2005 High School Wrestling Forecast

34th Annual Edition


Division II
This classification is extremely strong this year with many of the best wrestlers in the state operating within its confines.  The Graham success has raised the bar in the Southwest District, and there are so many good young wrestlers competing there it seemed that every other finalist at the Junior High States was from that area.

103#

Projected Champion:  DANIEL EARLEY (COLUMBUS DESALES)

Top Contenders

	2
	Pelton (Bellevue)
	16
	Foldvary (Defiance)

	3
	Cisco (St. Marys Memorial)
	17
	Jellison (Ross)

	4
	Roche (University School)
	18
	Danielson (New Lexington)

	5
	Miller (Brookville)
	19
	Rose (Cambridge)

	6
	Kostandaras (Revere)
	20
	Lambert (Walsh)

	7
	Sexton (Springfield Shawnee)
	21
	Thomusseit (Graham)

	8
	Potts (Kenston)
	22
	Jameson Indian Hills)

	9
	Papesh (Aurora)
	23
	Scammell (St. Clairsville)

	10
	Santry (Whitehall)
	24
	Palladino (Padua)

	11
	McClintock (Galion)
	25
	Weisman (Bexley)

	12
	Quickle (Hillsboro)
	26
	Nycz (Holy Name)

	13
	Campbell (Perkins)
	27
	Lay (Greenon)

	14
	Cribari (West Geauga)
	28
	Wardle (Ontario)

	15
	Hildebrand (Franklin)
	29
	Fraley (Miami Trace)


The lowest weight class is generally the domain of underclassmen where freshmen and sophomores win about half the time and juniors collect most of the remaining titles.  There are normally only a couple of seniors in the state bracket (last year just two), and the brilliant, younger wrestlers combat them with blinding speed and technique.  However, every five or six years a senior persists at this weight class and displays not only the added power of age, but also the experience and skill to win.  One remembers the powerful Shawn Adkins and the exceptionally strong John Purcell (he at 98#) bulldozing their way through crowded state brackets.  This year the equally talented senior, Daniel Earley, is a clear favorite to capture his first state title.  A brilliant student, he possesses the strength, technique and savvy to win.  Last year, in Division I, he was a top contender, but was only 2-2 at the state meet after being upset in the quarterfinals.  His transfer to Columbus DeSales should optimize his state title chances, although continuing to make weight and remain strong is always an issue.  So far he has been very solid, winning at DeSales at 112#, and dominating the field at Brecksville, including a convincing win over Pelton in the finals. 

Earley should have little trouble at the Steubenville District.  Santry won a district bout last year and I think he might be second best, but it’s a big step back from Earley.  While I’m finding lots of candidates at the other three districts, there is not as much at this one.  Rose, Scammell, and Weisman are possibilities here, but some folks I haven’t ranked are probably also in the mix. If so, someone like Stemen (Teays Valley) or Ditcher (Claymont) might be a candidate.  

Perhaps the biggest challenge for Earley might come from the Northwest.  Pelton has won just about everything entered except Brecksville, where Earley handled him 6-1.  Still, he could be a finalist.  State qualifier Cisco is back at this weight class and could also be a threat.  He defeated Pelton by two in the district semi-finals last year, but I think that score will be different this time.  Campbell and McClintock have had solid years at this weight class, but may not match up well with the top duo.  For example, Cisco beat McClintock, 9-0, to win at Marion Harding.  Foldvary could be the surprise at this district.  He won at Sylvania Southview and is an experienced competitor.  Cisco beat him badly in their dual meet, but he should be able to compete with Campbell and McClintock.  The Northeast sectional has Palladino and Nycz--both solid performers.  Nycz was the Wadsworth champ, while Palladino was 4th at Avon Lake, losing a close bout to Mitcheff. 

Roche stands out at Firestone and he has finalist potential.  He won at Kenston, was 2nd at the Top Gun, and placed at the Ironman.  He has also defeated a number of the other competitors at this district.  Behind him is a quartet of fine wrestlers who are closely bunched.  Kostandaras stands out as, perhaps, a shade better than the rest, but it is very close.  Potts beat Papesh in overtime and both have won often against the rest of the 103's in the area.  Cribari, a good mat wrestler and pinner, is very dangerous.  He has placed well recently.  Mix in the improving Lambert and it will be a great competition for the four state berths.  

The most crowded and chaotic district is at Goshen.  I have nearly a dozen boys listed, few of whom have progressed deep into district competition.  State qualifier Miller, state alternate Sexton, Quickle, and Jellison are an experienced quartet with state caliber ability.  However, the newcomers Jameson, Thomusseit, and Fraley are good.  Jameson may be the most advanced of this group and has lost but twice this year.  Thomusseit, trying to survive in the Graham room, has shown solid progress and could possibly qualify.  Two possibilities are Danielson from the southeastern part of this district and Lay who won at Xenia.

112#

Projected Champion:  AARON HART (GRAHAM)

Top Contenders

	2
	Llanas (Eastwood)
	14
	Silvers (Eaton)

	3
	Penny (Milton Union)
	15
	Stone (University School)

	4
	Dean (Akron St. Vincent)
	16
	Jordan (Ravenna)

	5
	Wagers (Willard)
	17
	McKay (Miami Trace)

	6
	Sulzer (Holy Name)
	18
	Kidd (Bellevue)

	7
	Cormier (Columbus DeSales)
	19
	Anspach (Franklin)

	8
	Ebert (Triway)
	20
	Humenik (Revere)

	9
	Michaels (Clyde)
	21
	Miller (West Branch)

	10
	Duffield (East Liverpool)
	22
	Nakama (Big Walnut)

	11
	Klein (River View)
	23
	McHugh (Bellbrook)

	12
	Morton (Canal Winchester)
	24
	Chapman (Kenmore)

	13
	Lehotay (Meadowbrook)
	25
	Romeo (Lake Catholic)


Defending state champ Aaron Hart has to be the favorite at this weight based on two years of outstanding wrestling.  Last year, as a sophomore, he was 43-1 (winning at the Ironman and Beast) and outscored his four opponents at Columbus by a combined 32-3 margin.  He also twice defeated Division I state champ Shawn Harris.  This year it has been more of the same winning at Graham, the GMVWA, and Ironman (defeating the #1 ranked wrestler in the country, Rollie Peterkin, in an exciting overtime bout) while finishing 4th at the exhausting Beast of the East in Wilmington, Delaware.  I was particularly interested in his championship bout at the GMWVA when he faced off with the very tough Jeff Penny (3rd last year).  One of Hart’s toughest in-state foes, Hart prevailed, 5-1, about the same margin he won their district and sectional final bouts last year (4-0 and 9-6). 

However, Hart must also prevail against Division II history.  In the last 20 years only one wrestler (Mike Compton) has won at 103# and then captured a state title the next year at a higher weight class.  As the table shows, the movement from 103# to 112# (or more) is often a difficult one. 

	
	Underclass Champs at 103#
and moved up the next year
	Number who repeated
as state champs
	Pct.

	Division III
	14
	3
	22%

	Division II
	11
	1
	9%

	Division I
	12
	6
	50%

	Total
	37
	10
	27%


Evidence of this phenomenon was quickly provided by Ben Llanas who upset Hart 6-5 at the Ohio Duals.  Llanas, a very talented junior, was my choice at this weight class last year.  It provides Hart with an early warning that this year it may not be quite so easy as twelve months ago. 

Still, I believe Hart will repeat.  The ones who are successful in making that jump to a higher weight are among the greats of the sport--Lang, Lester, Jayne, Wineberg, etc.  It’s my view that Hart will find his way into such a grouping.

It’s basically a three-man contest, although I put Hart above the other two.  Llanas was 3rd at this class last year, dropping a 4-3 semi-final to Keyes, who he had beaten 12-2 earlier in the year.  He is an exceptional talent, obviously, beating Hart, but he was also 5th at Brecksville, losing to Shaft and Lint.  This perceived inconsistency makes him tough to select as the top choice.  Penny was also 3rd last year (at 103#) and is an excellent competitor.  I’ve documented his losses to Hart, but he has beaten everyone else.  With the current seeding algorithm Hart should be away from the other two. 

Hart and Penny dominate at Goshen.  State junior high placer Silvers and McKay are, perhaps, next best, but I don’t see them challenging the top two boys.  Anspach is also a possibility here, with McHugh, Harris (Roger Bacon), and Stevens (Goshen) also in the hunt.  It seems unlikely that the last two qualifiers out of this district will be able to place at Columbus. 

Llanas faces a district with solid contenders, but not much depth.  Wagers has had a great year for Willard, winning at Wadsworth and Darby.  A state qualifier at 103# last year he drew state runner-up Madison Davis in the first round and never recovered.  Michaels and Sulzer are both youngsters with great futures.  Sulzer was 2nd at the CIT with an impressive win over the always tough Cormier.  Michaels has been a steady winner, taking home firsts at Coffman, Franklin, Southview and Clyde.  He had a recent major decision over Guerra, but was upset by Blanca.  He is a big-time scoring machine, already.  If the pairings go awkwardly, a Kidd, Clark (Lexington), or J. Cisco (St. Marys Memorial) could sneak in a top four placement.

If anyone is going to break into the top trio it might be the fast-improving Dean.  He was 1st at the CIT (easily) and 3rd at Brecksville, losing only to Boing.  He is a consistently fine performer who should place.  Ebert is, perhaps, next best, but I’m not seeing much after him.  This is a surprisingly mild group at the usually roughhouse Firestone District.

There are four returning state qualifiers competing at Steubenville and five of my top thirteen choices will be assigned there.  Cormier, now a senior, has never been quite  as successful as I anticipated.  Injuries and bad luck have dogged him, and this year is his last chance.  He did not qualify last year after making it to States as a sophomore.  Duffield has already twice qualified for Columbus, but has just one consolation win for his efforts.  Like Cormier, this is his last chance.  Klein, also a returning state qualifier, was the OW at Coshocton while state qualifier Lehotay went 1-2 in Columbus last year.  Add Morton and Johnson to this list along with Nakama it should be the most thoroughly competitive district.

119#

Projected Champion:  ADAM KRIWINSKY (UNIVERSITY SCHOOL)

Top Contenders

	2
	Keyes (Walsh)
	15
	Thurn (Clyde)

	3
	Pape (Carrollton)
	16
	Caudill (Beaver Local)

	4
	Land (Valley View)
	17
	Hogue (Southeast)

	5
	Salyer (Willard)
	18
	Ulinski (Eastwood)

	6
	Jordan/Newland (Graham)
	19
	Maze (St. Marys Memorial)

	7
	Artmann (Hillsboro)
	20
	McGovern (Columbus DeSales)

	8
	Kapper (Canal Fulton NW)
	21
	Fondale (New Lexington)

	9
	Morrow (West Branch)
	22
	Moore (Harrison Central)

	10
	Hostetter (Salem)
	23
	Espinoza (Rossford)

	11
	Ritzenthaler (Norwalk)
	24
	Daugherty (Cambridge)

	12
	Myers (Indian Creek)
	25
	Chaney (Miami Trace)

	13
	Block (Crestwood)
	26
	Krempel (Lake Catholic)

	14
	Mitchell (Padua)
	27
	Huffman (Watkins Memorial)

	
	
	28
	Seeley (Bellefontaine)


Last year I predicted a madcap scramble at 112# and so it turned out to be.  Lots of upsets, some big turnarounds from regular season results and a finalist with 18 losses who failed to win at both the sectional and district level.  Many of that group has moved to 119#, so it’s reasonable to expect that we’ll see that same kind of confusion one more time.  With Hart at 112#, and Doggett and Cubberly at 125#, this could become a very popular and crowded weight class.  I think it’s possible we will see Penny and Land here and, perhaps, one or two other potential surprises.  Let’s take a look at the two principal contenders. 

Krwinsky shook off one bad mid-season weekend and wrestled brilliantly to win his first state crown at 112#.  He beat Keyes three weekends in a row, culminating in a 3-1 victory in the state finals.  His first three state bouts were relatively uneventful and comfortable wins.  This year he won at Kenston and the Top Gun, and placed at the Ironman.  He has an uncanny knack for winning the close bouts and he’ll test that skill once again at this weight class. 

Keyes had 19 losses last year, but he was also the state runner-up.  A junior, like Kriwinsky, he continues to improve and add technique to his explosiveness.  He is an end-of-the-year wrestler who can convert a 10 point regular season loss to a victory at tournament time.  This year it might be his turn to take the title.  

The Firestone District is loaded.  Keyes and Kriwinsky are the main attraction, but state qualifiers Morrow and Hostetter are right behind them.  Both are experienced seniors who were at this weight class last year.  Morrow lost two state heartbreakers 15-10 and 12-7 in overtime.  Morrow was 2nd at the Dies after dropping down from 125# where he had been 2nd at Riverside.  Hostetter was runner-up to Kriwinsky at Kenston losing a 5-3 bout in the finals.  Block and Hogue both had district success last year and have built upon it this season.  They could be qualifiers, especially if the bracketing works out badly.  The real question is Kapper.  I thought he’d eventually end up at the slightly easier 125# at this district, but his win at the Dies may convince him to stay here--so I’ve rated him at 119#.

It’s a three-man group at Goshen.  Land came on very strong at the end of last year, crushing his opposition with big scores.  He won both sectional and district titles and opened with a 13-6 win at Columbus.  Then Keyes and Pape both beat him by two points, putting him out of the competition.  He has been at 125# much of the year, but was 3rd at this weight at Medina, beating Kapper by seven.  Artmann was 5th two years ago, but lost to Salyer and Pape, and never got started at Columbus last year.  He missed some early season bouts, but is now rounding into form.  Jordan was a state junior high champ last year and finally has taken over the varsity spot from Newland--at least for now.  He beat Artmann for 5th at the brutal 119# class at the GMVWA.  His rapid improvement could mean a high place.  I saw him upset Skonieczny to win the state title at 108# last year and this year he has had a coaching upgrade.  State qualifier Fondale is also at this district, but he may well struggle against this top trio--but there are four qualifying spots. 

The Steubenville District is loaded with former state qualifiers.  Daugherty, Caudill, Pape, and Myers all have past experience with the latter two placing last year.  In my mind Pape has moved to the forefront of this group.  He was 4th at 112# last year and this year was 3rd at the Top Gun and 2nd at North Canton--losing by fall to his nemesis Kriwinsky.  The three state qualifiers are all good, but McGovern and Moore have moved up to challenge them.  Myers, who was 5th last year, has struggled a bit at this weight class, while Daugherty and Caudill have also had some problems. This is another strong district field, somewhat comparable to the one at Firestone.

It’s a crowded field at Galion as well.  I’ve put Salyer in the top spot after a fine performance not only this year, but at last year’s state meet.  Willard has an exceptional team and Salyer is one of the important cogs in it.  I have ranked six others from this district with Ritzenthaler, Ulinski, and Mitchell right behind Salyer.  However, watch out for Thurn and Maze, and remember Espinoza was a state alternate last year. 

125#

Projected Champion:  CAMERON DOGGETT (GRAHAM)

Top Contenders

	2
	Cubberly (Eastwood)
	16
	Walker (Licking Valley)

	3
	Saxton (Buckeye Local)
	17
	Sweeney (Franklin)

	4
	Reedy (Ravenna)
	18
	Murphy (Alliance)

	5
	Burton (Columbus DeSales)
	19
	Schenck (Milton Union)

	6
	Teter (Triway)
	20
	Garee (Utica)

	7
	Pusateri (Perkins)
	21
	Cozad (Ross)

	8
	Valentine (Clermont NE)
	22
	Gifford (Logan Elm)

	9
	Gayheart (Willard)
	23
	Sigurdson (Oak Harbor)

	10
	Newell (Kenston)
	24
	Neff (Miami Trace)

	11
	Manfull (Carrollton)
	25
	Shanholtz (ASV)

	12
	Skonieczny (Walsh)
	26
	Varkette (Ashtabula Edgewood)

	13
	Macko (Padua)
	27
	Tinstman (Eaton)

	14
	Pearce (Poland Seminary)
	28
	Overholt (Elida)

	15
	Nettis (NDCL)
	29
	Caracofe (Hamilton Twp.)


On the surface this looks like a three-man struggle with Cameron Doggett at the apex of the triangle.  Now a two time state champ, Doggett already has all the qualities of a successful college wrestler.  Last year he started a bit slowly, but was at the absolute top of his game in Columbus.  After registering an early fall in the first round, he battered his last three opponents by a combined 33-10 score that included a 13-3 win over four-time placer Reichman and a 9-2 final round defeat of the redoubtable Cubberly.  It was a great performance by a true champion.  This year he was 2nd at the Ironman, losing in overtime to Frishkorn (after failing to receive credit for a buzzer beating takedown that our television replays showed was good, and then losing a frantic overtime takedown scramble) and 1st at the Beast with a solid thumping of the very same Frishkorn.  Easy wins at the Graham and GMVWA are also in his resume.  However, the most anticipated bout was his match-up with Palmer in their dual meet.  Under difficult conditions he took a quick 4-0 lead, but under substantial pressure eventually lost. He also lost at the St Ed’s dual last year, but with no impact on his final performance.  I have correctly predicted the winner seven consecutive years at this weight class.  Doggett should make it eight straight. 

Cubberly, now having both a 3rd and 2nd place medal, is still a step behind Doggett based on the 6-3 score in the State Duals.  A solid winner over a competitive field at Brecksville, he and Doggett will be on opposite sides of the bracket should they both win their district.  It’s unusual that both boys are back at 125#, and I wouldn’t be at all surprised to see a rematch of their 2004 final.  One thing I liked about Cubberly was his two overtime wins in the opening rounds at Columbus.  He wasn’t looking at the 30-second tiebreaker but, instead, sought out a surer win.  

One of those overtime wins (in the quarter finals) was against the somewhat unheralded Willie Saxton.  Already a two time state qualifier (and only a junior), he has upset potential here.  The big problem is a somewhat weaker schedule and the lack of the variety of workout partners enjoyed by Doggett and Cubberly.  Last year he was 2-2 at States (both losses in overtime), and this year won handily at the Midwest Classic and DeSales.  He’ll almost assuredly have to beat both Doggett and Cubberly to win.  That may be asking too much. 

This weight class has a great number of similarly performing wrestlers making for crowded districts.  For example, the Firestone District has 10 reasonable good 125’s-- with only one that appears to stand out from the others.  That would be Reedy, now a sophomore, who went 2-2 at last year’s state meet.  A consistently strong performer, he has moved up two weight classes with little trouble and wrestled everyone close and tough.  Cubberly beat him 5-1 at the Brecksville, where he was a solid 5th in a difficult weight class.  Teter, something of an unknown, was 1st at Wayne and the Dies, and 3rd at North Canton.  He will surprise some people.  Newell and Pearce are both good and have produced a consistent record of placement.  The freshman Skonieczny is a junior high state runner-up with great upside potential, plus he hates to lose.  Murphy, Shanholtz.  Nettis and Varkette are all able wrestlers, who could grab a state ticket.  Nettis, if healthy, has a particularly good chance to better his current ranking.  It’ll be tough from the first round.  

Doggett should cruise through his district.  Valentine is a consistent finalist in this area, but he does not match up with Doggett.  The rest of this district is somewhat below the curve set in other areas and may not play much of a role in the final resolution of this weight class. 

Cubberly, too, should have it pretty much his way at Galion.  There is not much depth, but the trio of Pusateri, Macko, and Gayheart are strong.  The first two were state qualifiers last year and should have every expectation of repeating that experience absent serious injury. Gayheart was a junior high state placer last year and has benefited from working with the excellent Willard lightweights.

Saxton will have a bit more to handle at Steubenville.  Burton has blossomed at 125# and is a real threat.  He was 2nd at DeSales and the CIT and 7th at Brecksville after losing a 4-2 bout to Reedy in the rat-tail.  It required six consolation wins to get that 7th place.  Manfull was 5th at the Top Gun and Hoover, and is just a small increment away from placing much higher.  That would leave one open spot for a number of possible qualifiers.  Walker and Garee are best positioned for that berth. 

130#

Projected Champion:  JORDAN LIPP (BEACHWOOD)

Top Contenders

	2
	Friery (Padua)
	15
	Lovell (Columbus DeSales)

	3
	Michaels (Clyde)
	16
	Yaros (Coventry)

	4
	Boyd (Graham)
	17
	Stroh (Canal Fulton NW)

	5
	Christensen (Greenon)
	18
	Mahley (Cambridge)

	6
	Nuhfer (Willard)
	19
	Cunningham (Miami Trace)

	7
	Collett (West Holmes)
	20
	Hilbert (Revere)

	8
	Shroyer (Eastwood)
	21
	McKibben (Claymont)

	9
	Blevins (Franklin)
	22
	Yackey (Dover)

	10
	Horne (Hillsboro)
	23
	Nagel (Avon)

	11
	B. Connelly (Lake Catholic)
	24
	Brown (Norwalk)

	12
	Klofta (Indian Lake)
	25
	Buck (Benjamin Logan)

	13
	Brassfield (Hebron Lakewood)
	26
	Johnston (Indian Creek)

	14
	Hoppel (Beaver Local)
	27
	Reese (Fostoria)

	
	
	28
	Graban (Hubbard)


This weight class is probably not as strong as the previous three, but it will be every bit as competitive.  Each of the top contenders has some clearly defined strengths, but there are also question marks associated with each.  I think there is also a possibility that one or more of the top 125’s (Cubberly?) might move to 130# with the objective of bypassing Doggett.  If so, they will become part of the mix, but certainly would not be considered favorites. 

My choice is the sparkling senior, Jordan Lipp, who will try to join Reed Case and Ricky Deubel (last year) as the only wrestlers to win state titles in only their freshman and senior years.  Lipp had a sensational first year going 42-0, and taking the 112# state title in Division III.  Since then he seems to have had some nagging injuries that may have, at times, thwarted him.  He was 4th as a sophomore and then last year, at this weight class in Division II, was 6th losing in the quarterfinals to eventual champ Drew Lashaway.  This year he has been outstanding, winning titles at Solon and Kenston, and losing only to the fierce Dunn (from Pennsylvania) at the Ironman.  He is fast, aggressive, intense, and experienced, and looks to be the favorite here.  It will make him a four-time state placer--relatively unusual in this era of strong competition.  The biggest issue is keeping him healthy during the remainder of the season.  In kind of a quirky sidelight, Lipp has wrestled at Columbus in three different weight classes and in both Division II and III and yet met Jesse Emery from Harrison Central each year (twice, in fact, as a sophomore) winning the first two and losing the last pair (for 3rd and 5th).  Won’t happen this year since Emery has graduated.

A major challenger will be the excellent Padua junior, Shane Friery, who was 4th at 125# last year losing twice to four-time placer Reichman.  He is an experienced wrestler with a style that is difficult to combat.  He gave defending Division III state champ Braxdon Scaletta a terrific battle at Brecksville in the finals and was 6th at the Ironman losing, in the process, a 12-4 consolation semi-final bout to Lipp.  He won handily at Avon Lake and should be a major factor at this weight class. 

Michaels is also a junior and I’m looking for a breakout state tournament from him.  Last year he was a district champ and went into the state meet with a 43-2 record.  After a first round technical fall, Kriebel wrestled a down-tempo match beating him 4-2 and Michaels ended up with a 2-2 record and failed to place.  This year he has been even more dominant, winning three tournaments with a 17-5 rout being his closest final round result.  His problem remains the upset loss such as he suffered at the Ohio Duals when the exceptional freshman Boyd caught him with that cement mixer and buried him for the fall.  He and Friery exit the same district and should be apart in the state bracket – meaning Lipp will have to defeat both to take the title.  

Every district at this weight class is excellent.  Galion, for example, features both Friery and Michaels, and at least three other state caliber wrestlers.  State qualifier Nuhfer has already been there losing in the quarterfinals last year to Doggett and then to Christensen.  He got off to a slow start this year, but won brilliantly at both Wadsworth and Darby.  Shroyer, thought possibly to be a substitute this year, has won a place at 130# with consistently good wrestling.  Nagel and Brown also should have qualification hopes with Reese potentially in the picture.

The Goshen District has five very good wrestlers for four berths.  The freshman Coby Boyd is just plain outstanding.  I hesitate to think how good he might be in the coming years.  His pin of Michaels was no fluke.  He is extremely strong.  A junior high state champ, he is a keg of dynamite that even the very best must handle with great care.  Christensen is already a two time state qualifier.  He had a very tough draw at Columbus, losing in the first round to Saxton by a point and then getting beat by Friery in his placement bout.  He should get on the awards stand this year.  State qualifiers Klofta, Cunningham, and Horne also return along with the excellent Blevins.  Somebody here will only be a spectator at the state meet.  Blevins placed at Medina and won at Franklin.  Horne was 3rd at GMVNA, only losing in the semis to Boyd 10-5.  Klofta beat Shroyer earlier in the year and he could easily better his current ranking.  Cunningham has won at three tournaments, but struggled last year at the state level.

It’s a crowded field at Steubenville, but Collett looks like he might be the best.  He was 4th at Medina and has won several smaller tourneys.  Both Brassfield and Yackey were state alternates last year, but with Hoppel, McKibben, and Tanzillo (Watkins Memorial) looking good, they’ll have to be in peak form to better that result.  I’m thinking Lovell must be injured or in a bit of a slump recently, but he cannot be overlooked here. 

Jordan Lipp might have the easiest time.  Connelly was 4th last year at 103# and his four weight class jump has not been without issue.  Yaros is almost a total unknown, but he knows his way around a wrestling mat.  He was 2nd at the Dies at 135#, but did certify here.  He’ll be a factor at either weight class.  I may have Dies champ and state qualifier Hilbert rated too low and he could catch a low place at Columbus.  Add in Stroh, Graban and Senty (Southeast) and it's another strong district.  

135#

Projected Champion:  KEVIN LIPP (BEACHWOOD)

Top Contenders

	2
	Kyle (Graham)
	15
	Brown (Columbus DeSales)

	3
	McLemore (Padua)
	16
	Chonko (Tallmadge)

	4
	Brownlee (Western Brown)
	17
	Learn (West Branch)

	5
	Tank (Oak Harbor)
	18
	Triplett (Claymont)

	6
	Tharp (Fairfield Union)
	19
	Kimble (Dover)

	7
	Rendinell (Kenston)
	20
	Bordner (Wapakoneta)

	8
	Sells (Milton Union)
	21
	Fisher (Morgan)

	9
	Aona (Clyde)
	22
	Alsip (Norwood)

	10
	E. Cubberly (Eastwood)
	23
	Stemen (Teays Valley)

	11
	Jenkins (Indian Lake)
	24
	Brower (Bellbrook)

	12
	Cavello (Willard)
	25
	Grescovich (Walsh)

	13
	Hughes (Buckeye Valley)
	26
	Porter (Perkins)

	14
	Bowers (Lake Catholic)
	27
	Jordan (Indian Creek)


The conventional wisdom is that state runner-up Jake Kyle will be one of five Graham state champions this year, while winning at this weight class.  That is certainly a possibility, but my view is that Kevin Lipp will, instead, pull the “upset” and take the crown.  A wild card here is the explosive Pat McLemore who has the ability and firepower to beat anyone.  Interestingly, all three boys are juniors and all have been state finalists in the past.  In fact, Kyle is the only one who has not won a state title.  

Should the Lipp brothers prevail at back-to-back weight classes it would be an exceedingly rare achievement.  Only once before has it occurred in Division II and that featured the incomparable Jordan brothers, winning at 98# and 105# in 1980.  It has happened twice in Division I (or its precursor)--most recently in 1962 when the Sadowsky twins won at 120# and 127# for Maple Heights.  The only other time was in 1955 when Daryl and Jim Hoppel (another storied name in Ohio wrestling) took consecutive titles.  The most recent occasions have both been in Division III--1999 with the Opfer brothers and 1992 with the battling Boardwines. 

The Galion District is loaded.  McLemore was the 103# state champ two years ago, but did not place last year, losing to Lipp in the placement round.  Tall and lanky he is a tremendous pinner.  At Brecksville he won successive 15-0 tech falls in both the semi-finals and finals.  Lipp seems to have his number, though, beating him again this year (and decisively) in their dual meet match-up.  Tank is just a fabulous freshman.  He was 3rd at Medina and 1st at Oak Harbor, and he continues to improve.  The younger Cubberly should also be here and he is another freshman prodigy.  I saw him win the Junior High States, but he has wrestled very little this year due to injury.  His ranking is more an educated guess, but he and Tank will be super for three more years.  State qualifier Aona returns, and he won a bout at Columbus last year.  He has been 1st at Southview and Clyde, and 2nd at Franklin (in overtime).  Tank beat him by two at the SBC Duals.  I also like the sophomore Cavello, but he’ll have to wrestle a lot better than he did at last year’s district meet. 

Kyle will face solid competition at Goshen.  State placer Brownlee and state qualifiers Sells, Jenkins, and Tharp all return at this weight class.  Also in the mix are Brower and Alsip, and this will be a rugged competition.  All four who exit this district should have placement potential.  Brownlee and Tharp are only sophomores, but have solid bases.  Brownlee wrestles a weak schedule, but finished 6th last year at this class after a narrow first round loss.  Tharp took eventual state runner-up Strittmatter into overtime before losing his first round bout.  Sells, 3rd at the GMVWA, should score at the state level and that could make Jenkins the odd man out. 

There are still some unknowns at Firestone.  Chonko, a state qualifier last year, has missed most of the year, and then struggled a bit on his return.  He could well end up much higher than what I’ve currently ranked him.  Learn is at 135# for West Branch, but Lamancusa certified there--although I believe he’ll stay at the wide-open 140# class.  Thus I’ve placed Rendinell and Bowers, 2nd at the CIT, behind Lipp. 

I don’t think there is a whole lot of placement potential at Steubenville.  Hughes is good and has dominated in tournaments in the Columbus area.  He will face solid competition from the Tuscarawas duo of Kimble and Triplett.  A state alternate last year, Kimble was 1st at Dover, but did not place at the Top Gun.  I originally anticipated ranking him much higher and he may well, in the end, prove my original insight to have been correct.  A wrestler who has moved up is Brown who was 5th at Brecksville and 3rd at the CIT.  He may well move past some of the Goshen and Galion competitors and place. 

140#

Projected Champion:  CHRIS KRIEBEL (ASV)

Top Contenders

	2
	Sponseller (West Holmes)
	14
	Cupp (Hamilton Twp.)

	3
	Hoppel (Columbus DeSales)
	15
	Dolinski (Brookville)

	4
	Doughty (Willard)
	16
	Clark (Louisville)

	5
	Lamancusa (West Branch)
	17
	Kocheff (Kenston)

	6
	Coleman (Preble Shawnee)
	18
	Grant (Benjamin Logan)

	7
	Gurley (Bellevue)
	19
	Rall (Upper Sandusky)

	8
	Witt (Oak Harbor)
	20
	England (Aurora)

	9
	Dunn (Beaver Local)
	21
	Schwartz (Clyde)

	10
	Lambert (Teays Valley)
	22
	Harter (Sheridan)

	11
	Simko (Revere)
	23
	Paul (Tallmadge)

	12
	Christman (Indian Lake)
	24
	Hammer (Hebron Lakewood)

	13
	Taylor (Eastwood)
	25
	Luster (Graham)


As it is presently constituted this just might be the weakest weight class in Division II, although I’m also struggling to find good heavyweights.  I see this as a wide-open competition with no solid favorite.  This is the classic situation where any of a dozen wrestlers, could, on a hot weekend, roll to the title.  There are just not a lot of heavily credentialed wrestlers competing at 140# this year. 

I’ve gone for consistency at this weight class.  Kriebel is up four weight classes after placing 6th at 119# last year.  He has touched all the bases – 1st at Solon and the CIT, 2nd at Brecksville (6-5 loss to Mikey Davis), and 3rd at the Ironman.  He is a tough, workmanlike competitor, who knows how to win and how to control the tempo of a bout.  This will not be an easy championship to win.  There are a lot of wrestlers athletically as gifted as Kriebel, but his match management is the quality that can win it for him. 

One of his obstacles (there are likely to be more than a few) is Colt Sponseller out of the Steubenville District.  Colt was a state qualifier as a freshman last year and lost to Doggett in the first round--then watched older brother Clint get 3rd at 130#.  This year he has won titles at Wayne and the Top Gun and was 2nd at Medina--beating Horne and losing to Nemec.  That Steubenville District is an interesting one.  State qualifier Hoppel has transferred to Columbus DeSales--it’s difficult to imagine a Hoppel representing anyone but Beaver Local--and had a strange year.  He won at the Midwest Classic, but then was 5th at Brecksville--winning five bouts, but losing by huge scores to Wilson and Pycraft.  He was a semi-finalist at the CIT, but then forfeited his last three bouts.  He has the experience and talent to challenge Sponseller.  State qualifiers Lambert, Cupp, and Dunn would look to be battling for two state spots.  It’ll probably depend on the pairings.  Cupp was 6th at the Top Gun and a DNP at Brecksville, and he may be the most vulnerable.  Yet he was a strong 2nd at Riverside, losing to Lamancusa 13-9.

Kriebel has a rather ordinary type district.  State alternate Lamancusa could end up at 135#, but I think we’ll see him here.  Simko could be a surprise.  He was 1st at Perry and Kenston, and 2nd at the Dies.  Kocheff is a very tough, defensive wrestler who is difficult to score on.  Originally placed at 130# he had to move up here with Rendinell at 135#.  Clark is, like Kriebel, steady.  He was 3rd at the Top Gun and Wadsworth, and 4th at North Canton.  He needs to keep generating those kinds of finishes.  

It’s a puzzling group at Goshen.  State qualifier Coleman should lead this group, but I’m not sure that will happen.  Christman, a state alternate, and Grant have posted good results with tougher schedules.  Dolinski is a bit of a mystery.  He was not even on my radar screen until he won the mammoth GMVWA, including a raucous 19-12 semi-final battle with Braun of Colerain.  I’m not exactly sure where he fits in.  Overall, this is a competitive district in a weight class with few real standouts anywhere in the state. 

I think Doughty, a state alternate last year, may have moved to the head of the pack at Galion.  He was 1st at both Wadsworth and Darby, and seems to be growing in stature.  State qualifier Gurley returns, but his results have not been eye-opening.  The freshman Witt is another 9th grader who’s bound to be great.  Oak Harbor is blessed with a boatload of such youngsters.  I have state qualifier Taylor ranked here, but he might be at 135#, depending on the status of Eric Cubberly.  

145#

Projected Champion:  KENNY QUALLICH (BUCKEYE)

Top Contenders

	2
	Schuller (Buckeye Local)
	16
	Pendleton (Indian Creek)

	3
	Vasiloff (Avon)
	17
	Lloyd (Ravenna)

	4
	Pelton (Bellevue)
	18
	Incorvaia (Highland)

	5
	McMullen (ASV)
	19
	Coleman (Benjamin Logan)

	6
	Kusar (Revere)
	20
	Huffman/.Kervin (Eastwood)

	7
	Ransbottom (Graham)
	21
	Ysaguirre (Clyde)

	8
	Spencer (McClain)
	22
	Mann (Orange)

	9
	Amick (Columbus DeSales)
	23
	Ray (Ross)

	10
	Zehler (Trenton Edgewood)
	24
	Coats (Willard)

	11
	Cornell (Port Clinton)
	25
	Bernon (Beachwood)

	12
	Deeter (Valley View)
	26
	Gilson (Napoleon)

	13
	Stover (Licking Valley)
	27
	Patrick (Western Brown)

	14
	Cecil (Orrville)
	28
	McCourt (Edison)

	15
	Tompkins (Miami Trace)
	29
	Johns (Brookville)


I currently count thirteen state qualifiers competing at this weight class, but only two of them have previously placed and both of those as low placers.  This suggests, much like 140#, frantic competition with the pairings a critical component.  This is not unlike what we saw at 130# last year where no consensus choice emerged. 

Another weight class where the eventual champ will come from a pool of six to eight wrestlers.  No one here has ever been in the top four at Columbus so that the winner will be going into uncharted territory.  My choice is the powerful Buckeye senior Kenny Quallich.  Last year he beat eventual placer Spencer in the first round and then ran into the Dave Rella Express 13-4 and could never recover.  This year he has won at Buckeye, Norwalk, and the Dies.  Up at 152# for Medina he reached the semi-finals before losing an 18-17 battle and ended up 3rd. 

Quallich will exit the toughest district.  Vasiloff was a district runner-up last year at 135# and went 2-2 at Columbus.  He was 1st at Cuyahoga Hts. and Avon Lake (over Pelton) and 2nd at the Top Gun (to Gigliotti) and Marion Harding.  Pelton, also a state qualifier, won at Brecksville this year to go with his title at Bellevue.  On a hot weekend he could win it all.  State qualifier Cornell is back and just finished wrapping up a perfect record at the SBC Duals.  I suspect that Ysaguirre will be at this weight class for Clyde--with Dencer returning to 152#--and could be a factor.  One to watch is Incorvaia who won two district bouts last year and has had some significant successes this year.  Coats and Gilson could also play a role here, but the Eastwood options at this class could be interesting.  Both Huffman and Kervin are district qualifiers who may, if Eric Cubberly appears, face off to see who wrestles at this class.  Both are good. 

State placer Schuller (6th) is a strong performer.  He was a solid 3rd at the Midwest Classic, losing only to three-time state runner-up Josh Horne in the semi-finals.  He has finalist potential.  State qualifier Amick also returns, but he has been a bit shaky to-date, 6th at the CIT and 8th at Brecksville.  However, this is the weakest district and he should have little trouble qualifying.  The rest of this district will struggle at the state level. 

There are some interesting people at Firestone.  Every time I see McMullen wrestle he looks super and his results have been good--2nd at the CIT, 3rd at Solon, and 4th at Brecksville and the Ironman.  What’s baffling are some individual scores--a 16-1 loss to Pelton, a 16-7 loss to Gaier, and getting pinned consecutively by Randazzo and Whitely.  He’ll have to avoid those in February.  Junior high state champ Kusar is outstanding.  He has stepped right in and won at Perry and Kenston and finished 2nd at Solon and the Dies.  He’ll win a couple titles before he is through.  State alternate Cecil has a pair of seconds and a pair of thirds in four tourneys, while Lloyd and Mann have been good.  Bernon, now a senior, is extremely strong and has qualification potential, if he stays healthy.

Goshen is one of those districts where the 145# class is total chaos.  I have ten folks on my list with no surety as to who is first and who is tenth.  Spencer did the best last year with a 6th place finish at this weight class.  I cannot deny I was completely surprised.  He’ll have a chance to better that this year.  Ransbottom, also a state qualifier, beat Spencer in Week 1 and has wrestled Graham’s brutal schedule.  If nothing else, he should be battle hardened. I like Zehler and Tompkins, but there are so many possibilities here.  Deeter, a state qualifier, has bouts of brilliance and could be a placer at Columbus, if he can get there.

152#

Projected Champion:  DAVE RELLA (WALSH JESUIT)

Top Contenders

	2
	Rohler (Akron St. Vincent)
	14
	Ramey (Teays Valley)

	3
	Smith (Eastwood)
	15
	Daniel (Highland)

	4
	Robinson (Bellbrook)
	16
	Kramer (Valley View)

	5
	Saladonis (Avon)
	17
	Apperson (Morgan)

	6
	Henry (Claymont)
	18
	Whitlow (Benjamin Logan)

	7
	Fuller (Willard)
	19
	Wheeland (Norton)

	8
	Esch (Indian Lake)
	20
	Ungaro (River View)

	9
	Solomon (Beachwood)
	21
	Kincaid (Watkins Memorial)

	10
	Bowman (Big Walnut)
	22
	Moritz (West Geauga)

	11
	Robinson (New Lexington)
	23
	Dickerhoof (Canton South)

	12
	Dencer (Clyde)
	24
	Akam (West Holmes)

	13
	Naylor (Western Brown)
	25
	Walker (Warrensville)


This should be, perhaps, the most exciting competition in Division II.  It features three superb wrestlers (assuming Rohler and Rella remain at 152#), and a strong supporting cast.  The pairings will be interesting, with the Firestone District champion having a clear edge since his two top threats will likely be on the other side of the bracket.  If you’re looking for wrestling of the very highest quality and exceptional competition, this should be the weight class for you. 

Rella was my choice at 145# last year, but failed to win in the strangest of circumstances.  A district champ, he won his first three bouts at Columbus by a 49-13 margin, including a 12-1 decision over the excellent Davis.  In the finals he ended up in the 30-second tiebreaker with the defensive-minded Freirichs.  Choosing the top he had Freirichs securely controlled when inexplicably he applied a full nelson and lost on a penalty point.  This year he seemed set at 160#, but a pair of not-so-close losses to Erwin made him try 152#.  He quickly proceeded to win at the Powerade, defeating the top ranked Jones and winning the OW award.  He then handled Smith 14-9 on his feet at the Ohio Duals, though Smith was able to tilt him for back points.  It is undoubtedly a tough cut, but should he maintain this weight, he will be very tough to beat.  He is exceptional on his feet and his mat skills are vastly improved. 

State runner-up Rohler also wrestled a strange final round bout at Columbus last year.  He, too, dominated his first three opponents (first period falls in the quarters and semis) before meeting Morgan in the finals.  There he was penalized several times before dropping a 5-3 decision.  This year he was 3rd at both the Ironman and Beast, losing to the same out-of-state opponent in both semi-finals.  He won at Solon with four falls and caught the eyes of the state by moving up to 160# and beating Erwin in the State Duals.  Erwin was apparently not at 100%, but Rohler had proven the point.  He has the potential to beat anyone.  He and Rella exit the same district so they should be apart at Columbus with the loser very likely wrestling Smith in either the quarters or semis.  I think Rella will win the bout on his feet, but both these juniors will be superstars next year.

Smith is the other possibility here.  A three-time state qualifier, this will be his third year at this weight class.  Last March he was 3rd, losing only to the powerful Butzer in the semi-finals.  This year his only loss until the Rella bout was at 160# the first week of the season when Koz of St. Edward caught him at something less than his best.  He crushed the opposition at Brecksville and my broadcasting partners--Jeff Cole and Mike Gillmor--were extremely impressed with his workmanlike demeanor. 

The real question is who goes where.  I’ve placed Rella and Smith at 152# and Milano-- also certified at 152#--at 160# with Erwin.  The real issue is Rohler.  As mentioned, he has been brilliant at 160#, beating Erwin and crushing the field at the CIT.  I think he is second best at either weight.  I’ve rated him here, but he could just as easily be at 160#. 

Rella and Rohler (if here) will dominate at Firestone.  I’m not sure that the other two qualifiers--whoever they may be--have much chance at state placement.  Solomon has had some success and he is very strong.  He might be the best possibility for the third spot.  The key will be how wrestlers bounce back after getting beat up by Rella and Rohler and continue to wrestle well in the consolation bracket. 

Smith is equally supreme at Galion, however, there are other good placement possibilities there.  Saladonis was 1st at both Cuyahoga Hts. and Avon Lake, and a strong 4th at the Top Gun.  Fuller and Dencer are both solid and have won tournaments this year.  I particularly like Fuller to do well.  Daniel has had a strong second half of the season and could play an important role.  

Henry, if he stays here, now looks to be the very best at the Steubenville District.  He was very impressive at Medina and had a good Top Gun, except for two losses to Saladonis.  Bowman and Ramey look to be the best out of the Central District, but this is not a strong weight class at Steubenville.  I think there is substantial opportunity for wrestlers having a hot weekend to qualify. 

Just to keep myself on target, remember that there are two excellent wrestlers named Robinson--Eric and Jerry--at this district.  The first named, Eric, was the district runner-up at 152# last year and made it to the state quarterfinals before Smith beat him by five.  This year he was runner-up at the GMVWA, losing 8-6 to Division I qualifier Purnell.  Esch was also a state qualifier, but drew Pucillo in the first round.  This year he started slowly, losing to Fuller and Smith in their triangular.  However, since then he has regained form and should qualify.  The second Robinson, Jerry, was the state alternate at 130# last year and has not missed a beat moving up four weight classes.  Naylor, Whitlow, and Kramer are an excellent back-up trio with strong qualification potential.  Their problem is that they’re not at Firestone or Steubenville. 

160#

Projected Champion:  DAVID ERWIN (GRAHAM)

Top Contenders

	2*
	Milano (Rocky River)
	15
	Hoehn (Wapakoneta)

	3
	Joseph (Norton)
	16
	Cologie (Buckeye Local)

	4
	Burns (Hillsboro)
	17
	Sandella (Avon)

	5
	Mizer (Carrollton)
	18
	Foster (Eastwood)

	6
	Baker (Bellevue)
	19
	Poyser (Louisville)

	7
	Magrum (Oak Harbor)
	20
	Thornton (Willard)

	8
	Police (Perry)
	21
	Huffman (New Lexington)

	9
	Weisenstein (Watkins Memorial)
	22
	Slovich (University School)

	10
	Winner (Alliance)
	23
	Kuechler (Columbus DeSales)

	11
	Kanta (Ross)
	24
	Wolverton (Van Wert)

	12
	Ashcraft (McClain)
	25
	Reynolds (Hebron Lakewood)

	13
	Taylor (ASV)
	26
	Boone (Lake Catholic)

	14
	Stahl (Benjamin Logan)
	
	


*Josh Rohler if at this weight class.

Erwin was part of that fabulous class of freshmen that entered Graham three years ago.  He was more or less ignored as higher profile teammates like Schlatter and Doggett garnered most of the publicity.  Still it was easy to see that he was an exceptional talent who could only get better in the competitive atmosphere of the Graham wrestling room.  That promise paid off early as he was 3rd at 145# as a sophomore and took the state title at this weight class last year.  It was a powerful performance culminating in a technical fall in the finals after three easy triumphs in the earlier rounds.  This year he rose to the #1 national ranking with wins at the Ironman and Beast before being upset by Rohler at the Ohio Duals.  Certainly at less than 100%, he nonetheless succumbed for the second straight year at this meet--last year he was pinned by Lowther.  In my mind that loss is relatively inconsequential.  He’ll face tough competition at this weight class, but I don’t see him losing again this year. 

Nevertheless, if Rohler is here it won’t be easy.  I’m not sure what it is but Graham seemed either tired or out of shape at St. Edward.  Erwin was one of those who seemed to wilt (at least slightly) when faced with constant pressure from Koz.  If this is not rectified (and Rohler is here and 100%), the state final could be a real slugfest. 

Let’s not forget Milano.  He was 3rd as a sophomore, losing only to Butzer.  Then last year, fighting injuries, he won his first 31 bouts before losing in the district finals to Smith.  He was just a shadow of himself at Columbus and had to forfeit after a first round effort.  Remember, this is a wrestler who has already signed with Michigan.  This year he won the Top Gun and Avon Lake and was 3rd at Brecksville losing to Popham.  He did certify at 152#, but I expect to see him here--and very possibly in the finals. 

Some people think Erwin is the best 160-pounder in the country, so I think we can consider him the favorite at the Goshen District.  Still, Ryan Burns is the big unknown here.  A district champ at 152# last year, he went 2-2 at Columbus failing by a point to place.  He is an exceptional talent, but he has had injury problems that have drastically reduced his wrestling schedule the last two years.  Kanta won at Edgewood and was 2nd at Sycamore, and has excellent qualification chances.  Ashcraft was a state alternate last year and he may be undervalued in this ranking. Add in Stahl, Huffman and Hamilton (Franklin) and this is a very fine district. 

The best district, however, is at Galion.  Milano is my top choice, but there is plenty here to challenge him.  Two excellent freshmen are in the upper echelon.  Both Magrum and Foster were state junior high champs last year and have performed very well as freshmen at an upper weight class.  I think Magrum has the lead right now and his progress over the course of the season has been phenomenal.  However, Baker, Sandella and Hoehn are also very good and have that important ingredient – experience.  Wolverton and Thornton could also pull an upset here, but whether they can put together enough to qualify is open to question.  The secret ingredient might be Frees (Byron) if he ends up here. I’ve ranked him at 171# where he competed last year. 

There may be only one placer out of Firestone.  State qualifier Joseph opened with a heart-stopping overtime win over Burns last year, but that was the high point of his Columbus weekend.  He was 1st at Hudson, Solon, and the Dies, and was 4th at Brecksville.  He’d like to be wrestling on Saturday night this year when he goes to Columbus.  The rest of this district is not as strong.  Police is solid, while Winner has been consistent--1st at Riverside, 4th at Top Gun--but neither has state experience.  Poyser is a possibility and Slovich (brother of Amanda) could also reach Columbus.  I think Joseph is a high probability qualifier, while for the rest it’ll be a scramble. 

I’m not sure that Steubenville might be even a tad weaker.  Mizer and Weisenstein lead the way, and I was impressed with the latter’s runner-up finish at Medina.  Mizer was 5th at the Top Gun and I’m betting he was disappointed with that result.  I still see him as a middle to high placer.  These two would seem to be a step ahead of everyone else here. 

#171

Projected Champion:  NICK HACKETT (HAMILTON TWP.)

Top Contenders

	2
	Thompson (Graham)
	15
	Knapp (Morgan)

	3
	Van Buskirk (Benjamin Logan)
	16
	Weiner (Beachwood)

	4
	Ciccone (Lake Catholic)
	17
	Hill (Tallmadge)

	5
	Clark (Licking Valley)
	18
	Beach (Steubenville)

	6
	Ramirez (Eastwood)
	19
	Brackett (Bellbrook)

	7
	Tolson (Padua)
	20
	Andrea (Salem)

	8
	Costa (Edison)
	21
	Terrill (Franklin)

	9
	Malott (Bellevue)
	22
	Balogh (Clyde)

	10
	Miller (Highland)
	23
	Gibson (Watkins Memorial)

	11
	J. Lipstraw (Oak Harbor)
	24
	Saks (Kenston)

	12
	Frees (Bryan)
	25
	Korman (Finneytown)

	13
	Thomure (Springfield Shawnee)
	26
	Hudak (Lexington)

	14
	Nicholson (Canal Fulton NW)
	27
	Carter (Orange)


It would appear to be a two-man battle at 171#, featuring a pair of competitors who were state qualifiers at this weight class last year.  In one corner we have state runner-up Nick Hackett, who lost only to the highly rated Caponi in last year’s final.  Overall he was 43-2 and I was impressed with his steady, workmanlike performance at States where he won his first three bouts 6-3, 6-3, and 6-2.  This year he has been untouchable while winning at Hamilton, Riverside, and Brecksville, and rolling up big scores in virtually every bout.  More confident, he is scoring from every position.  An experienced senior (with an older brother who won the Nationals) he will be very tough to beat. 

His big competition should be the sophomore Thompson, who was 6th at this weight class last year while winning a lot of close, low-scoring bouts like 2-1, 3-2, and 2-0.  This year he won big at Graham, was 2nd at the Ironman and GMVWA (losing close bouts each time to out-of-state wrestlers), and placing at the Beast.  An issue that sometimes arises is that talented freshmen thrust into a difficult schedule learn to be very conservative and defensive.  They wrestle with understandable caution and can be successful in that style.  Thompson, in my view, is so talented that the time has arrived to move into a more aggressive mode.  It will make him a dominant upper weight the next two years. 

There is no seeding here so if both boys win their district (a high probability event) there is still a one in three chance that they will meet in the semi-finals.  Whenever their meeting does occur, Thompson will work to keep it close looking for a one-move bout that dramatically increases his chances of victory. 

I think there is a big drop-off between our top duo and everyone else.  Hackett, for example, heads a district at Steubenville where he is the only returning state qualifier.  I do like Clark who was a district semi-finalist last year, then lost to Hackett on a disqualification and could not recover.  He has been dominant in the southeastern part of the state.  Costa has also been solid and he has placement potential.  Knapp and Beach will battle for the last qualifying spot with Gibson having an outside chance. 

Thompson is not as far ahead at Goshen.  Van Buskirk went 2-2 at Columbus last year and should do better than that this year.  He’s had several tourney wins, including one at Franklin.  Behind this twosome is a quartet of solid 171’s that include Brackett, Thomure, Terrill, and Korman.  Whoever gets those last two berths will provide vigorous first round competition with whomever they meet. 

The best all-around district is at Galion.  There are a multitude of choices--none of whom are likely to be a finalist, but all of whom have placement potential.  I’m not sure whether we should be ranking them individually, or just putting them on the table in a single lump.  Ramirez started slowly, but has shown rapid improvement.  He took the title at the Top Gun, which has to have his confidence soaring.  Tolson had to default in his go-to-state bout last year, but he has come back strong.  He has been competing at 160# and 171# and I have placed him here.  He beat Malott at Avon Lake and was 3rd at the CIT after losing a first round 3-2 decision to Ciccone (great pairngs?) and then winning countless consolation bouts.  Malott and Miller are both returning state qualifiers, while Frees was a state alternate last year.  All have had successful seasons to-date.  A dark horse candidate is Josh Lipstraw, who ran away from the field at the SBC Duals.  Balogh has done a fine job for Clyde, but there may be too much here to overcome.  Clyde, by the way, lost two state qualifiers in the last six weeks--Garcia to a heart condition and Martin who took early retirement in preparation for college football. 

Ciccone is about “it” at Firestone.  I am quite sure that this is the first time ever that my list for this district consisted of one name.  A state qualifier last year, he went 1-2 losing an overtime heartbreaker in the consolation round.  This year he won at the CIT, was 3rd at Dublin (beating Martin), and 4th at Medina.  I’ve searched for the best candidates for the last spots, but I’m guessing that, perhaps, two of the qualifiers will be names unfamiliar to most. 

189#

Projected Champion:  MIKE PUCILLO (WALSH JESUIT)

Top Contenders

	2
	Tymoszczuk (Lake Catholic)
	15
	George (Rossford)

	3
	Cook (Bellbrook)
	16
	Schindel (Hoban)

	4
	LaRosa (Avon)
	17
	Bose (Gallia)

	5
	Brown (Eastwood)
	18
	McClintock (West Holmes)

	6
	Caponi (ASV)
	19
	Neptune (John Glenn)

	7
	White (Sheridan)
	20
	Storts (Springfield Shawnee)

	8
	Griffin (Canal Fulton NW)
	21
	Medrick (Padua)

	9
	Schwartz (Clyde)
	22
	Hochstetler (Orrville)

	10
	Johnson (Hamilton Twp.)
	23
	Blackburn (Fairview)

	11
	Slupski (Columbus DeSales)
	24
	Scurlock (Cambridge)

	12
	Hammond (Willard)
	25
	Blakely (Benjamin Logan)

	13
	Hess (Urbana)
	26
	Kline (Van Wert)

	14
	Bowman (Big Walnut)
	
	


I never expected to see Mike Pucillo competing at 189# anytime in his high school career.  After all, he placed at 125# as a freshman and since has twice been runner-up – once at 145# when Tripp proved to be too big (and too good), and last year at 152# when Butzer wrestled the match of his life to avenge Pucillo’s district win--and that’s not even counting his 2nd place finish to Rohler at the Junior High States four years ago.  So at the Ironman I was surprised to see him at 189# wrestling beautifully, but looking like a 160-pounder who somehow wandered onto the wrong mat.  In the semis Taylor of Blair out muscled him, and that looked like a signal to go down and confront Hackett at 171#.  Didn’t happen, and at the Beast he pinned the #1 ranked Bond in overtime in the semi-finals and then beat Taylor to get the Outstanding Wrestler award.  He then blasted through the Powerade with no trouble whatsoever.  Still, I thought we might see him at a more reasonable 171#. 

I am reminded of the crucial battle for Peruvian Independence at Ayachuco in 1824.  There the royalists outnumbered the rebels by nearly 2 to 1 and, in addition, had 14 cannons.  As the battle was to begin, the commander of the rebel’s crucial right flank, General Cordova, rode upon his splendid white horse apparently to address the troops.  He dismounted, drew his sword, and deliberately killed his own horse and then shouted to his men:  “There lies my horse.  I have now no means of escape and we must fight it out here together.”  With that as inspiration his troops made the crucial breakthrough and routed the Spanish.  

Well, Pucillo hasn’t shot his horse (well at least I hope he hasn’t), but he has certified at 189# so there is no turning back, but, maybe, that is the best choice.  His skills as a small man have translated well at the upper weights (think Tommy Rowlands or Eddie Potokar), and he is an overwhelming favorite to win at this weight class. 

It really is a great weight class.  There are exceptionally good big men at every district, all with very good credentials.  In a way Pucillo kind of ruins it, because he has taken the suspense out of the competition (at least for first place).  Nevertheless, it’ll be a pleasure to watch all these fine 189’s hard at work. 

There is an outstanding quartet of 189’s at Firestone.  Pucillo we have already discussed.  Tymoszczuk has had an exceptional year.  He has won titles at the CIT, Brecksville, and Dublin, and as far as I can ascertain, he is undefeated.  He could be a finalist, especially since he is likely to be away from Pucillo.  Caponi is a huge 189# - very tall with long arms.  He has been getting better in a big hurry (Anthony Gary is probably teaching him some lessons), and is ranked much higher now than he would have been just a month ago.  He was 3rd at Solon, 4th at Brecksville, and a strong 2nd at the CIT, losing to Tymoszczuk by a single point.  Only a junior, he will be even stronger next year.  State qualifier Griffin is up from 171# and was 2nd at Medina, also losing to Tymoszczuk.  He is in line for one of the four qualifying spots, but the pairings look to be dicey.  That would give Schindel or Hochstetler a possible opportunity. 

District champ and state place winner Jason Cook is back at Goshen.  He won three state bouts last year and has possible finalist potential.  This year he was upset by Division III stalwart, Logan Brown, at the GMVWA, but has been successful in every other tourney.  White qualified at 171# and drew Hackett in the first round and lost 6-3.  Then wrestled very well in some close consolations bouts and ended up 5th.  They should be finalists here with state alternate Bose and Hess having the best odds at capturing the two other state berths. 

LaRosa and Brown head a very good and very deep Galion District.  LaRosa was 6th last year at 160# and has jumped two rather large weight classes.  Still, he took the title at Avon Lake, Marion Harding, and Cuyahoga Hts., while finishing 2nd to an out-of-state wrestler at the Top Gun.  Brown was a district champ and state qualifier last year for Kansas Lakota in Division III.  This season he was 2nd at Brecksville and 4th at the Top Gun.  If Eastwood goes on a roll he might ride that wave of excitement.  State qualifier Schwartz and state alternate Hammond are also here, as is the very athletic George.  None of the boys are safe with Medrick, Blackburn and Kline in my ranking table and Lipstraw (Oak Harbor), Maxworthy (Buckeye), and Voll (Rocky River) also competing. 

It’s not quite as strong at Steubenville, but two state qualifiers lead the field.  Neither Johnson nor Slupski has quite wrestled at peak form to-date, but I anticipate that they’ll be in overdrive by tourney time.  Bowman and state alternate McClintock are both solid, but Neptune and Scurlock lead a whole host of other challengers.  This qualifying group will have to step it up when they get to Columbus. 

215#

Projected Champion:  JASON MARSHALL (GRAHAM)

Top Contenders

	2
	Nachtrab (Eastwood)
	14
	Gantz (Howland)

	3
	Bowersock (Beaver Local)
	15
	Whitten (Big Walnut)

	4
	Smith (Perkins)
	16
	Moore (Miami Trace)

	5
	Laracuente (Trinity)
	17
	Lott (Ravenna)

	6
	Bovina (Indian Creek)
	18
	Pinzone (Padua)

	7
	Walker (Alliance)
	19
	Burton (Valley View)

	8
	Fruth (Napoleon)
	20
	Meyer (Columbus DeSales)

	9
	Williams (Watkins Memorial)
	21
	Snyder (Hillsboro)

	10
	Thurston (Teays Valley)
	22
	Gonzales (Paulding)

	11
	Currier (Orrville)
	23
	Khatib (Revere)

	12
	Turner (Brookville)
	24
	Spence (Benjamin Logan)

	13
	Randall (Girard)
	25
	Rodriguez (Willard)


Sometimes things take a little longer to happen than anticipated both in life and in wrestling.  Watching Jason Marshall three years ago you might have guessed two, maybe three state titles.  After all he was 4th at 189# as a freshman, and lost 11-10 to the mighty Villers in the consolation final.  Still, events can occur in strange ways.  As a sophomore at 215# he found himself competing with two state champs and finished 3rd, losing to Villers in the semi-finals.  Then last year a football injury cause him to miss half the season and Dennis ended up at 215#--going undefeated and winning both the state and national championships, while Marshall was a state qualifier at 275#. 

Well, this year it’s Marshall’s turn and he’s making the most of it--winning at Graham, the GMVWA, and Ironman, the last in very impressive style, and finishing 3rd at the Beast, whose champion he defeated at the Ironman.  Unless he is the victim of very bad luck, he should dominate since he is clearly the best 215-pounder in Ohio.  His next big challenge won’t arrive until the High School Nationals in late March. 

While Marshall is a very heavy favorite, the battle for state placement will be fierce.  The Galion District will send several wrestlers to Columbus with strong credentials.  Nachtrab, a fine freestyle wrestler, was a semi-finalist at Brecksville (losing to Palmieri) and ended up 3rd, and followed that up with a hard won title at the Top Gun over a game Walker.  Right with him is Smith, who won the SBC Duals and Tiffin, and was 3rd at North Canton, losing a one-point decision to Division I pick Simon.  Fruth has jumped into the fray with a fine senior season, while Pinzone could get the last spot.  Paulding will be represented by Gonzales who has past district experience and gave Smith a battle in last year’s consolation round.  Still, I thing it’s Nachtrab and Smith, followed by a wide range of possibilities. 

Perhaps the best district is at Steubenville.  Bowersock was a district finalist last year and then won two state bouts, just missing placement.  One of those wins was an overtime struggle over Laracuente.  He started slowly this year, but I think he’ll be a high placer come February.  State qualifier Bovina pinned Bowersock last year, but had little luck at Columbus.  This season he was 2nd at Edison and Brooke, and is a very experienced competitor.  Williams was runner-up at Medina and is a go-for-broke wrestler.  He does not have a classic wrestling build, but he can be very dangerous.  I can understand why he might be very difficult to wrestle the first time you see him.  He had a solid chance of winning at Medina, but was out-conditioned by Marcellino.  Thurston and Whitten are also very good and add in Meyer and Golden (Cambridge) and it will be a battle to qualify. 

Marshall should have little trouble at Goshen.  State alternate Turner returns and may be second best, but all four of last year’s qualifiers were seniors.  Turner was a district semi-finalist last year, but back-to-back losses thwarted his qualification hopes.  This year he was 3rd at GMVWA, losing only to Division III choice, Joe Reamer.  Moore might be one to watch with three district wins last year (after a first round loss to Dennis), and placement at the GMVWA.  Oney Snyder, the Junior High State heavyweight champ, is at this weight class and his results continue to improve.  He could make it to Columbus as a freshman.  

There are a lot of possibilities at Firestone.  The powerful Laracuente was a state qualifier last year and has followed that up with a 2nd at the CIT and a 3rd at Southview.  Walker has really progressed, with a 1st at Riverside and a 2nd at the Top Gun to Nachtrab--where he lost by a 10-8 score.  He could be a state surprise this year.  Currier, the state alternate, won at Wayne and Chippewa, and placed at the Top Gun and Wadsworth.  He has been very consistent.  Gantz lost his go-to-state bout to Laracuente last year 8-7 and that’s not a lot to make up.  The mystery man is Randall, who beat Bowersock earlier in the year.  It will be interesting to see how he performs at the district level.  Factor in Lott, Khatib, a very consistent performer, and Weber, and this could be a shoot-out from the very first round. 

Hvy.

Projected Champion:  ROB HOLBERT (HOWLAND)

Top Contenders

	2
	Guhn (Clyde)
	15
	Viock (Willard)

	3
	Sharp (West Branch)
	16
	Purkiss (Ravenna)

	4
	Carpenter (Sheridan)
	17
	Brown (Defiance)

	5
	Radloff (Bellevue)
	18
	Barlow (Liberty)

	6
	Rankin (Miami Trace)
	19
	Wolf (Urbana)

	7
	Bird (Minerva)
	20
	Deighan (Padua)

	8
	Fennell (Perkins)
	21
	Reckman (Indian Hills)

	9
	Parker (Valley View)
	22
	Hinerman (Edison)

	10
	Hines (Indian Creek)
	23
	Corder (Harrison Central)

	11
	Schulte (Eastwood)
	24
	Sparks (University School)

	12
	Petrella (Steubenville)
	25
	Vuich (Rossford)

	13
	Hiles (Columbus DeSales)
	26
	Meier (Whitehall)

	14
	Beane (Chaminade)
	
	


As I said in the Division I essay at this weight class, the Age of the Heavyweight ended early last March.  We have fallen into a deep valley after scaling the heights the past three years and, indeed, it is a great year to be even reasonably good at this weight class.  There are only three returning state qualifiers at 275# this year, one of whom (Holbert) placed 6th.  This provides a real opportunity for those who have been manhandled by the Hoppel’s, Fox’s, and their colleagues the last three years to jump to the forefront.  So far, however, nobody has performed in a manner that sets pulses pounding. 

One of the major problems is that several of the major players at this weight class have wrestled a schedule that does not pit them against other top heavyweights.  That makes it a guessing game at a weight class that is already notoriously difficult to forecast.  I do believe that there are three principal possibilities – Matt Guhn, Rob Holbert, and Nathan Sharp. 

Holbert was 6th last year, losing twice to Scott Neuenschwander.  A big heavyweight, close to the weight limit, he moves well and has senior experience.  He wrestles a schedule that, this year, has kept him from meeting many of the top contenders in Division II. 

Sharp is nearly as big and is only a sophomore.  He was a state qualifier, but lost both his contests on the opening night.  He has tremendous potential and will likely be a dominant force during the next two years, unless next year comes early.  He won at Riverside and the Dies, with few problems at either location.

Guhn, substantially smaller, also qualified for Columbus last year and won two bouts, including a 6-2 decision over Sharp.  He has won titles at Dublin, Clyde, SBC Duals, and Franklin, while finishing 3rd at Bellevue.  He has beaten Carpenter twice this year by identical 7-5 scores. 

I think Holbert will win.  He is big and strong, with more offense than many men his size.  He worked hard in the off-season and I think that will pay off in the chill of February.  

While Holbert and Sharp are the top two at Firestone, they must be wary of Bird.  He has already won at Wayne, Coshocton, and Beaver Local, while finishing a strong 3rd at the Top Gun.  Not quite as big as the top duo, he is still a formidable figure.  The last berth is wide open, but my favorite for that spot is the consistent Xylon Purkiss.  He has placed at the WRC, Cuyahoga Hts., and Brecksville.  After him the conditions rapidly become chaotic. 

Guhn, probably, emerges from the toughest district.  As we have often seen, Galion appears to be the deepest of the four.  The short Radloff does not appear to be overly athletic, but he is excellent at winning close bouts.  He was a finalist at Brecksville after a series of close victories, and won at Avon Lake and Bellevue.  He has a few clever little moves that he can score with, and then try to score on him--it isn’t easy.  Fennell lost a 3-2 bout with Guhn at the SBC Duals and won at Tiffin after finishing 4th at North Canton.  He seems to be showing the rapid improvement among northwestern 275’s.  Schulte was at 160# last year and wrestles like a smaller man.  He was 5th at Brecksville and 4th at the Top Gun.  Brown was a finalist at Sylvania and 3rd at Perrysburg.  He is one of Defiance’s bookends--Foldvary at 103# and him--and has qualification hopes.  Vuich and Viock have similar names, similar records, but are different in physique (Vuich is bigger).  Don’t forget Deighan who pinned Hiles at the CIT--he’ll be one of the smaller heavyweights here.  

Carpenter and Parker were the finalists at Medina and there could be a rematch at Goshen.  Carpenter won that one with an early fall, and remains the favorite at this district.  He has high placement potential.  Parker has won at Carlisle, Edgewood, and Bellbrook, and moves well for a 260-pound wrestler.  However, the somewhat smaller Cheyenne Rankin could ruin that reunion.  He was an impressive 1st at the GMVWA and was a state qualifier two years ago.  That fourth berth will be bitterly contested.  Beane, probably right at the limit, went the furthest in last year’s district (besides Carpenter) and might be nominally the favorite.  Wolf, Baker (Tipp City) and Ickes (Circleville) are the other possibilities.  Someone I don’t know is Reckman.  He is undefeated in the Cincinnati area, but with a schedule that does not appear to be severely testing.  He needs to be checked out. 

There is an element of disarray at Steubenville.  Many of the best results have been generated by a wide variety of contestants.  Hines is back from last year and has a golden opportunity to be successful.  The freshman Hiles will be a force these four years, and it may begin next month.  Petrella has won at Steubenville and Barnesville, while Hinerman was runner-up at Steubenville and Beaver Local.  The qualifiers here will likely be first round underdogs at Columbus. 

TEAMS
1.
Graham 
This will be their 5th consecutive team title--by for the longest streak in Division II history.  It will also be their 7th state team title--again the most in Division II history and alone in 4th place overall behind St. Edward (20), Maple Hts. (10), and Walsh (8).  Hart, Doggett, Erwin, and Marshall must be accorded the favorite’s role, while Thompson, Kyle, Boyd, Jordan, and Ransbottom can place.  Forget about the St. Ed’s debacle it’s the state tournament that’s important now.

2. 
Eastwood 
A marvelous program that in many years would be a strong favorite.  However, the only way they can catch Graham is if there is a team-wide melt down in St. Paris.  Nonetheless, this team should score over 100 points--and they’re still young.  Cubberly, Smith, and Llanas are the superstars, but each will have to pull an upset to win an individual title.  They have so much excellent secondary scoring strength--Brown, Ramirez, Taylor, Shroyer, and Ulinski are all good, and the two freshmen, Eric Cubberly and Foster, are on the brink of excellence.  They share a common trait with Graham--both were blown out by St. Eds.

3.
 Akron St. Vincent
It’ll be nip and tuck with Walsh for the third spot.  Rohler is tremendous, one of the absolute best wrestlers in the state, but he’ll be the underdog at either 152# or 160#.  Kriebel has been excellent and has as good a chance as anyone to win at the rather weak 140# class.  Caponi has seemingly blossomed, and Dean and McMullen are tough.  It would be a feather in their cap if they can edge out Walsh. 

4.
 Walsh Jesuit 
This is a team with two brilliant stars, but lacking the usual Walsh depth.  Pucillo is a huge favorite, and Rella should win, but not easily.  Keyes was a runner-up last year and they need him to produce that same late season magic this year. 

5.
 Columbus DeSales
The dominating Earley will get them off to a great start and then it’s up to team depth to go to work.  Hoppel, Burton, and, maybe, Amick can score at the state level, but they need Cormier and Lovell to reach peak form.  There are a lot of opportunities here, they need to grab on to a few of them.

6. 
Willard  
Another team with great depth and many potential opportunities.  The real question is whether they can, as a team, score at the state level.  They have possibilities at every weight class between 112# and 160#, and need to cash in on some of them.  If that doesn’t happen, they won’t be in the top ten.

7. 
Beachwood 
The brothers Lipp are both slight favorites and that is probably 50 points (under the old system).  If Solomon can score, it would solidify this placement.

8. 
Bellevue 
This is a squad that requires solid performances from their big-time performers to reach this level.  Both Pelton brothers have to score heavily, while Radloff needs to do his share.  They need contributions from Malott, Gurley, and Baker.

9. 
Clyde   
The loss of Garcia and Martin puts this team’s top ten chances in jeopardy.  Guhn and Michaels have to step up big time at 275# and 130# for this to work out.  Then add in the younger Michaels, Thurn, Aona, and Schwartz, and things could look a whole lot brighter.

10. 
Padua 
McLemore and Friery, still both juniors, have finalist possibilities and that is a lot of points.  Help has to come from state qualifiers like Mitchell and Mack, or from the big boys like Tolson and Medrick. If a Deighan or Pinzone can surprise, so much the better. 

