% level.  At this weight class, with such a crowded field, the benefit in a better pairing could be most significant.

This is clearly going to be a confrontation between some savvy, older wrestlers, like Evans and Freeman and a batch of brilliant young freshman like Kolodzik, Sergent and Opfer.  I’ve gone back and forth as to whom will prevail without coming to any firm conclusion.

At any rate, I’ve gone with Daniel Kolodzik, the freshman from Miami Valley.  This will either end up being one of my most inspired choices, or one that will invite laughter and embarrassment.  Kolodzik, by the way, who is the Miami Valley team, is a two-time junior high state champ, with exceptional youth credentials.  He opened the year with a sterling 2nd place effort at the Ironman, including a 10-0 win over St. Edward’s Birt and decisions over Terzigni and Mitcheff.  He was 2nd at the GMVWA to Sergent--not a good sign--and 3rd at the Top Gun--losing to Jamison, who he had beaten in the junior high finals last year.  All his losses have been by one or two points and, in a normal year that record would assure you a Division III title.  This is not a normal year.

The Xenia District has six great kids.  Kolodzik, we’ve discussed.  Right behind him are two other freshman:  Sergent and Carpenter.  Sergent, a junior high state runner up (to Colin Palmer), has been superb and his 4-3 win over Kolodzik will have to be reversed if Kolodzik wants that coveted district title.  A tremendous mat wrestler, he is extremely dangerous in that position.  Carpenter has only lost once and he will be a major threat to the top duo.  State qualifier Strickland is back at this weight class and won most recently at Van Buren.  Savage was a state qualifier at 112# last year (he couldn’t beat out state runner-up Austin), but he, too, will be difficult to defeat.  Factor in the excellent Boney, and it’s quite a weight class.  I would not be surprised if one or two of this group might head for the somewhat easier 112 # class.

I almost picked Evans.  After all, he is the logical choice.  Now a senior, he was 5th last year at this weight class, and has finally reappeared this year with impressive wins at Waite and Perrysburg.  He was a district champ last year, but caught a tough fourth place finisher and got immediately dumped into the consolation bracket.  I wonder if he is vulnerable to good wrestlers in the early rounds because of weight issues.  Right behind him is the Sandusky St. Mary duo of Opfer and Harrington.  Everyone assumed that Opfer would represent his school, but Harrington, still rather small, has been brilliant.  I’m guessing he’ll be the favorite at this weight class next year.  At any rate, both are very good and one of them should easily qualify.  The last two spots are wide open.

Another potential champ is the very physical junior, Bryce Freeman.  He was 6th last year at 103#, losing in the quarter-finals to eventual runner-up Austin.  He has been at 112# --nearly beating Boing at Solon and winning handily at Kenston, but has finalist possibilities at this weight class.  It’s a solid district, although I don’t believe any of them can seriously challenge Freeman.  Young has had a super season, but does not wrestle a difficult schedule, while Hall and Taylor both won at Richmond Heights.  Terzigni is also good--a Solon champ--and Schaefer will get better because that’s what Chanel wrestlers do.

I’ve put Pope and Garrett in the top spots, but the Watkins District will be overmatched at Columbus.  It’s one of those situations where the weight class will be exciting and competitive, but the four qualifiers will struggle to achieve a low place the next weekend.  

112 #

Projected Champion:  DARREN BOING (CHANEL)

Top Contenders

	2
	Thome  (Troy Christian)
	15
	Morris  (Steubenville CC)

	3
	Guerra  (Sandusky St. Mary)
	16
	Reed (Collins Western Reserve)

	4
	C. Lint  (Cuyahoga Hts)
	17
	Abbruzzese  (Ready)

	5
	Gulley  (Tri-County North)
	18
	Jo. Young  (Norwayne)

	6
	Hambrick  (Jackson Milton)
	19
	Nelson  (Madison Plains)

	7
	Bt. Freeman  (Berkshire)
	20
	Brown  (Newark Catholic)

	8
	Blanca  (Edison)
	21
	Avila  (Margaretta)

	9
	Thompson  (Brookfield)
	22
	Stephen  (Barnesville)

	10
	Scarberry / Van Sickle  (Liberty Ct) 
	23
	Pike  (Greeneview)

	11
	Cz. Clark  (Union Local)
	24
	Counts (Elyria Catholic)

	12
	Wilson  (Malvern)
	25
	Gualtieri  (West Jefferson)

	13
	Weirauch  (Archbold)
	26
	Anderson (Bluffton)

	14
	Gambill  (Miami East)
	27
	


The last two years the Northeast District has dominated the lower weights in Division III, but then fared far more poorly in the middle and upper classes. Last year, for example, they won five of the first six titles and none thereafter, and in 2003 won four of the first five and only two subsequently.  There is reason to believe that this trend may well continue again in 2005.  The Northeast District is well populated with excellent wrestlers in the first five weight classes, but is unlikely to be favored in many above that level.

The choice is a difficult one, but I chose Boing because of his consistency and strength of schedule.  He won at Solon, beating Division I placer, Hardy, and at North Canton, while finishing 2nd at Brecksville.  He was 3rd last year, losing only to Austin in the semi-finals.  Thome has tremendous talent.  He gave Lint a 9-8 scare in the quarter-finals (Lint’s only close bout), but then quickly lost in the consolation round.  His district loss to Austin was much closer than Boing’s loss to the same boy--and that is true with Payne Lint, as well.  This year, he has been at 119# much of the time--finishing 2nd to the Kentucky State champ at the GMVWA--but certified here.  There is no seeding at this class, so I think Boing might want to catch Thome before the finals.

There are five excellent contenders for the four berths out of Twinsburg.  All but Freeman have previous state experience and he was the state alternate at this class last year.  Lint was 4th at Brecksville, losing to Boing 3-1, but defeating the redoubtable Llanas (no easy task--just ask Aaron Hart).  Hambrick and Thompson both won a state bout last year.  I thought Hambrick looked sluggish at 119#, but should do better here.  Thompson did not wrestle at Richmond Heights, but has been solid elsewhere.  Freeman has missed almost the entire year to injury, but will be very big for this weight class.  Last year, Lint beat him in the go-to-state bout.  Three other solid performers, Young, Counts, and Martin (CVCA) are also at this district, but their hopes dimmed when Hambrick dropped and Freeman got healthy.

The situation at Fostoria is almost identical – five solid performers and four state invitations.  Guerra has gotten off to a bit of a slow start, but like last year, I think he’ll be the best this district has to offer--he’ll also be the biggest of the 112’s.  He was 4th at 103# last year, despite 14 losses, and should be near the top again this year.  Blanca, Scarberry, and Weirauch are all former state qualifiers with the first named having pinned Guerra earlier in the year.  Scarberry will have to beat off VanSickle’s challenge just to make the squad at this weight.  I’ve always had a high regard for state alternate Reed and, this year he is likely to oust one of the previously mentioned four from a Columbus journey. 

The next two districts are not quite as strong.  There are three good candidates at Xenia, with the aforementioned, Thome, leading the way.  Gulley is a bit of a mystery man since I get few of his results, but his past track record is excellent.  Last year, he was 3rd at this district and then won two state bouts, defeating Clark and Froelich.  Strength of schedule may inhibit his chances.  The freshman, Gambill, third in the line, looks to be every bit as good as his elders.  He beat Troy Opfer 10-0 in the state junior high semis and finished 2nd to the excellent Fields--now in Division I.  The rest of this group is suspect.  Those mentioned, plus Brigano (Clinton Massie), Van Atta (McComb), and Breezley (Blanchester), are all possibilities.

There is tremendous depth at Watkins, but I’m not seeing the up-top strength we see at the other three districts.  There are a lot of possibilities, but no one looks like more than a low placer.  State qualifiers Wilson, Brown, and Morris have all moved from 103# to 112#, and it has not been a real smooth transition for any of them.  State qualifier, Clark, was a big surprise last year at 112#, and he might be the best at this location.  I’m thinking that, perhaps, some of the boys who didn’t make it last year will qualify this time and Stephen, Abbruzzese, and Nelson would seem to be the best candidates.  I think that there will be fierce competition from the very first round, with many bouts not decided until the last seconds.

119 #

Projected Champion:  MIKE WILSON  (PLEASANT)

Top Contenders

	2
	P. Lint  (Cuyahoga Hts.)
	15
	Evans  (Madison Plains)

	3
	Opfer  (Sandusky St. Mary)
	16
	Notte  (Ledgemont)

	4
	A. Tinnel  (Edison)
	17
	Foos  (Fremont St. Joseph)

	5
	Wetzel  (River Valley)
	18
	Kosky  (Bellaire St. John)

	6
	Froelich  (Ayersville)
	19
	Shubert  (Oberlin)

	7
	Long  (Miami East)
	20
	Runkle  (West Salem Northwestern)

	8
	K. Gardella  (Chanel)
	21
	Dodd  (Shenandoah)

	9
	R. Cloran  (Madeira)
	22
	S. Kayatin (Lima CC)

	10
	Jenkins  (Berkshire)
	23
	Hively  (South Range)

	11
	Austin  (Carlisle)
	24
	Reyes  (Belpre)

	12
	Dawson  (Ready)
	25
	Shepherd  (South Central)

	13
	McCullough  (Delta)
	26
	Holt (Martins Ferry)

	14
	Eavers  (Greeneview)
	27
	Toney (Mechanicsburg)


This is arguably the best weight class in Division III and it’s headed by a quartet of superior performers.  Each of the four has the ability to gain the top step of the awards pedestal and it will be fascinating to see which one of this foursome eventually prevails.  It is a situation where, if we could run the tape of the State weekend over again, the results would very likely be substantially different.  With Thome’s defection to 112#, I don’t foresee the Xenia District playing a major role in the outcome.  And the pairing situation could prove lopsided.  An unhappy possibility could put the Twinsburg champion in the same half bracket with the winner at Watkins, and the runner-up from Owens.  That probability (one out of three) would give the Owens District champ an enormous advantage.  Let’s take a look at the top four contenders.

Payne Lint, now a senior, dominated the 103# class last year, surviving only one close tournament bout (with Thome) to take home the title hardware.  He was just too big and too good as he fashioned an undefeated season, including a victory over the Division II finalist at Brecksville.  This year, that size and strength advantage has dwindled on his two weight-class jump, and, as mentioned in the 112# Division II essay, history may not be on his side.  Still, he won at Bellevue (over Tinnel) and Cuyahoga Heights, but was 4th at Brecksville, losing to the powerful Mitcheff by five and to Tinnel by two.  He also defeated Opfer in a close bout in the consolation semi-finals.  He defeated Wilson last year, so he holds victories over each of his primary opponents.  He should win at Twinsburg and then it is up to the ever devious pairing gods.

Adam Tinnel--coincidentally there are brother combinations galore here with Clay Lint, Steve Wilson, Ryan Tinnel and Troy Opfer, all with placement hopes--is still only a sophomore, but is a special talent.  Last year, he finished 4th at 112#, losing only to state champ Koballa and two-time state champ Wyant.  A tough, gritty wrestler, he beat Division II state placer Myers, 10-2, to win at Edison, but lost narrowly to Lint in the Bellevue finals.  He was 3rd at Brecksville, defeating Lint in the process, but losing narrowly to Wilson.  His few losses are always tough, narrow decisions that have the potential to be reversed the next time out.

A broken wrist sidelined Wilson at Sectionals and I’m convinced that my second choice last year would have been a finalist at 103#.  Now a junior, he was runner-up at Brecksville, winning close decisions over both Opfer and Lint before running into a buzzsaw, named Mitcheff, in the finals.  He is a strong six-minute wrestler and that makes him especially dangerous in the third period.  His semi-final bout with Tinnel, 9-7, was a classic, and showcased his determination to win.

Opfer has become a real enigma.  Always under extraordinary pressure to emulate his two older brothers (seven state titles), he has placed three years, but never been a finalist.  My view is that he was never developed one takedown that he can call on when it’s clutch time, and it has meant defeat in a number of close, hard-fought battles--that, and, maybe, he needs to relax more on the mat.  Surprisingly, he has moved down two weight classes (he was not allowed, for health reasons, to cut weight last year), and he is likely to be the strongest of this top quartet.  I’ve never successfully chosen the winner of any weight class in which he has participated.  It won’t be any easier this year.  Oddly, the Opfer brothers have appeared at 11 state meets and won their final bouts each time (7 firsts, 2 thirds, and 2 fifths).

This weight class shouldn’t be that difficult – should it?  After all, every one of the top quartet was at Brecksville where they finished 2nd through 5th behind Mitcheff.  They met each other four times--two of the bouts were decided by one point, the other two by two points.  What is comes down to, are the pairings--as it so often does.  Who wrestles whom, and when, will be a critical determinant.  My choice is Wilson, who I think is the steadiest of the group, but, quite honestly, you could flip a coin and have about the same chances of being correct.

Lint, should dominate at Twinsburg.  The younger Gardella, and Jenkins are next best, but they are a giant step behind Lint.  Gardella got off to a great start at Solon, but has struggled since then.  I think he’ll bounce back.  The fourth spot will be determined by who is having the hot weekend and can avoid the top boys early.

Tinnel and Opfer should be the class of the Fostoria District.  Winning this district could be critical because, if the one in three probability arises, it would isolate this district’s titleholder on one side of the bracket--an enormous advantage.  State qualifier, Froelich, is also here and healthy, but I think he is five points behind the top twosome.  Again, the last state berth is wide open.

Wilson seems clearly the best at Watkins.  However, Wetzel was 6th at 112# last year and he should challenge that top quartet whenever they meet.  He’ll get his chance with Wilson at the district level and with the others one week later.  The rest of the contenders as this district will battle for the last two spots, but will struggle to get even a low place at Columbus.  

The Xenia District is not likely to create much uproar at the state meet.  State qualifier, Long, is at this weight, and Cloran is a solid performer.  I’m thinking that with those exceptions, they’ll be outgunned in what will be a most difficult bracket sheet.

125 #

Projected Champion:  ADAM KOBALLA  (CHANEL)

Top Contenders

	2
	Mt. Blonairz  (Tinora)
	15
	Ch. Tucker  (Martins Ferry)

	3
	R. Tinnel  (Edison)
	16
	Pendlebury  (Waynedale)

	4
	Lemaster  (Caldwell)
	17
	J. Foley  (Worthington Christian)

	5
	Hermes  (Sandusky St. Mary)
	18
	Campbell  (Dayton Christian)

	6
	Pike  (Greeneview)
	19
	B. Skoff  (Bellaire St. John)

	7
	Steiner  (Waynesville)
	20
	Hall  (Genoa)

	8
	Hamilton  (Rootstown)
	21
	Prickett (Monroe Central)

	9
	Lee  (Elmwood)
	22
	Chasteen  (Black River)

	10
	A. Kayatin  (Lima CC)
	23
	Bechtel  (Academy)

	11
	Ellis  (Grandview Hts)
	24
	Zolman  (Northmor)

	12
	Taylor  (Elyria Catholic)
	25
	Carosielio  (Wellsville)

	13
	Grigson  (Northwood)
	26
	K. Cloran (Madeira)

	14
	Penix  (River Valley)
	27
	Skaggs  (Jackson Milton)

	
	
	28
	McNutt  (Tusky Valley)


This looks like a two-man battle, but with the proviso that solid long-shot possibilities also exist.  What makes it especially interesting is that the two principal contenders are very different and a clash of styles and, perhaps, philosophy, is a very real possibility.  In fact, there are clear dissimilarities that should make their meeting a fascinating one to watch.

State champion, Koballa, is now a junior, but he has already put some impressive numbers on the board.  A two-time state qualifier, he won both his district and state finals by defeating three-time state placer, Oliver Gray, in overtime.  Emerging from the powerful Chanel squad, he has maintained their tradition of developing superb lower weight wrestlers.  This year, he won handily at Solon and defeated one of West Virginia’s best to triumph at North Canton, but went 2-2 at the Ironman, suffering narrow losses to Sulzer and Pierson.  He was outstanding at Brecksville, losing only to Cubberly, a youth rival, in the final.  He has excellent techniques, is good on his feet, and knows how to win the close bouts.  He’ll have several of that variety at Columbus.  He may be a shade small for this weight class by February.

Bloniarz was 3rd last year at this weight class, losing a one-pointer to eventual champ, Hamed, in the semi-finals.  That was his only defeat in a 50-1 season, where he was rarely pushed.  Again, this year, he has been outstanding losing only in the Medina semi-finals to an out-of-state wrestler, while finishing 3rd.  Now a senior, he is very strong and quick, and, in my mind, a more athletic competitor than any of the top wrestlers here.

There is an interesting comparison.  Bloniarz took 3rd at Medina, with a 10-5 decision over Pierson, while Koballa lost to that same opponent, 8-5.  That’s an eight point differential in Bloniarz’s favor, but I’m still forecasting Koballa as the eventual champ.  Wrestling is not mathematics – well, not completely at any rate, and I think the tougher schedule and more varied workout partners will result in a close Koballa victory.  This is a seeding situation, so assuming they are district champs, they would not meet until Saturday evening--when Bloniarz will be huge.

There appear to be two other placement possibilities at the Twinsburg District.  State qualifier, Hamilton, looked exceptionally good at Richmond Heights and Chippewa and should be a factor here.  Neither of his championship bouts went the distance.  Taylor is, surprisingly, down from the 130#, where he went 1-2 at the district level.  Since he has competed mostly at 135#, it’s difficult to slot him at this lower weight since there is no performance measure available.  The last berth is wide open.  I’ve rated Pendlebury, Chasteen, and Skaggs, but a Drdek (Brooklyn) or Cowgill (Berkshire) are possibilities as well.

Bloniarz probably faces the sharpest district competition.  Both Tinnel and Lee are former state placers with good track records.  Tinnel was 3rd last year at 119# and gave Scaletta his only close battle, losing 4-1 in the semis.  Koballa and Tinnel were in opposite halves of the bracket at Brecksville and did not meet, as Koballa was 2nd and Tinnel 7th.  Lee placed two years ago at 103# and is a savvy veteran who can be tough to beat.  He is just down from 130#.  Hermes was a state qualifier at 112# last year, but has had an injury plagued start so far.  However, he took Tinnel into overtime before losing and will be fresh at tourney time.  If he can stay healthy, he could be a huge factor in Columbus.  Should any of this quartet falter, the excellent Grigson, or, maybe Hall, will quickly step in.

The Xenia District seems to follow the same pattern as Twinsburg and Fostoria-- that is three relatively solid looking qualifiers with a fourth wide-open state spot.  Pike and Steiner met at both the district and state level with each winning once.  I think Pike may, however, have moved ahead of Steiner, based on the results so far, with both having reasonable placement chances.  Kayatin (like Pike) won two state bouts last year, but was behind both of the above at the district level, where Steiner whipped him 9-2.  The fourth spot will likely fall to Campbell, the younger Cloran or Holmes (Spencerville).  All in all, the Xenia District will send a very competitive quartet to Columbus.  

The Watkins District is chaotic.  There are, perhaps, ten possibilities with only state placer, Lemaster, standing out.  He was 5th last year, losing 1-0 to twice runner-up, Gray, in the quarter-finals.  This year, I have him winning at Barnesville and Shadyside.  He should win this district.  After that, much will depend on the pairings with wrestlers of every kind competing.  State alternate Ellis is certainly a possibility and I like the freshman, Chase Tucker, who was a junior high finalist last year.  He seems to be showing rapid improvement, as does another freshman  (and younger brother), Bryan Skoff.  These two will be dangerous by district time.  Also, look out for the senior, Foley, from Worthington Christian--he was two points from state qualification last year.

130 #

Projected Champion:  BRAXDON SCALETTA  (CUYAHOGA HTS)

Top Contenders

	2
	A. Gardella  (Chanel)
	15
	Harnett  (Brookfield)

	3
	Nicola  (Bellaire St. John)
	16
	Windom  (CVCA)

	4
	Andrews  (New Albany)
	17
	Z. Schalk  (Hopewell-Louden)

	5
	Shindledecker  (Lima CC)
	18
	Keuterman  (Versailles)

	6
	Young  (Nelsonville York)
	19
	Furbee  (Shadyside)

	7
	Dobereiner  (Waterford)
	20
	Snyder  (Lake)

	8
	Rupp  (Archbold)
	21
	Moss  (Sherwood Fairview)

	9
	Hall  (Tuslaw)
	22
	Gettman  (Jackson Milton)

	10
	Hoover  (Richmond Hts)
	23
	Ware (Martins Ferry)

	11
	D. Hill  (McComb)
	24
	Robbe  (Batavia)

	12
	Magers  (Barnesville)
	25
	Sturgill  (Crooksville)

	13
	Estrada  (Fremont St. Joseph)
	26
	Albanese  (Fairbanks)

	14
	Stapleton  (Carlisle)
	27
	Fletcher  (Reading)

	
	
	28
	Vogepohl (Genoa)


The first four weight classes in Division III are all highly competitive with no “sure shot” winner.  That changes here at 130# with state champion, Scaletta, a heavy favorite.  That’s not to say he is upset proof like Jaggers last year or Schlatter, but a Nicola or Gardella would have to wrestle the match of their life to beat him.  As he said himself, the only one who could cause him to lose is himself.

Scaletta is one of the strongest 130’s in the state with a short, powerful physique designed for domination.  He has great, penetrating shots and good quickness to finish them.  He was 3rd as a freshman, 2nd as a sophomore, and then ran roughshod over most of his competition in winning at 119# last year.  He had the fastest final round fall since 2002 (Koel Davia at 275#), and has looked equally good this year.  His only close bout was at the Brecksville where the funky Friery took an early lead, but then succumbed to the relentless Scaletta.  He’ll be very tough to beat again this year.  

The biggest threat to Scaletta is an old adversary who he is likely to see three more times.  Last year, Gardella lost to Scaletta in both the sectional and district final.  At the state meet, Gardella was pinned in the first round after having constructed an 8-0 lead.  He then won four consolations before finishing 5th.  This year, he was 2nd at Solon (to Division II pick, Lipp), 3rd at Brecksville, and an easy champion at North Canton.  State qualifiers, Hall and Hoover, are the other top choices at Twinsburg, but there is a good depth at this district.  Windom, Gettman, and Hartnett all have opportunities here.  Ochwat (Garretsville Garfield) certified at this weight class after spending the early part of the year at 135#.  Strategically, it seems a suspect move, so I will rate him at 135#.

Nicola, now a junior, is still waiting to blossom.  Somehow, I anticipated that his teammate and classmate, Joe Skoff, would trail Nicola in accomplishments.  Instead, Skoff has already been a state finalist, while Nicola has had some bad breaks and has not yet placed.  I’m thinking that this may be his time.  He should lead a Watkins District that features two other state qualifiers (Andrews and Magers) and has good depth.  Andrews, just a sophomore, would seem to have placement potential, while Magers is more of a long shot.  Besides, those rated Fox (Newcomerstown) and Bortz (Steubenville CC) could be factors here.  

The Xenia District is again very crowded.  I’ve put Shindledecker in the top spot with Young and Dobereiner (who defeated Andrews, Shindledecker and Stapleton (twice), last year) close by.  However, they are in no way assured qualification.  The very strong duo of Stapleton and D. Hill will be quality threats along with Keuterman, state qualifier, Fletcher, and the younger Robbe.  It is a very deep field, but in the end, no one stands out as anything more than a middle-to-low placer.

It’s rather unusual to find the Northwest District as something of a “weak sister” at any weight class – but it looks to be true here at 130#.  State alternate, Rupp, is a possibility.  But, quite honestly, I was scrambling for names at this weight class.  Estrada, the Northwood champ, is also good, but there is opportunity galore here for the risk-taking wrestler.

135 #

Projected Champion:  JOSH FALK  (BLUFFTON)

Top Contenders

	2
	J. Skoff  (Bellaire St. John)
	15
	Tomaino  (Jackson Milton)

	3
	Terry  (New Albany)
	16
	Barga  (Versailles)

	4
	J. Gambill  (Miami East)
	17
	Howe  (Northmor)

	5
	Gombash  (Delta)
	18
	Hickin  (CVCA)

	6
	Mk. Blonairz  (Tinora)
	19
	Madden  (Swanton)

	7
	Sendelbach  (New London)
	20
	Arreola (Fremont St. Joseph)

	8
	Seebach  (Caldwell)
	21
	Jones  (Martins Ferry)

	9
	Ochwat  (Garretsville Garfield)
	22
	Dotson  (Liberty Center)

	10
	DeCapua  (Richmond Hts)
	23
	Wyse  (Grandview Hts)

	11
	Levy (West Liberty Salem)
	24
	Shepherd  (Fairless)

	12
	Moomey  (Collins Western Reserve)
	25
	Lopez  (Patrick Henry)

	13
	Schultz  (Archbold)
	26
	Cataldo  (Wellsville)

	14
	Brown (Carlisle)
	27
	Beam  (Cardington)


We have never had a father/son combination where each won three titles (and unless a faithful reader points it out, never one where a father/son were both just multiple winners).  At any rate, that barrier may be broken with the emergence of Josh Falk.  Last year, as a freshman, he went 43-3 and finished 5th at 140#.  This year, competing at 135#, he is a slight favorite to win his initial state title.  Many will remember his father, Mark, a three-time champ also at Bluffton, and the heart of their 1981 state championship team.  This Falk, perhaps, a shade smaller, has equivalent talent and that same personal energy that translates into victory.  It is no coincidence that the once dormant Bluffton program has been revitalized under Jeff Kleman and, once again, features a Falk.  Hopefully, as an omen, it should also be noted that three times, I predicted Mark Falk to be champion and was never in error.  

Falk’s job will be a demanding one, and it will start right at the district level.  Gambill, second in that fine brother combination, qualified at this weight class last year and won two state bouts--including one over Bloniarz.  He as 2nd at the GMVWA and gave Kyle a good match in the final before losing 3-0.  Levy and Brown also made it to Columbus--both at 125#--with Levy winning once.  I like both of them, but I gave Levy the nod based on his 5th place finish at Medina where he was a semi-finalist.  Right behind this group are Barga, state alternate, Hemmelgarn(Coldwater), and Crowley (Madeira).  They’ll have to pull an upset to qualify.

Falk will also face a strong challenge from the Watkins District.  Skoff was a surprise runner-up at 119#, wrestling three excellent bouts before running into the Scaletta buzzsaw.  He is now up three weight classes, but it has not been a problem.  He dominated the field at Marion Harding and also won titles at Barnesville and Bellaire St. John.  Right behind him are state qualifiers Terry and Seebach.  They finished 4th and 6th, respectively at 125# last year, with Terry holding the edge with a win in their face-to-face meeting.  I think, however, that I may have rated Seebach a shade too low.  After all, he was the OW at Shadyside, winning the title with a decision over Andy Mousetis, and lost at 140#, only to state champ, Clay Tucker, at Barnesville.  The last state ticket is very available.  I’ve listed four possibilities, with Aberegg (Beallsville), another possibility.

There will also be plenty of challengers coming out of the Fostoria District.  State qualifiers, Blonairz, Moomey and Gombash, are both solid.  Gombash got a 6th at 130#, and, recently, dropped to 135# this year, nailing down a runner-up spot at Perrysburg.  Moomey won a state bout last year, and, he, like Falk, has moved down one weight class to 135#.  Still, I rate Sendelbach slightly above them, based on his strong performance at 140#.  If he can get comfortable at this weight, he could be very dangerous.  That’s my top quartet, but there is another foursome nearly as strong.  I especially like Schultz and Madden, but Dotson and Arreola are also strong.  Add in Lopez, Okorowski (Lake), Smith (St Wendelin), and Basting (Huron), and it’s a prescription for chaos from the very first round of districts.  

The Twinsburg District is, rather unusually, the weakest of the four.  Ochwat, who, I believe, will, in the end, select this weight class, and DeCapua would appear the class of the weight.  Both are returning state qualifiers who got a win in Columbus.  Interestingly, Ochwat is up one weight class, while DeCapua is down one.  I didn’t think DeCapua looked very good, while placing only 6th at Richmond Heights.  He looked a little sluggish and sloppy on his feet and Sendelbach, for example, took full advantage.  However, his narrow 5-3 loss to my Division II choice pick, Kevin Lipp, and a runner-up finish at Kenston, suggests a late season drive for a state place.  After this duo, I’m not seeing much that’ll scare the rest of the state.

140 #

Projected Champion:  CLAY TUCKER (MARTIN’s FERRY)

Top Contenders

	2
	Dierkes (Jackson Milton)
	15
	Fout  (Madison Plains)

	3
	Wilson  (Pleasant)
	16
	Wright  (Troy Christian)

	4
	Bockmore  (Wellington)
	17
	Melko  (Bellaire St. John)

	5
	Lanham  (Middletown Madison)
	18
	Hook  (River Valley)

	6
	Burcher  (Indian Valley)
	19
	Packer  (Reading)

	7
	Bodenbender  (Liberty Center)
	20
	D. Foley  (Worthington Christian)

	8
	Coleman  (Fremont St. Joe)
	21
	Grilley  (Hillsdale)

	9
	J. Hill  (McComb)
	22
	Owens  (Dixie)

	10
	Reer  (Collins Western Reserve)
	23
	Peoples  (Northmor)

	11
	Dillon  (Brookfield)
	24
	Urling  (Fisher Catholic)

	12
	Welfle  (Norwalk St. Paul)
	25
	Thatcher  (Loudonville)

	13
	Sowers  (Mohawk)
	26
	Long  (Lake)

	14
	Runkle (West Salem Northwestern)
	27
	Smithberger (Monroe Central)


Last year, Clay Tucker had the kind of season you dream about.  He finished 46-0 and captured the state title in, perhaps, the most competitive weight class in Division III.  Now a senior, he has moved up two weight classes without missing a beat, and seemed primed to repeat.  Yes, there would be some tough competition to conquer, but after three state placements, Tucker seems more than able to handle the pressure and the unexpected.  He looked to become the first Martins Ferry wrestler in history to win multiple titles.  Then, rather surprisingly, Dierkes, who I was told would not budge from 145#, certified at this weight class.  I think it’s a great strategic move and suddenly Tucker has an opponent of virtually equal stature.

Dierkes was 2nd at 140# and his go-for-broke style won me over.  He had a 16-11 win at the district level and won 18-0, 18-3 and 17-12 before losing his only bout of the year to three-time champ, Shearer 16-7.  He is, again, undefeated this year, winning big at Richmond Heights with a 17-8 major over Braden in the finals.  Assuming they are both district champs (a reasonable guess), these two would not meet until the finals.  My guess is that Tucker, better on the matt, and an excellent rider, will slow the Dierkes Express down, and capture his second state title.

It should be noted that Jackson Milton, under Dave Tomaino, has become a powerhouse team located in a part of the state that rarely emphasizes wrestling.  It is heartening to see programs like this build and become competitive with the very best in the state.

The real threat to the top duo is the exceptional freshman, Steve Wilson.  Unseeded at Brecksville, he opened with three lopsided decisions and then was brilliant in defeating state qualifier, Grant Hoppel, by technical fall.  He lost a 9-7 semi-final battle to the state third-placer in Division I, Mikey Davis, and then pinned Division I state placer, Sean Stevenson, in the consolations.  It was a tremendous performance.

The Watkins District is very crowded.  I believe we may see some of this group at 145# where this district is much weaker.  State qualifier, Burcher, won a bout at Columbus, but everyone here (even Tucker), will have to be very careful.  State alternate, Fout, Peoples (one bout from Columbus), Hook, and Melko are all good wrestlers with district experience.  However, Urling, Herron (Tusky Vally) and Waite (Shenandoah) are also viable candidates.  Like I said, you might see some of this group at 145#.

Dierkes should have it slightly easier at Twinsburg.  State qualifiers, Bockmore and Dillon, are both excellent, but a half step behind Dierkes.  After them, there is a chasm to the next group of contenders for that last spot.  I like Bockmore a lot.  After a second round loss at Medina, he won four tough consolation bouts against quality opponents and then gave the excellent Straughn a tough battle before losing.  Also, watch Dillon--a clever mat wrestler with lots of experience.  He will be able to beat some of my top ten if he gets an early lead.  Grilley probably had the toughest district pairing last year.  He caught four-time state champ, Jaggers, in the first round and then after a consolation win, drew eventual state runner-up Kyle Huss.

My view is that there are four solid candidates for state tickets at Fostoria.  State qualifiers, Bodenbender and Coleman, are solid and the flashy Reer and solid Welfle, are also good.  I think all of them can score at the state level, and one would expect several placers, as well.  The one obstacle could be district pairings, since Reer and Welfle exit the same district.  That might open a spot for a Sowers or a Long.

We’ve kind of come full circle by the time we get to Xenia.  There are many solid, state choices at Watkins, four at Fostoria, three at Twinsburg, and now, two at Xenia.  I like both Lanham and Justin Hill at this district, but after that, it’s very wide open.  Hill qualified two years ago at 125# finishing 5th--losing to Tucker in the process.  He missed out last year, but he looked great at Richmond Heights, winning at the toughest weight class.  Lanham went two and out at Columbus last year at 145#, losing one of those bouts to Bockmore.  Down a weight class, he should place.  It’s slow going, after this top two.  

145 #

Projected Champion:  Jamison moss  (delta)

Top Contenders

	2
	Hoff  (Liberty Center)
	15
	Heasley  (Worthington Christian)

	3
	Baum  (Sandusky St. Mary)
	16
	Bilyeu  (Beallsville)

	4
	Ison  (Batavia)
	17
	Miller  (Garaway)

	5
	Bernholt  (Versailles)
	18
	Klaus (Mechanicsburg)

	6
	Braden  (Norwalk St. Paul)
	19
	Nester  (Seneca East)

	7
	Wiseman  (Jackson Milton)
	20
	Scavuzzo  (Woodridge)

	8
	Bogucki  (Reading)
	21
	Overfield  (North Union)

	9
	Tice  (Brookfield)
	22
	Fatica  (Richmond Hts.)

	10
	Nedolast  (St. Wendelin)
	23
	Bowers (Dayton Christian)

	11
	Soldat  (Cuyahoga Hts)
	24
	Hickin  (Waterloo)

	12
	McCort  (Bellaire)
	25
	Yinger  (Alder)

	13
	Lasch  (Collins Western Reserve)
	26
	Smith  (Barnesville)

	14
	Boso  (Amanda Clearcreek)
	27
	Heyob (Clinton Massie)


I wrote earlier that 119# was probably the best weight class in Division III.  But after re-examining this 145# competition, I may have been a little hasty in that assessment.  This time, we are blessed with a quartet of terrific competitors.  What we have here is a returning state champ and wrestlers who finished 3rd, 4th, and 6th last year.  Three of these boys, all of them from the Owens District, return at this weight class with the other, moving up from 135#, joining them.  It also creates a potential pairings nightmare with a lop-sided bracket that features everyone but the Owens champ in half a bracket.  There also exists the possibility that Moss, Hoff, or Baum might opt for the slightly easier 152# class.

My choice, as it was last year, remains with Jamison Moss.  He is one of the quintessential big match competitors at the district and state level.  A three-time district champion, he was a runner-up at Columbus as a sophomore and then won at this weight class last year.  He generally loses a handful of bouts prior to the last two weeks of the season, but has consistently come through when the chips are down.  Last year, Hoff beat him in the sectional final, but then fell 11-3 at Districts.  Moss, with the better pairing, went on to win his first state title (and Delta’s 12th).

Hoff remains his sternest test.  Still, only a junior, he was 3rd last year, losing the chance to defeat Moss when he dropped a close 6-5 semi-final bout.  This year, he has again, defeated Moss and won handily at Hudson with all falls.  Very powerful, he must guard against looking ahead for Moss, while ignoring other competitive opponents.  His ability to ride is unequalled by any of the other wrestlers here.

Baum is the wild card.  Now a senior, he was 4th last year at this weight class and 3rd in that crowded Owens District.  However, during those two weekends, he lost to Moss, 3-1, and Hoff, 3-2, suggesting that he has just about closed the gap.  This year, he moved to 152# for the Ohio Duals, losing in double overtime to Hill, and was 5th at Brecksville.  If St. Mary’s builds team momentum during the tourney process, he could very easily win it all (at either this weight class or the next).

Finally, the forgotten man in this quartet is Jacob Ison--6th last year at 135#.  A semi-finalist at that weight, he drew Jaggers in the semi-finals, and never quite recovered to win again.  This year, he was outstanding at the Division I dominated SWOCA at 145#, winning a major decision in the finals.  All those boys from the Northwest District, looking to pummel one another, need be wary of this competitor from the southwest.

Obviously, with Moss, Hoff, and Baum all at Fostoria, there is little margin of error for the rest of the competitors.  The clear fourth is Braden who is very good.  He was 2nd at Richmond Hts, losing only to Dierkes after getting a late start, due to football.  The pairings should work out with Moss and Hoff in one sectional and Braden and Baum at another.  That leaves three wrestlers--state alternate, Nedolast, Lasch, and Nestor-- with serious issues.  They could probably qualify at any other district, but it will take a major upset to do so here.  Unfortunately, 152# is not a lot easier, so there isn’t much there either.

I also see three sure qualifiers out of Xenia.  We’ve talked about Ison, but Bernholt may be just as good. You may remember him as a good little man, who placed at 6th at 112# two years ago.  Well, that model has been replaced with a strong 145# version that won the GMWVA and should place here.  Watch out for him.  The excellent Bogucki, a state qualifier, at this weight last year, has lost only twice and was 2nd at the SWOCA.  There, he lost a 14-3 final to Ison.  The last state berth might well go to Klaus.

Three seems the lucky number at this weight class, and the Twinsburg District is no exception.  Wiseman, Tice, and Soldat seem to stand out in this otherwise weak district.  None has had previous state experience and only Soldat made it to districts last year.  Wiseman, however, has made great strides including a nice win at Richmond Heights at 152#.  Tice is also solid, while Soldat has battling injury problems.  After this trio, it’s difficult to ascertain who are even the major contenders for that last state berth.

It is even more confusing at Watkins, where I’m not seeing very much at all.  Former state alternate, Miller, looks to be a player here, along with Bilyeu (who defeated him), Overfield, Heasley, and the like.  A wrestler with the best upset potential is probably McCort, who would seem to have a strong upside.  What you can anticipate, in my judgment, is a migration of some of the excellent 140’s who might be left out at that crowded weight class in this district.  Look for one or two of them to be qualifiers out of this district.

152 #

Projected Champion:  jeremiah  hall  (liberty center)

Top Contenders

	2
	Stuckey  (Archbold)
	15
	Warren (Martins Ferry)

	3
	Mages  (Reading)
	16
	Lopez  (Genoa)

	4
	Gallik  (Northmor)
	17
	Sanger  (Holy Name)

	5
	Frollini  (Shadyside)
	18
	Marshall  (Edison)

	6
	Bostleman  (Otsego)
	19
	Bajzel  (Cardinal)

	7
	Hatfield  (Hillsdale)
	20
	Ziegler (Mechanicsburg)

	8
	Robison  (Greeneview)
	21
	Poole  (Ursuline)

	9
	Hogue  (Brookfield)
	22
	Neff  (Waynedale)

	10
	Hines (Barnesville)
	23
	Osterman (Grandview Hts.)

	11
	Donley  (Lima CC)
	24
	Paxton  (Waterford)

	12
	Blanton  (Sandusky St. Mary)
	25
	Mohney  (Nelsonville York)

	13
	Chapman  (Hopewell Loudon)
	26
	Inks (West Jefferson)

	14
	Shockey  (Bluffton)
	27
	Layne  (Fairland)


Liberty Center has a dynamite group of middleweights, beginning with Dotson at 135# and extending through Bodenbender, Hoff, and Jeremiah Hill at 152#.  Last year, Hill finished 4th at this weight class, losing to the eventual champ, Baldridge, in the semi-finals, by three points, after winning his district title.  This year, he remains undefeated, including the title at Hudson.  A powerful wrestler, he will, nonetheless, face tough competition in his own district from Stuckey and, possibly, Baum--although I have rated him at 145#.  At the Ohio Duals, these two went into the 30-second tiebreak with Hill eventually prevailing.  It may be his exceptional riding ability that will become the key component of his title quest.  If he can ride a Stuckey or a Mages--turn them or at the least tire them--he will be the favorite to win.

Like 145#, this could be an all Fostoria District final.  Hill’s toughest competition is likely to come from conference foe, Stuckey.  The winner, I believe, will be the one who can impose his will on the opponent.  If Hill can make it a mat contest, he will win, whereas, Stuckey, will want to go on his feet.  Should Baum compete at this weight class (though I am assured he will not), it would add a complicating factor.  As it is, the state qualifier and Waite champion, Sli Bostleman, would seem to be the third choice out of this area.  However, he is not safe as there are a multitude of fine wrestlers right behind him.  Juan Lopez seems to have an erratic schedule of appearances, but on good days, he is very good.  Blanton and Marshall are both solid and could be factors here.  Both just missed placing at Brecksville.  Chapman has been successful at some of the smaller school tournaments, while Ross (St. Wendelin) or Jameson (Collins Western Reserve) could pull an upset.  We might also see one or two of the 145’s work their way up to this class.

One of the most surprising scores I’ve seen this year was Derek Mages’ win at the 152# final at the SWOCA.  He beat the excellent Popham, 5-1, vaulting himself into the mix at this weight class.  Three years ago, he was a district qualifier at 103# and last year a state alternate at 135#.  Clearly, he has strong upside potential at this weight.

Somewhat behind Mages are two contenders from the Northwest--state alternate, Shockey, and the experienced Donley.  They may be surprised by the Bellbrook champion, Robison, who has come on strong in the last few weeks.  Last year, he lost a first round district bout 25-18 and then was eliminated by Donley.  That might not be the outcome this year.  There are a lot of contenders at this district, but beyond Mages and, maybe Robison, I’m not sure they can win at the state level.

Last year’s consolation finalists at the Watkins District at 145# now look like the top duo at 152#.  In that bout, Gallik prevailed 8-6 and won one state bout, while Frollini won two.  Gallik was a freshman qualifier who went into the district with 14 losses, but wrestled extremely well.  He has, again, started slowly this year, 5th at Marion Harding, for example, but one can anticipate a late season rush once more.  Frollini was one bout from state placement, but an old adversary, Hunkler, defeated him again.  This year, he won at St. Clairsville and Shadyside and was 2nd at Barnesville to a West Virginia opponent.  There is a big drop-off after these top two with, perhaps, Hines or Warren next best.  Besides, those rated a Rossiter (Shenandoah), Milhoan (Malvern), or Brader (Worthington Christian) might be factors.

The cupboard is pretty much bare at Twinsburg.  State alternate, Hatfield, should lead the way with Hogue, perhaps, second best.  Most of the contestants are boys who are only placing (rather than winning) at local tournaments.  One mystery wrestler will be Ken Sanger.  At Holy Name two years ago, as a freshman, he nearly qualified for state action.  Now a junior, he has recently reappeared at Lutheran West and could be a real factor at the district and, maybe, even the state level.  I may have rated him too low here, but I haven’t seen enough results to make firm determination.

160 #

Projected Champion:  JOHN weakley  (cvca)

Top Contenders

	2
	Purdue  (Genoa)
	15
	Smith  (North Union)

	3
	Mack  (Tinora)
	16
	Bodey  (West Liberty Salem)

	4
	Estep  (Collins Western Reserve)
	17
	Marter  (Woodbridge)

	5
	Olds  (Sandusky St. Mary)
	18
	Hastings  (West Salem Northwestern)

	6
	Shannon  (Bluffton)
	19
	Sulek  (Bellaire)

	7
	Foote  (Cuyahoga Hts)
	20
	Rogers  (Cardinal)

	8
	Craft  (Dixie)
	21
	Snell  (Batavia)

	9
	Reed  (Crestview)
	22
	Schwab  (Clinton Massie)

	10
	Rozum  (Jackson Milton)
	23
	Swick  (Dayton Jefferson)

	11
	Stewart  (New Albany)
	24
	Kinzy  (Beallsville)

	12
	T. Stoll  (Edison)
	25
	Albright  (Indian Valley)

	13
	Smith (Barnesville)
	26
	Yeary  (Reading)

	14
	Schafer  (West Jefferson)
	27
	Roeder  (Waynedale)


Last year, Division III had an abundance of good, big men in all of the five upper weight classes.  Thobaden, Davia, Reichard, Whelan, and Hickey are some of the superior wrestlers that dominated these weight classes.  What was very noticeable then and is even more so, today, is that there were a huge proportion of seniors.  Only one of the ten finalists was an underclassman (Dye) and only 4 of the 30 placers return this year.    Even the brackets were senior dominated, none more so than at 160#, where only a single junior, sophomore, and freshman, made it to States.  This provides tremendous opportunities for those who remain and for newcomers with excellent skills.  The problem is sorting out those with placement potential from the rest.  It’s particularly difficult at 160# where there is no obvious choice.

Surprisingly, the two top contenders would appear to be a pair of improving sophomores.  The first of these is the quick and powerful John Weakley.  He was 2nd at Solon (on an illegal slam), 4th at the rugged Ironman and 1st at the Top Gun.  Last year, he was a state qualifier, but appeared tentative and lost twice --once to Estep.  I don’t expect that to happen again, now that he has experienced the Schott.  You’ll like watching him since he is aggressive and loves to score.  The other sophomore is the very talented Nick Purdue.  His story is not dissimilar to Weakley’s.  A sectional champ, he easily made it to the district semi-finals and then lost a pair of one-point decisions (one to Hill) and was a state alternate.  This year, he has moved it up a level, losing only to Popham by two points at Waite.  Both of these boys are going to be huge factors, not only this year, but the next two, as well.

Purdue will be at, by far, the most difficult district.  He cannot afford to stumble since there are a half dozen state quality wrestlers lurking in the bracket sheet.  All of them are rated on the left half of the ranking table.  With seven possibilities for four spots, you might eventually see some leakage to the far easier 171# class.  I thought Mack looked very good finishing 5th at Medina and 3rd at Perrysburg.  He started the year at 189#.  State qualifier, Estep, won two state bouts last year (including one over Weakley) and won at Tiffin this year.  Stoll won at Richmond Heights and has a win over Estep, as well.  He was not as successful at Brecksville.  As a backup, Olds won the SBC last year, and has the potential to beat anyone here.  Studer is another competitor showing great improvement, including a 3rd at 171# at the GMVWA.  Reed missed state qualification by two points last year and won at 171# at Crestview.  This is a very strong district and will test Purdue--and everyone else.

Weakley will not have nearly those kinds of issues at Twinsburg.  Still, with three of the top boys at Fostoria not qualifying, a Foote or a Rozum will have placement opportunities.  Foote lost an overtime go-to-state bout in the 30-second tie-breaker and should qualify this time.  Rozum lost an overtime bout to Stoll in the Richmond Heights final, but needs to have a better district this year.  Rogers might be the surprise here, if he doesn’t end up at 152#.

The other two districts are not particularly strong.  Stewart would seem to be the best at Watkins, but there are not a lot of wrestlers with advanced district experience. Smith just down from 171# is another top choice, but I'm struggling to find any more  I think there will be some names on the Watkins state qualification sheet that will seem unfamiliar to the vast majority of us.  

Xenia is a bit stronger.  Shannon placed 6th at 152# last year, including wins over Tripp, Bugner, and Bryant.  This year, he has won several tournaments and will be a factor in trying to better last year’s placement.  Craft qualified at this weight class last year and was a very close 2nd at Edgewood.  He’d like a better state pairing, which saw him last year drawing state champion Whelan in the first round and the 3rd place winner immediately, thereafter.  The last two spots are wide open.

171 #

Projected Champion:  JUSTIN tripp  (CVCA)

Top Contenders

	2
	Keck  (Jackson Milton)
	15
	Policastro  (Brookfield)

	3
	Wettengel  (Belpre)
	16
	Kirian  (Mohawk)

	4
	Strickland  (Greeneview)
	17
	Minshall (Jonathan Alder)

	5
	Hale  (Stryker)
	18
	Rochon (Madeira)

	6
	Urbina (Archbold)
	19
	Urcheck  (Rootsdown)

	7
	Meiring  (Delta)
	20
	Smith (Madison Plains)

	8
	Bevington  (Cardinal)
	21
	Underwood  (Cardington)

	9
	Lewis (West Liberty Salem)
	22
	B. Uhlenhake (Coldwater)

	10
	Hershberger  (Garaway)
	23
	Zerkle  (Shenandoah)

	11
	McSurley  (Clinton Massie)
	24
	Wilson  (Dixie)

	12
	Kelly  (Waynedale)
	25
	Beisner  (Versailles)

	13
	Riedy  (Sandusky St. Mary)
	26
	Border  (Ridgewood)

	14
	Herbert (Middletown Madison)
	27
	Ball  (Amanda Clearcreek)


I am an avid reader of mysteries, particularly those that use sophisticated methodologies to solve crimes.  In the novel, Twisted, a young statistically oriented intern teases out startling information from seemingly mundane data.  This is a talent that is desperately needed to reach a reasonable conclusion at this weight class.  No doubt, I am missing the obvious, but I have been totally stymied in my search for a viable candidate.  The wrestler with the best credentials is clearly Dan Tarver.  I, pretty much, overlooked him last year, confusing him, in part, with another 171 pounder with the same last name.  He was undefeated in the regular season--lost to state champion Dye at Districts, and then lost an overtime semi-final struggle to Lichty at States, eventually finishing 4th.  He would seem an easy choice, but it is not to be.  Tarver has missed virtually the entire year, due to a leg injury and then hurt it again, just before venturing competition.  If he returns at all, it will be at Sectionals and it will be at 189#.  That likely means chaos at 171#.

My choice is the powerful Tripp, shortly to be discussed in more detail.  He is experienced, consistent, and healthy--the last qualify particularly valuable at this weight class.  If Wettengel shows up at 100%, he is likely to be Tripp’s top threat.

It seems to me that the Twinsburg District is the strongest--surprising since only two underclassmen were in the district bracket last year.  Tripp, now a junior was a state qualifier at 152# and it was in his 11th grade year that brother, Chris, took a state title two years ago.  He was 2nd at Solon, losing only to the extremely good, Stewart of Detroit Central Catholic.  I was impressed with Keck at Richmond Heights.  It was a strong field and yet, he easily beat Urcheck, Kelley, and Policastro.  And, as it turns out, all three of them are also possibilities for state berths.  Kelley, in particular, was a state alternate last year, winning four district consolation bouts.  The one wild card is Bevington, who certified at 171#, but has generally competed at 189#.  He won two district bouts at 189# last year and should be a real factor at this weight class.

The Xenia District may be nearly as good--depending on Wettengel.  The big senior has missed the entire season to this point, but he did certify at 171#.  Last year, he dominated this district including a 14-0 win over McSurley.  A 17-11 quarter-final loss at States seemed to blunt his momentum and he did not place.  At full strength, he could be a finalist.  State qualifier, Strickland, is also here, as is state alternate, McSurley.  This is a pretty good trio and it is augmented by a group of strong competitors.  I like Lewis to qualify, and certainly people like Herbert, Beisner, Rochon or Uhlenhake could beat any of the top people here.  I’m not sure that Lewis might not be second best, only to Wettengel and that Herbert, who was slammed on his way to a possible state berth last year isn’t third best. On the other hand Beisner comes from a storied program and both Rochon and Uhlenhake have upset potential.

Rather surprisingly, I’m not seeing that much at Fostoria, but, again, I haven’t factored in the possibility of 160’s moving in this direction.  State alternate, Hale, Urbina and Meiring, have put up the best numbers and are high probability qualifiers.  The freshman, Kirian, is a real threat, but his time to rule this district is still a year away.  Now that Dye has opted for 189#, Riedy will compete here.  He is part of that trio of upper middleweights--Blanton, Olds, and Riedy--who are a talented, but unproven quantity.

Parity is the rule of the day at Watkins, with a lot of folks that we haven’t, up to now, heard much about.  Whoever qualifies, it seems unlikely that they will be a high impact force at Columbus.  It would seem that Lahmers, Minshall, and, maybe, Hershberger, are the top trio, but there is little certitude here.

189 #

Projected Champion:  spencer dye  (sandusky st. mary)

Top Contenders

	2
	Jones  (Westfall)
	15
	Steigerwald  (Kirtland)

	3
	Porter  (Berkshire)
	16
	Ross  (Clinton Massie)

	4
	Yoder  (Martins Ferry)
	17
	Toth  (Cardinal)

	5
	Fox  (Margaretta)
	18
	Ballenger  (Pleasant)

	6
	Dowe (Brooklyn)
	19
	K. Uhlenhake (Coldwater)

	7
	Groff  (Sandy Valley)
	20
	Nester  (Grand Valley)

	8
	Haubert  (Mohawk)
	21
	Horvath  (Genoa)

	9
	Brown  (Covington)
	22
	Engeldinger  (Tusky CC)

	10
	Schnittger (Lutheran West)
	23
	Washington  (Malvern)

	11
	Tarver  (Lake)
	24
	Hooper  (Manchester)

	12
	Rice  (West Jefferson)
	25
	Heater  (Elmwood)

	13
	O’Brien  (Lima CC)
	26
	Davis  (Versailles)

	14
	Reichard  (New Albany)
	27
	Ishmael  (North Baltimore)

	
	
	28
	Sneary  (Allen East)


Should he compete at anywhere near his past performance level, Spencer Dye will be a strong favorite to win his second state title.  Still, we have yet to see him on the mat, as he seems plagued by injury, distracted by football scholarships, and said to be suffering from disinterest in the rigors of wrestling (or at least practice).  Who can say?  Last year, he was 54-2 and his run through the state tournament process bordered on brilliance.  He has always been one to seek scoring opportunities and he wrestles a style that can only be admired.  He had three falls at Columbus--including one in the finals--and remains a real crowd pleaser.  Here’s hoping (at least all of us except the current 189# contenders), we see a healthy, motivated Spencer Dye one last time at the state meet.

Last year, in the chaos of the final hours of preparing this report, I inadvertently left David Jones’ name off the ranking grid.  The text discussed his possibilities, but his ranking at 7th was lost.  He proved to be even better than that, by finishing a strong 5th, losing a quarter final squeaker by one point and then losing to his nemesis, Wright, by fall for the second straight week.  Should Dye be in less than top form or over-confident, one would expect that Jones might stand the best chance of capturing the state title.  He now dominates his district competition and will prove to be a handful for those coming from other parts of the state.

There appear to be four clear-cut choices for state qualification at Fostoria.  Dye, if healthy, should dominate. State qualifier, Haubert, and state alternate, Fox, are very good and should have little trouble with the qualification process.  Fox won at Tiffin and Sylvania Southview, while Haubert just entered the lineup when Kirian and Studer moved down.  He’ll be fresh at tourney time.  That leaves Tarver, who would be ranked much higher, if it seemed he would be at 100%.  The trio of Horvath, Ishmael, and Heater, would have the best chance to qualify if Tarver is still out.  Even with Tarver, we may have pairings issues because of the sectional breakouts.

Jones will also see some good competition at Xenia.  State qualifier, Brown, is back and he won the mammoth GMVWA at this weight class.  He may be a top four type competitor.  State alternate, O’Brien, has been effective all year and he’ll be competing with Uhlenhake, Ross, Sneary, and Davis for those last two spots.  However, I would not be surprised if Curtis (Mechanicsburg), Lukacs (Dixie) or Fey (Blanchester), grab a state ticket.

There are three wrestlers at Twinsburg and all have the potential to nail down a high state place.  Porter was the state alternate at 171# last year, losing on a very controversial disqualification in his go-to-state bout.  This year, he was 2nd at Solon and 1st at Kenston--both tournaments with many Division I and II squads.  He has finalist potential. Dowe was one bout from States last year and has been at 215# much of this season. If he retains the strength and power I saw him exhibit at that weight at 189# he'll be very difficult to beat.  Schnittger, also a state alternate (189#), is a bit of an enigma.  He was a state qualifier as a freshman, but hasn’t been back since.  Last year, he was a district semi-finalist and then lost a pair of one-point bouts (4-3 and 1-0).  This year, he dominated at Richmond Heights and has been solid in dual meets.  However, he still has a penchant for the occasional mistake--deadly at the top level of competition.  Still, he erases many of them with his pinning ability. That leaves one opening for about five or six contenders.  The lanky, Steigerwald, might be a possibility--3rd at Richmond Heights and 1st at Southview--while Nester, a finalist at Richmond, is another thought.  However, Hooper, Toth and Kilbel are almost equally as good.

Former state placer, Yoder, heads the Watkins District.  A late starter, I thought he might head toward 171#, but that has not been the case.  He was pinned once at this new class, but has rebounded with a bushel basket of wins.  State alternate, Groff, caught a break last year when he replaced an injured wrestler and went 1-2 at Columbus, including a win over Brown.  Rice and Reichard are also good, while Washington, Engeldinger, and Ballenger are other possibilities.

215 #

Projected Champion:  joe reamer  (mohawk)

Top Contenders

	2
	Patton (Berkshire)
	15
	C. Kilbel  (Woodridge)

	3
	Girlie (Ayersville)
	16
	Caudill (Spencerville)

	4
	VanSickle  (Liberty Center)
	17
	Soland (Bellaire)

	5
	Nowlan  (Bluffton)
	18
	Taylor  (Blanchester)

	6
	Keiser  (Versailles)
	19
	Dillinger  (Sandusky St. Mary)

	7
	Horn  (Shenandoah)
	20
	Tenney  (Norwayne)

	8
	Carr  (Northmor)
	21
	Tutie  (Black River)

	9
	Taynor  (Swanton)
	22
	Parks  (Ursuline)

	10
	Oswalt (Coldwater)
	23
	Usilton  (Fisher Catholic)

	11
	Gerritsen  (Hopewell Loudon)
	24
	Langmeier  (West Jefferson)

	12
	Zeyer (Martins Ferry)
	25
	Bacci  (Independence)

	13
	Endicott (Plymouth)
	26
	Nelson  (Miami East)

	14
	Davis (Grandview Hts.)
	27
	


Earlier, at 160#, there was a discussion about the relatively few underclassmen who participated at the state meet from 160 pounds on up.  A partial exception was at 215#, where seven underclassmen made the trip to Columbus, although none of them placed and in total, the seven won but one bout in the championship bracket and that was only because two of them were paired together in the first round.  All seven return at this weight class and they are joined by two state alternates. Thus making for a field deep in previous state experience, but so far, lacking in high quality results. The winner, as mentioned earlier, will be awarded the 400th state title since the inception of the Division III classification.

This is one of those weight classes where there is no high probability choice.  I would guess that no one would be rated at more than 10 to 15 percent with, perhaps, five or six folks at that level.  I believe that Fostoria is the high-powered district here, so my choice is Joe Reamer--the wrestler that I have top-rated in the Northwest.  He was one of those seven state qualifiers at this weight and beat Patton in the consolation round for his only victory at states.  Now a senior, he has the strength and guile to tiptoe through what will be a loaded district and state bracket.  He was 2nd at the GMVWA, losing only to my Division II choice--the awesome, Marshall.  He might stumble once at the district level, but he’s my best hope for winning at Columbus.

His district is very tough.  Two-time state qualifier, Girlie, returns and the big junior is always a threat.  He’s been battling Northwest District 215’s for three years, so he knows the ropes.  VanSickel has been tough--beating Nowlan and winning big at Hudson.  A state alternate last year, his rapid improvement could mean a finalist appearance.  Former state qualifier, Taynor, cannot be overlooked and he would be the popular choice for the fourth state berth.  Still, Gerritsen has wrestled everyone tough, losing in overtime to Keiser and by 10-6 to Girlie.  That’s a terrific quintet with only four able to qualify and the excellent Endicott and Dillinger probably in just the wrong weight class.

If the Fostoria District doesn’t produce the champion, than it is possible he could emerge from Xenia.  The two best wrestlers there have wildly different styles.  State qualifier, Nowlan, is a pinning machine with lots of first round falls.  He nailed Keiser at last year’s district and had two falls at the state level before losing a 14-11 shootout in his placement bout.  Keiser, on the other hand, wrestles a lot of one-move, low scoring matches.  He also won two bouts, one in overtime and the other 3-2.  He is tough to beat.  State qualifier, Caudill and Oswalt, are also very good and have placement potential.  Nelson, a strong contender if healthy, is returning from ACL surgery and may not be at 100%.

There is really only one high place contender at Twinsburg. Patton, woefully undersized, somehow wormed his way into a state appearance last year, but went “two and out” at Columbus, including a hard fought 10-7 loss to Reamer.  This year, bigger and stronger, he could be a finalist.  He was 2nd at Kenston and 3rd at Solon and will be one of the quicker 215’s at States.  There is not much state placement potential behind him, but it will be a spirited battle for the three open spots.

State qualifier, Horn, qualified last year, but then was unable to participate at Columbus.  He’s won this year, a lot of bouts by big scores, but his most impressive victory was an overtime thriller at Barnesville.  There, he beat Williams--a finalist at Medina--in overtime to take the title.  Carr was a state qualifier last year and gave state placer, Bachna, an excellent battle before succumbing 8-6.  Then, Nowlan, as is his modus operandi, caught him early and won by fall.  Carr looks to be best out of the Central District.  He was 3rd at Marion Harding and very good everywhere else.  After this duo Zeyer, Davis, and Soland, are top possibilities for the last two spots, but there are plenty of other challengers. Watch out for Zeyer now that he has a healthy Yoder as a workout partner. It should be interesting.

Hvy. 

Projected Champion:  ryan bowers  (fairless)

Top Contenders

	2
	Haslam  (Hannibal River)
	15
	Homan (Coldwater)

	3
	Ruffer  (Archbold)
	16
	Dillinger  (Johnstown Monroe)

	4
	Wade  (Chanel)
	17
	Salyers (Mechanicsburg)

	5
	Taylor  (Swanton)
	18
	Ellsworth  (Grand Valley)

	6
	Michel (Shenandoah)
	19
	Doty (Bluffton)

	7
	Stuff  (Northmor)
	20
	Mobley  (Norwayne)

	8
	Stocker  (Norwalk St. Paul)
	21
	Tahy  (Elmwood)

	9
	Harding  (West Jefferson)
	22
	McCloe  (Fenwick)

	10
	Dye (Carey)
	23
	Rankin  (Elyria Catholic)

	11
	Laughman  (Miami East)
	24
	Hughes  (Wellington)

	12
	Seifert  (Warren JFK)
	25
	Stewart  (Brooklyn)

	13
	Griffiths  (Wayne Trace)
	26
	Hamsher  (Sandy Valley)

	14
	Oliver  (Versailles)
	
	


Now that Koel Davia has graduated, there are significantly more options open to the wrestling prognosticator (not good).  Again, as has been pointed out earlier, the state bracket was heavily weighted with seniors--although that is not the unusual at this class.  There are four returning state qualifiers, but only one who won a bout at Columbus.  

Again, this year, we have significant differences in weight and body type.  This can create stylistic mismatches that lead to surprising upsets.  Last year, for example, the much smaller Ewing, gave Davia significant problems by using his speed to stay away from Davia early and then looking to out-condition him in the third period.  We’ll see more of this in 2005.

My top choice is yet another wrestler who is just returning from injury.  Ryan Bowers is a mammoth heavyweight with significant skills.  Last year, he had five district falls in a total of less than 4 ½ minutes, but severely injured his elbow in the process.  He made a brave attempt to wrestle at States, but lost a one-point decision in the first round and then had to forfeit his consolation bout.  Again, this year he has missed most of the early season with injuries, but returned with a big win at Canal Fulton.  To win, he’ll need to remain healthy and combat the slowdown tactics of some of the other top contenders.

One of the interesting aspects of this weight class will be to chart the progress of the sophomore, Cameron Wade, from Chanel.  He opened the season at 215# and did not place at Solon, and then got hurt at the Ironman.  The next week, he moved to the heavyweight class and suddenly, life has gotten a lot better.  He won at North Canton and was a strong 3rd at Brecksville, losing only to eventual champ, Kowalski.  He certified at 215#, but I think we’ll see him here.  He uses his speed and agility to stay away from the big men, wearing them down, and winning a close, low scoring bout.  His last three wins at Brecksville against three high quality opponents  were  3-1, 3-2, and 2-1.  He could give Bowers fits at the Twinsburg District--and beyond.  After this duo, there is a steep drop-off to seven tightly bunched heavyweights.  I’ve listed all but Phifer (Berkshire) and their qualification chances are all about equal.  All but Mobley are in the 255 to 265 pound range, and it will be pretty much the luck of the draw to see who qualifies.

Haslam was 4th last year after finishing 3rd in this district.  He’ll be the favorite at Watkins and he has earned that designation.  Right at limit weight wise, he has good movement and a variety of pinning combinations.  Six of his seven district and state wins were by fall (the other was 10-0), but, by the same token, all of his losses were first period falls, too.  It’s kind of pin or be pinned.  Michel, Stuff, and Harding are probably the next best with the Stuff losing to Haslam last year on a quick fall.  However, all three of them are susceptible to upsets with Dillinger and Hamsher, the strongest possibilities to achieve that end.

I think Ruffer, now a junior, has finalist potential.  He placed at the Ironman and has been a consistent winner now for two years.  He heads a district that has four strong state candidates.  State qualifier, Dyer, is in that group, as is Taylor and Stocker.  Taylor is the smallest of the quartet, while the (dare I say) the stocky Stocker is near the upper limit.  Each has had substantial success this year.  For example, Stocker had five falls at Richmond Heights, while Dyer had all pins at Woodmore.  This group should do well at Columbus.  I’ve also listed Griffiths and Tahy with Moehlman (Collins Western Reserve) and Bentz (Mohawk) as other candidates.

The group emerging from Xenia is likely to be much weaker.  Homan is a returning state qualifier in the smallish mode, as is Laughman, as well. Salyers, Doty and Oliver are my other top candidates, but expect some upsets here.  My guess is that this group will struggle in the first round at States.  

TEAMS
1. Sandusky St. Mary 
This would be their fourth consecutive title, fifth in six years, and sixth overall--all unprecedented at the Division III level.  They’ll win it on depth, with Dye their only likely state champ.  However, they should score at the first four weight classes and at 145# and 189#.  Critical contributions would help at 152#, 160# and 171#.  Baum and Opfer could be finalists and, if so, they’ll go over 100 points.

2. Chanel 
An always tough team with four state team titles and six runner-up trophies.  They do not have much depth, but Koballa, Gardella, Boing, and, maybe, Wade, can score a lot of points.  There is no backup here if the top four falter, so they need an error free tourney.

3. Liberty Cenger 
The heart of the team is between 135# and 152#, including possible finalists in Hoff and Hill.  However, VanSickle and Scarberry could help out and, perhaps, another of the big men, as well.

4. Cuyahoga Hts.
The two Lints (Payne and Clay), and Scaletta should score in the neighborhood of 60 points and, some years that might get you a trophy.  If Soldat, Foote, or Rosenlieb can score, they have a shot at second place.

5. Delta 
Another basically four-man team.  Evans and Moss are possible finalists and Gombash should score heavily at 135#.  If Meiring can score at 171#, this team could move up.

6. Berkshire 
The Freeman twins at the first two weight classes need to score heavily and get help from Porter and Patton at the opposite end of the scale.  Perhaps, Jenkins or Cowgill could chip in, too.

7. Tinora 
This is the second team where twins will play a critical role in team scoring.  In this case, Matt and Mark Bloniarz are both good with the latter boy a possible champ.  They’ve got to get Mack to the optimal weight class, but it’s a mystery as to where more points could be generated.

8. CVCA 
A team on the rise with two potential stars.  It’s asking a lot of Weakley and Tripp to win, but they both have the ability to do so.

9. Jackson Milton 
A team that seems to get better every year.  Dierkes could be a champ and there are a wide range of other possibilities--Hambrick, Gettman, Wiseman, Rozum, and especially, Keck.  If everything went just right, they could move up.

10. Bluffton 
Falk should score a lot of points, but he’ll need help from Nowlan, Shannon, Shockey, Doty, and possibly, Anderson.  If a couple of these boys hit it big, we’re talking top five.

