2005 High School Wrestling Forecast

34th Annual Edition


DIVISION I

For the second consecutive year the Division I landscape looks a little less formidable than usual.  While there are, clearly, some superior wrestlers this year, the normal depth one might anticipate is absent at a number of weight classes.  This is somewhat alleviated by the emergence of a fine freshman class that holds great promise for the future.  One complicating factor, as it was last year, is the uncertain composition of the districts at Darby and Fairfield.  Again, the two Dayton area sectionals will send yet to be specified teams to Darby.  

103 #

Projected Champion:  tony jamieson (fitch)

Top Contenders

	2
	Rini (Massillon Jackson)
	14
	Millar (Davidson)

	3
	Fields/Touris (Lakota West)
	15
	Lem (Avon Lake)

	4
	Weaver (Moeller)
	16
	Kretz (Twinsburg)

	5
	Sneyd (Waite)
	17
	Harrington (Sycamore)

	6
	Bowman (Whitmer)
	18
	Segovia (Springfield North)

	7
	S. Mitcheff (Elyria)
	19
	McCoy (Elder)

	8
	Birt (St. Edward)
	20
	D’Allesandro (Mayfield)

	9
	Genetin (Massillon Perry)
	21
	Sturm (Geneva)

	10
	Radsky (Thomas Worthington)
	22
	Bivenour (Olentangy)

	11
	Lichtenberg (Strongsville)
	23
	Burdiss (Sidney)

	12
	Nighman (Riverside)
	24
	Reese (Shaker Hts)

	13
	Williams (Piqua)
	25
	Mead (Harrison)

	
	
	26
	Hinkle (Central Crossing)


The State tournament is officially regarded as having begun in 1938 as an invitational meet sponsored by the Greater Cleveland Coaches Association.  Each year since then, individual titles have been awarded in 10 to 14 weight classes.  School classification divisions were initiated in 1971 and 1976, but the large school classification has been continually contested for 67 years.  The introductory title awarded this year--at 103#--will be the 800th contested since 1938.  In that time frame the level of sophistication in technique and training has been astounding and the hours invested in the sport increased many times.  In addition the sheer difficulty of reaching the state meet, let alone winning it cannot be overestimated.

As is often the case at 103# there is no clear-cut choice at this class.  It seems to me that there are four boys with the best chance of winning--the junior Weaver, sophomore Rini, and freshmen Fields and Jamieson.  A dark-horse candidate might be Sneyd, but more about him later.  Let’s look at the district breakout for clues that might resolve this weight class.

The best and deepest district is at Perry.  Two of my top contenders and a whole host of strong performers will compete at that locale.  Jamieson was the state junior high runner-up at 96# last year (to Kolodzik) and has outstanding youth credentials.  This year he was 4th at Brecksville and then won the Top Gun over a strong field.  At Brecksville he split two bouts with Rini while at the Top Gun he, this time, beat Kolodzik and handled Roche.  He looks to be on the steep part of the learning curve.  Rini, having moved to Jackson from Massillon Perry, is probably the most fearsome wrestler here.  A state qualifier last year (he did not compete because of injury) he has grown into a very large l03-pounder.  He was 3rd at Brecksville losing the first day to Jamieson and then winning their consolation final and that points to an issue.  He’s cutting a lot of weight and may have first day problems.  The other concern is the injury jinx that has afflicted him of late.  If we find him, however, on the mat Saturday night he will then become very difficult to beat.  Nighman won two district bouts last year and placed at the Top Gun and Medina.  Genetin was runner-up at Medina and upset Fields in the Ohio Duals.  Kretz has been brilliant in winning the WRC and Southview tournaments.  It goes on and on with Sturm, Lichtenberg, Reese and Guthrie (Parma) all potential players here.  The eventual outcome is very dependent on styles and that comes back to the pairings.  The top duo will probably qualify however they fall in the bracket, but for the rest, it could be crucial.

There are lots of wrestlers at Mentor who look like low-to-middle placers, but no one who one might expect to see in the finals.  Birt, the Medina champ, and Mitcheff, who beat him, 6-5 in a dual meet led my list here, with Bowman and Lem somewhere in the mix behind them.  The unknown element is Sneyd.  He was forced to wrestle at 112# last year (state runner-up Holliday was Waite’s 103) and still won two district bouts.  He’s ranked first in his area, but I don’t have results that clarify his status with most of the rest of this field.  He was 2nd at Perrysburg--but that was a default injury in the finals.  It may be the middle of February before it all becomes clear.  Also look for D’Allesandro, Ciccarello (Brush), Dinda (Garfield Hts.) and Bathurst (Euclid) at this district.  It’s a crowded field.

Weaver and Fields are just about at the top of my list.  Weaver was a state qualifier last year and went 1-2.  This year he beat Fields in overtime to win the SWOCA and was 2nd at the CIT--losing to Earley 16-1 (hard to figure).  He is tough, experienced, and should be toward the top of the awards stand.  Fields was a state junior high champ last year.  As mentioned he was 2nd at the SWOCA and has been a dominant dual meet force.  He and state qualifier Touris both certified at this class so the battle for state honors for them begins in the wrestling room. No one else here should challenge the top two. 

I don’t see much at Darby.  Radsky has been the most successful in the local area but was 6th at the Top Gun.  Millar, Bivenour, or Hinkle might also have legitimate qualification aspirations here.  One possibility is that Segovia, a Division III transfer, might be here, and if so, he would definitely be an important component of the overall results--possibly winning it.

112 #

Projected Champion:  shawn harris (st. edward)

Top Contenders

	2
	Hardy (Solon)
	15
	Touris (Lakota West)

	3
	Barnard (Geneva)
	16
	Schilling (Mentor)

	4
	Adams (Harrison)
	17
	Arnold (Garfield Hts.)

	5
	Dunlap (Riverside)
	18
	Hahn (Darby)

	6
	Shaft (Strongville)
	19
	Peskar (Maple Hts.)

	7
	Graszl (Mansfield Madison)
	20
	Hirth (Elder)

	8
	Ali (Westlake)
	21
	Myers (Butler)

	9
	Gobin (Moeller)
	22
	Cline (Lake)

	10
	Wolf (Northmont)
	23
	Zamaria (Brecksville)

	11
	Lybarger (Mt. Vernon)
	24
	Flores (Perrysburg)

	12
	Rooney  (Massillon Perry)
	25
	Sasfy (Westerville South)

	13
	Palivoda (Marysville)
	26
	Dukes (Princeton)

	14
	Catalona (Mayfield)
	27
	Byers (Holland Springfield)


Harris and Nemec made up a fabulous one-two freshman punch for St. Edward last year with both reaching the state finals, and Harris taking the title.  He really progressed the second half of the year, and many feel that he’ll have a relatively easy time of it at 112# this year.  I’m not so sure.  Granted that every returning 112# state qualifier from last year has moved to a higher weight class and Harris defeated all the 103’s last year sure makes it look like it might be kind of easy.  However, there remain some solid obstacles to a second title, (see the 112# Division II essay), and I keep thinking, maybe, Harris is still not quite 100% physically. He doesn’t seem to have quite the quickness or the explosiveness I seem to remember.  Still, there are far more reasons to choose him than to look for an upset.

It’s never easy to follow a legend, but Greg Urbas has managed that gargantuan task.  Wrestlers like Harris make St. Ed’s a prohibitive favorite to win their 21st state title – and their 10th for Coach Urbas.  That would tie him with the legendary Mike Milkovich and put him just one behind the founder of this dynasty, Howard Ferguson.  It certainly gives lie to Leo Durocher's famous line “that nice guys finish last.”  It also bestows credit on the St. Ed’s assistant coaches like John Heffernan, Jeff Leonard, Dave Holian and a host of others.  

Harris was 4th at the Ironman, but won at Medina beating Dunlap 4-2 in the final.  He looked a little sharper at the Ohio Duals majoring Rooney and handling Gobin with little trouble.  He should dominate the Mentor District.  Ali won three district bouts at this weight class last year and lost three times to Brown--Jordan twice and Ruben once. He is probably second best--though it is difficult to tell given Westlake’s schedule. State alternate Graszl is also back and he was a district semi-finalist last year, but Harris beat him in 88 seconds.  Schilling is “on the bubble” again this year.  In 2004 he got pinned in the first round of districts won three consolation bouts, and then lost his go-to-state bout with Rini, 15-4.  However, when Rini could not wrestle at Columbus Schilling stepped in and placed 5th.  It was the second consecutive year that a Mentor 103-pounder had finished 5th, gotten a huge break and placed.  This year he has struggled at 112# and his qualification is again in doubt.  Catalona, Peskar, Arnold, and are all possibilities as are four closely bunched wrestlers from the Toledo area--Byers, Carmona (Waite), Briceno (Anthony Wayne) and Jones (Start).

There are five exceptionally good candidates at the Perry District.  I’ve rated all of them within the top twelve places, but only four will qualify.  Hardy, a second-stringer, was plugged in at 103” when Ricky Floyd couldn’t wrestle and ended up 3rd at Columbus (not bad depth).  A tremendous rider he controls the bout on the mat and wins a lot of relatively low-scoring bouts.  Harris did beat him in the state semi-finals on his feet.  Hardy was 2nd at Solon and won the Midwest Classic and WRC.  Only a sophomore, like Harris, he is tough to beat.  Barnard was a district finalist last year and won two state bouts.  I don’t have him losing this year.  He tried to make 103#, but has now certified at 112#.  Dunlap was, as mentioned, 2nd at Medina and has won two other tourneys.  The unseeded Shaft roared to the Brecksville title, beating Catalona, Llanas, and Boing in the process while Rooney has moved over to Massillon Perry.  His only loss at 112# was to Harris.  Zamaria, Cline and Valore (Twinsburg) are slightly behind this quintet, but their chances for advancement don’t look good.

I think the Darby District is much weaker.  State qualifiers Palivoda and Lybarger head that group, but they are likely to struggle against the top Northern boys.  With state qualifier Curtin apparently not wrestling there is not a lot of depth here.  The district may well get stronger depending on what teams come over from the Southwest District.

At Fairfield there is much more talent.  State qualifier Adams went 1-2 at Columbus and should do better this year.  He won the SWOCA with relative ease.  Wolf was a district champ and then had a tough state tourney losing twice opening night.  He has bounced back with a series of good performances this year and has placement potential.  The freshman Gobin is good and while state qualifier Hirth has struggled (5th at the CIT and SWOCA) he should bounce back in February.  Touris and Dukes are also possibilities with Calabro (Springboro) or Nguyen (Mason) a long shot.  Watch for the freshman Vaughn (Fairfield) who may be a year away.

119 #

Projected Champion:  dan mitcheff (ELYRIA)

Top Contenders

	2
	Hartley (Massillon Perry)
	15
	Hulce (Marysville)

	3
	Floyd (Solon)
	16
	Hotopp (Harrison)

	4
	Sulzer (St. Edward)
	17
	Curitore (Hudson)

	5
	Fetchko (North Royalton)
	18
	Dennis (Holland Springfield)

	6
	Kaake (LaSalle)
	19
	Filicky (Massillon Jackson)

	7
	Ko. Pierson (Lakota East)
	20
	Woo (Westerville South)

	8
	T. Rodriguez (Perrysburg)
	21
	Hansen (Pickerington Central)

	9
	Davis (Mt. Vernon)
	22
	Chizmar (Boardman)

	10
	Cramer (Centerville)
	23
	Highbaugh (Maple Hts.)

	11
	Chappell (Davidson)
	24
	Reese (Amelia)

	12
	Mercado (Lorain Southview)
	25
	Roesser (Sidney)

	13
	Mikicic (Darby)
	26
	Smotherman (Bowling Green)

	14
	Steele (Hamilton)
	
	


This should be one of the most entertaining weight classes at the entire state meet replete with tremendous action and eagerly anticipated match-ups.  The way I see it is in the form of triads.  At the top are an absolutely formidable threesome of Mitcheff, Floyd, and Hartley.  Just a shade behind this group is another trio consisting of Sulzer, Fetchko, and Kaake.  However there are others at each district (particularly Darby) that cannot be overlooked.

My choice is the outstanding senior Dan Mitcheff from Elyria.  A state qualifier as both a freshman and a sophomore he was injured most of last year and defaulted out of the district.  This year he’s back and healthy.  He crushed the field at Avon Lake and was the Outstanding Wrestler at Brecksville pulverizing a star-studded field.  He was 3rd at the Ironman after being beaten early by state champion Kriwinsky and then winning six tough consolation bouts.  He will have to be at his absolute best to win at this tough weight class.

Also in that top group is super-quick Ricky Floyd who was at 103# last year.  After a great start he did not compete after January, but, interestingly, his back-up Hardy, finished 3rd in the state.  This year he, too, has been brilliant winning at Solon and the Midwest Classic. However, he did stumble at the Powerade suffering his first loss.

The third member is Hartley who missed the early part of the year with an injury.  He has been 4th and 3rd the last two years losing both times to Palmer.  He is just now rounding into shape after being tech falled by (who else) Palmer at Medina.  He could easily win this weight class.

Another wrestler we haven’t seen much of is Sulzer who has had injury problems, too.  Last year he qualified at this weight class, but went 1-2 at Columbus.  Not as flashy as my top trio he is a strong defensive wrestler who knows how to win the close ones.  He has prime upset potential.   Fetchko, 4th last year at 103#, has also missed time, but he is a proven quantity who I thought looked far more aggressive than last year.  Kaake, another state qualifier at this weight, battled two-time state runner-up Andrew Perez in the first round losing a 16-12 struggle.  He won at the SWOCA and is the best in the Southwest.  

Obviously, Mitcheff and Sulzer should be finalists at Mentor since they exit the same sectional and thus will be apart in the bracket.  Also leaving that the same sectional is the rapidly improving Mercado who was 2nd at Waite and Southview and who has good state chances.  Rodriquez is the best out of the Toledo area with Dennis and Smotherman also viable contenders.  My guess is that all four qualifiers have placement possibilities in Columbus.

The Perry District has three of my top six in Hartley, Floyd, and Fetchko.  That would appear to leave just one spot open but I’m having problems coming up with names to fill it.  I’ve listed some possibilities in the lower portion of the ranking table, but you might anticipate an unfamiliar name showing up on Saturday night.

Kaake was only one of my top six coming out of Fairfield, but I’m now pretty sure that Kody Pierson belongs there, too.  He won at Medina and has been impressive all year.  It would not be a surprise to see him edge out some of those ranked ahead of him.  State qualifier Steele and state alternate Cramer (if he is not at Darby) are a respectful step behind this top duo with another three or four boys a further step back.

It is again a tightly bunched group at Darby.  State qualifiers Davis and Mikicic are there, but Chappell and Hucle seem about as strong.  I noted, for example, that Hucle placed at Brecksville while Mikicic did not at a much weaker weight class at Medina.  My view is that there are six to eight 119’s in Columbus who do not vary widely in ability.  The qualifiers will be the ones who get good pairings, have a hot weekend, and who get a lucky break or two.  It’ll be a group, however, who’ll have to be at the top of their game to survive the following weekend.

125 #

Projected Champion:  lance palmer (st. edward)

Top Contenders

	2
	DePoy (Greenville)
	15
	Elliott (Mayfield)

	3
	Johnson (Massillon Jackson)
	16
	Hollandsworth (Hamilton)

	4
	Vaccari (Davidson)
	17
	R. Roth (Toledo CC)

	5
	Ciccarello (Brush)
	18
	Kneeland (Gahanna Lincoln)

	6
	Ke. Pierson (Lakota East)
	19
	Wade (Berea)

	7
	Newbanks (Moeller)
	20
	Curley (Lakewood)

	8
	Hopkins (Marysville)
	21
	McNutt (Grove City)

	9
	Clark (Solon)
	22
	Smith (Lake)

	10
	Bryson (Wadsworth)
	23
	Weidenthal (Fitch)

	11
	Carpenter (Rogers)
	24
	Edwards (Mansfield Madison)

	12
	Dong (Westerville North)
	25
	Leslie (Wayne)

	13
	Mihelich (Brunswick)
	26
	Vandromme (Holland Springfield)

	14
	Tebbe (Troy)
	27
	Deinlein (Oak Hills)


As I mentioned last year this is a weight class that has been dominated by the Northeast District.  The last six champions have come from schools in that district and nine of the past 10 share that geographical distinction.  At the same time a St. Edward wrestler has placed every year since the millennium change (the past five years) while crowning three champions in Mark Jayne, Ryan Lange, and Albert Madsen.  All of these streaks are likely to continue now that Lance Palmer has opted for this weight class.  Only a junior and already a two-time champ he is--in a word--awesome.  Last year he had three falls in winning at 112# including one in both the semis and finals.  This year he has won convincingly over every opponent with titles at the Ironman and Medina.  There is really no one here who should unduly trouble him setting him up for a run at four titles in 2006.

The Mentor District is not overly strong.  Palmer, of course, towers over the field, but I’m not seeing many potential placers here.  One exception is the junior, Jordan Ciccarello who won one bout at Columbus last year.  He went 2-2 at the Ironman losing to two-time champ Doggett by one point in the second round.  Since then he won handily at Kenston.  Incidentally his father Mark was the winner in the greatest high school bout I have ever witnessed.  Because of atrocious bracketing luck Mark wrestled defending state champion John Grasinger in the second round of the state tournament.  Widely considered the two best and most aggressive wrestlers in an excellent weight class, an exciting bout was anticipated.  We had no idea. The first six minutes was non-stop whirlwind action ending in a frantic flurry that left the score tied at 6-6.  That necessitated three one-minute periods (a mini-match) where, unbelievably, the action escalated in speed and fury with Grasinger taking an early lead.  Then with 30 seconds left in the third overtime period Mark got another takedown to tie the score at 7-7 (in just the overtime).  Without thought and with high drama he let the state champion go and then took him down again in the last few seconds to win 6-6, 9-8.  Ciccarello then won two more bouts to finish 1st with Grasinger earning 3rd place.  By the way I invite readers to e-mail me their favorite bout and I’ll tally the scores for next year.  Meanwhile, back at the Mentor District, I’m looking for Carpenter and Roth to capture the last two state berths, but with folks like Elliott, Curley, and Edwards having every intention of stopping them.

DePoy will be at Darby and, if bracketed away from Palmer, has a solid chance of being a finalist.  A state semi-finalist last year he ended up 4th behind Smith, Perez, and Hunt.  He has been a big-time winner in the southwest losing only a careless bout to Division III Pike at the GMVWA.  Assuming, he retains focus he should win at Darby, but it won’t be easy.  I was impressed with Vaccari at Brecksville and he can score in rapid fashion.  State qualifier Hopkins was 6th at Brecksville (in a tough weight class), but DePoy did handle him 5-1 last year. After this trio there are a number of solid wrestlers with qualification ability.  This is probably the best district at this weight class.

Johnson is a smart, talented wrestler who just hasn’t won as consistently as I would have thought.  Still, he was a state quarter-finalist last year finishing 5th--and that’s not bad.  He was 3rd at Brecksville--losing to Koballa--and should win this district.  State qualifier Bryson and Clark are back but have had somewhat slow starts.  Bryson’s problem may be the constant weight shuffling in the middle of the Wadsworth line-up that has now been settled.  Clark, on the other hand, has had serious medical issues that have left him at less than 100%.  Assuming both boys get on track there will be a fierce battle for the last spot featuring those rated along with Cantera (Glen Oak), the freshman Mencini (Twinsburg) and Austin (Strongsville).

Pierson and Newbank would seem to be the best of what appears to be a rather shallow district at Fairfield.  With DePoy, apparently, headed to Darby only these two would appear to have placement chances.  Both are former state qualifiers.  Pierson’s big win was at the SWOCA where he defeated a field that had three other state qualifiers.  Newbanks triumphed at the CIT, but was 4th at the SWOCA.  After that, it’s pretty much potluck with Tebbe and Hollandsworth the two most likely possibilities.

130 #

Projected Champion:  matt lerer (mayfield)

Top Contenders

	2
	Mizer (Massillon Perry)
	15
	Holland (Perrysburg)

	3
	Flake (Lakota West)
	16
	Mazur (Coffman)

	4
	Lindsey (Moeller)
	17
	Spicel (Brunswick)

	5
	Felton (Elyria)
	18
	Reddinger (Lorain Southview)

	6
	Treneff (Gahanna Lincoln)
	19
	Miller (Grove City)

	7
	Young (St. Edward)
	20
	Gray (Celina)

	8
	Guy (Miamisburg)
	21
	Campbell (Midpark)

	9
	Reams (Toledo Central Catholic)
	22
	Campbell (Harrison)

	10
	Green (Boardman)
	23
	Meyers (Oak Hills)

	11
	Turner (Scioto)
	24
	Godsey (Butler)

	12
	Haas (Massillon Jackson)
	25
	Spirk (Northmont)

	13
	Porter (Glen Este)
	26
	Cronin (Mt. Vernon)

	14
	Kline (Westerville North)
	   
	


For the second successive year this is probably the weakest weight class in Division I.  Last year, having no idea who to select, I was the recipient of some excellent advice that pointed out a superior performer just beginning to emerge from obscurity.  I need that same kind of advice this year because like Mother Hubbard, the cupboard is bare.  While I ponder let’s take a quick look at district performance the last two years.

2003-2004 DISTRICT ANALYSIS

                                                    Winning Percentage


2004
2003


Championship
No. of
No. of
No. of
Championship


Bracket*
Champs
Finalists
Placers
Bracket

	Firestone II
	61.1%
	6
	12
	29
	48.0%

	Perrysburg I
   (Mentor)
	60.8%
	7
	14
	21
	55.9%

	Mass. Perry I
	58.1%
	6
	10
	27
	52.4%

	Mentor III
	54.0%
	5
	11
	21
	68.4%

	Owens III
	52.0%
	4
	6
	23
	34.1%

	Galion II
	48.5%
	2
	5
	17
	58.5%

	Coshocton III
   (Watkins)
	47.9%
	4
	8
	20
	56.1%

	Xenia III
	46.1%
	1
	3
	14
	32.1%

	Goshen II
	45.7%
	5
	7
	20
	44.2%

	Watkins II
   (Coshocton)
	42.7%
	1
	4
	18
	47.5%

	Darby I
	41.1%
	0
	2
	17
	42.7%

	Fairfield I
	37.5%
	1
	2
	13
	47.9%


*Does not include bouts that matched wrestlers from the same district

Clearly, the switch of the Plymouth Sectional back to the Owens District was a major positive, it evened out the winning percentage between Mentor (Division III) and Owens (Division III) and made for a much fairer allocation of state berths.  It was also a big year for the North where 13 of the 14 state champs came from either Perrysburg or Massillon Perry.  Much more detailed analysis flows from information such as this, but I leave it up to the interested and dedicated reader to pursue that kind of analysis.

Meanwhile, back at 130# the principal reason for few well-credentialed wrestlers at the weight class is that 13 seniors were in the state bracket at 125# last year.  The natural flow is up one (or two) weight classes, but this year there is not much to flow upward.  My choice is a wrestler who has moved up two weight classes and does have a solid resume.   Matt Lerer was 3rd two years ago at 103# and then 6th last year at the brutally tough 119# class.  This year he has not only changed weight classes, but schools as well, and there has been a period of adjustment.  He was 3rd at the Ironman (but one of the walking wounded at the end) and 5th at Brecksville in what will not be remembered as one of his best tournaments.  Still, he has a track record of coming on very strong at year’s end and I am anticipating exactly that this year.

If there is one constant theme at this weight class it is inconsistency.  Virtually every top-rated wrestler has had some great weeks and some he’d rather forget.  At Fairfield, state qualifier Flake is an excellent example.  He won the tough SWOCA tournament over Lindsey, but then at Brecksville lost to Haas and Shroyer and failed to place.  He bounced back to win decisively at Mason where he majored Mazur.  He should get a high place.  Lindsey, a state qualifier in Division III last year, was 2nd at the SWOCA and won easily at the CIT.  He has wrestled a much tougher schedule this year and will be ready for Columbus.   After this duo the rest of the Southwest District is pretty much chaotic.  I like the sophomore Guy and I think he’ll be able to score some at the state level.  I’ve ranked a number of Southwest boys some of whom will undoubtedly win up at Darby.  Two others to watch might be Dilworth (Tecumseh) and Bedinger (Trotwood Madison).  I’m confused about state placer Ken Touris (Lakota West) who wrestled, in part, at 125#, but certified at 130#.  He’ll have to oust either Flake or Bradberry to compete.

Lerer faces strong competition at Mentor.  Felton has had great weeks (2nd at Avon Lake) and some not-so-great- ones (7th at Brecksville).  He can be very good.   Reams looks to be the best in the Toledo area and was 3rd at the CIT.  He struggled, however, at last year’s district meet.  The sophomore Young has started to put it together.  He took the title at Medina, but then was pinned by Felton in the dual meet.  He is on the edge of being very good.  Gray, another sophomore, is strong while Reddinger bounced back from a slow start by defeating Lopez (Waite) to win at Waite.  This might be the best district.

Mizer is another wrestler with some up-and-down results.  He went 1-2 at the Ironman losing to Lerer and Friery, but was a solid 3rd at Medina.  At the Ohio Duals he beat Flake and Bryson before losing an 18-10 decision to Palmer, who was up a weight class.  When he is hot he can beat anyone here.  Green, 2nd at the Top Gun, is not well recognized in most of the state, but he can be very tough.  The freshman Spicel, a state junior high finalist, has had a great season and has an excellent chance of making the state.  Haas is a total mystery.  At Brecksville he beat Flake and Lerer back-to-back and battled Scaletta in a 6-3 loss.  He has also had some unexpected losses and failed to place at the Top Gun.

As seems often the case, the Darby District is loaded with wrestlers who seem about equivalent.  It’s parity that’s run amok.  I’ve seen the same pattern with Treneff as with many of the others--some great results and then a 5th at Marion Harding.  State qualifier Turner returns at this class followed by a squadron of other possibilities.  Miller is one to watch.  He has had a pedestrian year except at Brecksville where he finished a very strong 3rd.  

135 #

Projected Champion: sean nemec (St. edward)

Top Contenders

	2
	Bodnar (Fitch)
	15
	Sargent (Eastlake North)

	3
	Billet (Coffman)
	16
	Conley (Glen Este)

	4
	Dowell (Pickerington Central)
	17
	Dima (Anderson)

	5
	Oberdove (North Royalton)
	18
	D. Castillo (Perrysburg)

	6
	Foore (Wadsworth)
	19
	Allesandro (Glen Oak)

	7
	Ruff (Beavercreek)
	20
	Carmack (Miamisburg)

	8
	Bradberry (Lakota West)
	21
	Harrison (Wooster)

	9
	Dickey (Green)
	22
	Tentler (Massillon Jackson)

	10
	Ward (Marion Franklin)
	23
	Moore (Upper Arlington)

	11
	Salem (Westlake)
	24
	Edgell (Toledo St. Francis)

	12
	Deliberato (Brush)
	25
	DiYanni (Reynoldsburg)

	13
	A. Castillo (Waite)
	26
	Tawney (Sycamore)

	14
	Carraher (St. Xavier)
	
	


If I had picked the best freshman at the end of last February Sean Nemec would have been my choice.  A state junior high champ his high school learning curve was virtually a vertical line as he improved so rapidly.  At Perrysburg he had two falls and two majors in easing to the district title at 130#.  Then at Columbus he cruised to the finals (including a 17-1 win in the semis) to face Mathews, who he had pinned the previous week--and there he stubbed his toe.  He attacked straight on the entire bout, seemed to get a little panicky when he lost the first takedown and ended up a 3-2 loser to the senior Bryan Mathews.  It was the fewest points he scored all year.  He has spent much of this year at 140#--finishing 2nd at the Ironman and winning at Medina and the Beast.  Unlike last year when he was something of a darkhorse candidate he’ll be the clear favorite this time, and that means there’ll be a target on his back every step of the way.

He’ll face tough competition from every district, but Massillon Perry will likely have the most firepower.  Bodnar, now a junior went 2-2 at Columbus last year.  He lost an overtime battle to eventual champ Mathews in the first round, had two exciting wins, then lost to state placer Spencer.  He was 2nd at both Brecksville and the Top Gun and the scary thing is that he’s just rounding into shape.  Oberdove was 2nd at Medina (to Billet) and won at Perrysburg, while Foore has been solid all year.  He won at North Canton (over Dickey) and Wadsworth and was perfect at the Ohio Duals.  Dickey, a state alternate last year, lost a one-point (2-1) bout in the district semi-finals last year and by the same score to Foore this year.  That’s four solid contenders, but if the pairings turn bad state qualifier Harrison, Allesandro, and Tentler are all very good.  It should be a real battle at this district, watch out for the freshman Saraniti (Stow).

Nemec will face a crowded field at Mentor.  Salem was a district runner-up at this weight class last year, but lost a 23-12 point-fest to Davis in the first round at States and ended up going 1-2.  This year he has been perfect and will be a factor at both the district and state level.  The Toledo contingent will be strong.  I’m continually confusing the Castillo competitors--but they are both good.  Angelo, a junior at Waite, won two district bouts last year and lost narrowly to Salem 7-5.  He has come down from 140# and was most recently 3rd at Waite--losing to Deliberato in overtime.  Dan, a senior, also lost to Salem, 8-5, at the district level and is now ranked first at this weight class in the Northwest District.  He was 3rd at the Midwest Classic.  I also like Edgell and Fowler (Northview) from that area and they will all be possible qualifiers.  There is good depth here. Two Southwest Conference stalwarts are Noll (North Olmsted) who won two district bouts last year, and Brunner (Avon Lake) who has been a consistent place winner this year.

There are three very strong contenders at Darby and I’m still not sure how to rank them.  Billet lost an 11-9 overtime bout in his go-to-state match last year, but has returned with a vengeance.  He beat a good field at Medina and was 2nd at 140# at Coffman, early in the year, losing to Angelo Castillo in overtime.  He most recently beat Bradberry to win at Mason.  State qualifier Dowell has had a bit of a slow start, but Pickerington wrestlers have a history of performing well at tourney time. Nemec only beat him by 5-2 last year. He was not particularly sharp at Medina, but still won four bouts--both of his losses to the freshmen Tank.  State qualifier Ward does not wrestle as difficult as schedule as others but he has undeniable talent.  An explosive wrestler he must be handled with care.  The fourth state berth is wide open.

Three state qualifiers head a strong group at Fairfield--though it’s likely some may end up assigned to Darby.  Ruff went 0-2 at Columbus including a memorable 19-15 struggle with Straughn and a 9-8 loss to Touris.  He missed the early part of the year, but went undefeated at the Ohio Duals including a win over Bradberry.  He’ll be aggressive.  Bradberry, a junior transfer from Fairfield, won the SWOCA and was 4th at Brecksville and 2nd at Mason.   Dowell beat him by seven last year, but I’m guessing that gap may be nearly erased this year.  Carraher up three weight classes was 6th at Brecksville after being a semi-finalist but ran into a buzzsaw (McLemore) and struggled the last day.  He was 2nd at the SWOCA and should qualify.   Conley and Dima are both good with consistent placement results.  They have to prove, however, that they can beat the really good boys. Carmack and Tawney (who won at Sycamore) are longshots here.  

140 #

Projected Champion:  josh horne (Pickerington central)

Top Contenders

	2
	Davis (Davidson)
	15
	Harris (Greenville)

	3
	Crenshaw (Sycamore)
	16
	Gasser (Wadsworth)

	4
	Straughn (Massillon Perry)
	17
	Janik/Bertin St. Edward

	5
	Haxton (Strongsville)
	18
	Bohl (Lakota West)

	6
	Pycraft (Elyria)
	19
	Hilton (Moelller)

	7
	Jiannetti (Mayfield)
	20
	Dettwiller (Springboro)

	8
	Stevenson (Reynoldsburg)
	21
	Oelbracht (Madison)

	9
	Bork (Toledo Central Catholic)
	22
	Geist (Beavercreek)

	10
	Beech (Mentor)
	23
	Spagnola (Olmsted Falls)

	11
	Donadee (Fitch)
	24
	Zayed (Westlake)

	12
	Shackle (Massillon Jackson)
	25
	Bivenour (Olentangy)

	13
	T. Castillo (Perrysburg)
	26
	Braun (Colerain)

	14
	Mizener (Mason)
	27
	Abruzzi (Glen Oak

	
	
	28
	Gariety (Centerville)


Even with Nemec now at 135# this is a strong and diverse field headed by at least three possible champs.  My choice, and to some extent it’s a sentimental one, is Josh Horne.  We’ve had “feel good” type stories out of Columbus now for three years.  It started with T. J. Enright who everyone knew had paid his dues, but had never won a state title.  I was pleased when he won.  On the other hand Tommy Cunningham fit that same template, but it was not to be last year as he lost early and finished 3rd.  Still no one has had quite the track record of Josh Horne.  He has been 2nd in the state four consecutive years--at 108# to Schlatter in the junior high states and then to Luce and Johnstone twice at Columbus.  No high school wrestler has ever been a four-time runner-up and I hope it never happens.  Horne is no lock here--is not even the favorite in many people’s eyes.  He was injured at Medina after winning the Midwest Classic, and has still not reached peak form.  It’s a tough weight cut and Davis and Crenshaw are very, very good, but I like Horne to relax a bit and win it all this time.

Mikey Davis is very good.  Horne beat him 6-5 in last year’s district semi-final and Davis ended 3rd there and then 3rd again at States.  His only loss was 4-1 to two time state champion Johnstone.  This year he is undefeated and rated ahead of Horne in Columbus.  However, he is not unbeatable. The freshman Wilson gave him a terrific battle at Brecksville losing a semi-final thriller, 9-7, and Kriebel finished strong losing 6-5 in the final round.  Both boys exit Darby so they should be apart in the state bracket.

The one who draws away from Crenshaw will have an advantage--and you double your odds of that by winning the district.  Crenshaw has been exceptional this year and may be well be the best of the top trio.  He was 4th last year at 140# losing a 9-7 semi-final to Ciracky.  This year no one has been close as he has crushed every foe.  However, his is the weakest district and he has not yet ventured out of it.  He wouldn’t, shall we say, be getting strength of schedule points if he were in the BCS.  Fortunately, it will be determined on the mat here.

As I said, Crenshaw has the easiest district.  Mizener, Bohl, Hilton and Dettwiller are all possible qualifiers, but they are a giant step behind Crenshaw, and may not match up well with the best from other districts.  I’ve also rated Geist, Gariety, and Braun, but after Crenshaw, this is pretty much a wide-open competition.

Unbelievably, Horne and Davis are not the only two state placers at Darby.  Stevenson, 5th last year at 135#, also returns.  Last year his first three district wins were by a combined 44-7 margin before dropping a 7-4 bout to Horne in the final.  He, like the other two, also lost to Johnstone at States and ended with a 4-2 record.  He, apparently, is still in the process of recovering from a badly broken ankle--a process that may not be totally complete by the end of February.   Still, he managed a 6th at Brecksville and a title at Waite, and could still be a significant factor come tourney time.  Harris and, maybe, Bivenour are next best with much to still be decided at that district level.

The two northern districts look to be on the periphery when it comes to the top steps on the podium, but there are likely to be plenty of possible placers from these two sites.  I think Mentor is probably the stronger of the two.  The quartet of Pycraft, state qualifier Jiannetti, state qualifier Bork, and Beech is solid.  Pycraft won at Avon Lake and was 3rd at Brecksville losing by a point to Kriebel.  This should be his breakout year.  Jiannetti is down a weight class and he has a tough, grind it out style.   Last year he lost in the first round of districts but then ground out four tough consolation wins (by a total of five points) to qualify.  He was 3rd at Brecksville (at 145#) and also won the WRC.  State qualifier Bork is just down from 145#, but struggled a bit at the CIT.  Still, I think he’ll return to Columbus though it could also be at 145#.  Beech is steady and consistent with (yet another) Castillo and Janik (or Bertin).  Also in the hunt are Zayed, and, maybe, Visocky (Brush).

The one wrestler with solid upset possibilities against “The Big Three” is Straughn.  This kid is really good, and working out with Schlatter probably isn’t hurting him any.  Last year, as a freshman, he was the district champ at 130# and then finished 4th at Columbus--losing a first round bout 15-12 and then winning four consolation bouts--19-15, 2:38, 15-6, and 15-5.  I love wrestlers who want to score points.  This year he was 3rd at Medina--losing for the second time this year to Nemec--and undefeated at the Ohio Duals where he beat three good opponents by a combined 55-20 score.  He cannot be overlooked.  Haxton was 2nd at Brecksville and should be particularly fierce at this weight class.  Gasser, at 103# last year and a state placer, will move up six weight classes with uncertain results.  Shackle, also best remembered as a 103-pounder several years ago, has resurfaced at this weight class and placed at Brecksville at 145#.  Donadee is also tough with Spagnola, Oelbracht, and Abruzzi as other possible qualifiers.  

145#

Projected Champion:  dustin schlatter (massillon perry)

Top Contenders

	2
	Gaier (Moeller)
	15
	Barga (Westland)

	3
	Gigliotti (Fitch)
	16
	Campbell (Solon)

	4
	Whitely (Elyria)
	17
	Andrews (Marysville)

	5
	Weisenstein (Ashland)
	18
	Ferguson (Milford)

	6
	Becka (North Royalton)
	19
	Adams (Maumee)

	7
	McLaughlin (St. Edward)
	20
	Hill (Grove City)

	8
	Crone (Lakota East)
	21
	Flanigan (LaSalle)

	9
	Nickolai (Piqua)
	22
	Deak (Madison)

	10
	Gray (Celina)
	23
	Helminger (Olentangy)

	11
	Sheets (Hayes)
	24
	Sizemore (Wayne)

	12
	Rager (Wadsworth)
	25
	Mickley (Davidson)

	13
	Switzer (Anthony Wayne)
	26
	Sims (Shaker Hts)

	14
	Soukup (Hudson)
	27
	Dies (Firestone)


During the sack of Rome in 1527--when civilians in great numbers were being murdered and buildings looted and burned--the great Italian painter Parmigianino failed to notice the turmoil all about him.  A man preoccupied with his work he was unaware of the disaster until German mercenaries, with swords drawn were already in his house.  Finding him painting they were then so stunned by his genius that instead of pillaging and murdering they sat down and asked him to render them on paper. Even the lowliest of troops instantly recognized his genius.

So it is with Dustin Schlatter.  Anyone who sees him wrestle, but one time can instantly recognize he is someone special.  He will become our 14th four-time champion and permanently engrave his name on the list of all-time greats.  He has excelled at every level in wrestling and I have never seen a high school wrestler better at flowing from move to move.  No three-time champion has ever failed to win in his senior year and Schlatter will most certainly extend that trend.  His ability to instantly discern an opponent’s weakness and turn it into points is unparalleled and will serve him well in his college years at Minnesota.

Much has been written and discussed about the outcome of Schlatter’s bout with Brent Metcalfe. Both boys are absolutely marvelous with tremendous futures ahead of them.  It was my good fortune to watch the bout from the press balcony looking slightly down and across to the center mat.  Tied at three at the end of the third period Schlatter was working toward his second takedown (he had the only one to this point) as the clock ticked down the last few seconds.  Strictly by chance I was perfectly aligned to see both the referee and the clock.  As the official began to move his hand upward to signify control and two points there was still time on the clock.  There is no doubt in my mind that the takedown was good and, I believe, that the referee also thought so.  However, the mat judge, who seemed well positioned, appeared unsure and the timekeeper was consulted.  An experienced man he nonetheless was a victim of the reaction time it takes the referee to recognize control and signal it and then his reaction time to see that signal and check the clock.  With the takedown waved off Metcalfe eventually prevailed by riding out Schlatter in the 30-second tiebreaker.  Credit Metcalfe with a brilliant game plan that featured “in your face” pressure that seemed to disconcert the normally unflappable Schlatter.  Also note the strength and athletic ability that Metcalfe demonstrated throughout the match in avoiding a second takedown (especially countering that wicked duck under) and in keeping Schlatter off balance with his own attacks.  I hope that we will see a rematch at the National High School Tournament.

We’ll not talk about Schlatter any more except to say that he will win the Perry District.  Gigliotti, an out-of-state move-in, has been exceptional at Fitch.  He was 2nd at Brecksville at 152#, and then won the Top Gun at this weight class.  Becka and Rager have both had some highs and lows this year.   I like what I saw of Becka at last year’s district and this year he was 2nd at Hudson.  The other solid possibility here might be a healthy Campbell.  Dies and Sims must battle the odds here along with Wagner (Marietta) and Dellapina (Hoover).

There is good talent at Mentor.  Whitely can be very good.  He was 6th at the Ironman and 3rd at Avon Lake.  He pinned McLaughlin in the dual and will be a big 145-pounder.  State qualifier Weisenstein is also back along with McLaughlin who I thought might go at 140# when Nemec dropped.  Gray, from a distant part of the state, might be better than any of them but I just don’t have the comparables to tell.

Gaier, Crone, and Nickolai are a solid trio at Fairfield who have traded wins with one another.  Gaier, the CIT champ, is still only a sophomore and has the most upside.  A state qualifier last year he beat Kallai in the first round and lost a close quarterfinal bout to the eventual state runner-up.  Crone beat Gaier at the SWOCA and is a tough, hard-nosed competitor.  Nickolai, who may end at Darby, should qualify at either location.  He was a solid third at, perhaps, the toughest weight class at the GMVWA - - losing only to the Florida state champion.

The Darby District, barring a huge infusion of talent from the southwest, is probably not going to be a huge factor in the eventual resolution of this weight class.  Most of the top boys have yet to establish a statewide reputation to date.

152 #

Projected Champion:  travis popham (mt. vernon)

Top Contenders

	2
	Ciracky (Westerville South)
	15
	Savona (Toledo St. John)

	3
	Jonhenry (Berea)
	16
	Fisher (Twinsburg)

	4
	Kallai (Wadsworth)
	17
	Joles (Riverside)

	5
	Tomasone (St. Edward)
	18
	Myers (Butler)

	6
	Milavec (Elyria)
	19
	Melin (Pickerington North)

	7
	Jones (Central Crossing)
	20
	Dozanti (Hudson)

	8
	Boerger (St. Xavier)
	21
	Kassil (Westlake)

	9
	Mahon (Moeller)
	22
	Wittman (Coffman)

	10
	Purnell (Springfield North)
	23
	Daniels (Rogers)

	11
	Dowdy (Princeton)
	24
	Shalash (Reynoldsburg)

	12
	Franklin (New Philadelphia)
	25
	Fry (Fairborn)

	13
	Mauro (Centerville)
	26
	Nelson (Massillon Perry)

	14
	Grandominico (Olentangy)
	
	


During the first six weeks of wrestling season I not only spend an enormous amount of time in the data collection process, but I analyze and review boatloads of data.  Then, like I do when golfing, I try to visualize the outcome.  It doesn’t seem to work too often in golf (though Laren Wikel might disagree), but often in this state I begin to see a clear picture of what the final bracket sheet might look like.  Strangely, while it seemed to work so well at 145# I’m not getting any clarity at this weight class.

The complicating issue is Travis Popham.  He looked exceptional at Brecksville winning easily, but at 160#.  The week before he had been 2nd at the SWOCA wrestling at 152#.  My view is that if he can wrestle with the same efficiency he showed at 160# at this weight class he should win.  At the time I asked him what direction he would take and he indicated laughingly that it would be the opposite of whatever I wrote.  Well, he did certify at 152# so that is where I will rank him.  Should he compete at 160# then Ciracky would be a close call over Jonhenry, Kallai, and Tomasone.

Popham, still only a junior, is a two-time state qualifier who battled injuries during the middle of last year.  Still he qualified second out of Darby and went 2-2 including a 16-13 quarterfinal loss to Monk.  Ciracky will exit the same district and is undefeated this year.  He was state runner-up at 140# last year to Schlatter after beating Kallai, Gaier, and Crenshaw.  He, too, is a junior and finished last year 42-2.  

These two lead the way at a very tough Darby District.  If no one of note comes from the southwest this would still be a most difficult location.  Jones went 1-2 at the district level and this will be his last chance for state qualification and placement.  He has undeniable talent, but has, in the past, lost bouts that were well within his grasp.  He was 4th at Wadsworth behind Kallai and Jonhenry.  There is a quartet of other able performers as well.  I like Grandominico, a state alternate, Melin, Wittman and Shalash.  There may be only one state berth reachable for this foursome.  On the other hand all three ranked above them recognize that there is real upset potential here.

Again, not knowing the eventual disbursement plan, I can still conclude that Fairfield will have a lot of solid talent--perhaps not high placers, but many with the talent to land a low place.  I’m of a mind that Boerger and Mahon (finalists at the CIT) might be best here, but state qualifier Purnell pinned in both the semi-finals and finals to win the GMVWA.  It’s a solid trio, but state qualifier Dowdy also returns and that makes it four wrestlers rated in my top dozen.  Right behind this group is Mauro and state alternate Myers who certainly have state qualification aspirations.  This is, like Darby, a very strong area.

Two of the top challengers for the Columbus duo come out of the Massillon Perry District.  Kallai, one of the countless excellent wrestlers with that name, qualified at 140# last year.  Apparently injured he lost by technical fall in the first round and then immediately dropped his consolation bout, too.  It was a totally unexpected outcome.  This year he bounced back with a string of scintillating victories (mostly by fall) to win at North Canton and Wadsworth.  There he defeated Jonhenry by a point.  Then at the Ohio Duals, he rather inexplicably lost to Mahon--not that Mahon is not a solid performer.  Then he struggled against Tomasone before pinning him.  I wonder if this regression is due to injury, but in any event it is worrisome.  Still, I think he’ll bounce back and make a strong run at the state meet.  Jonhenry is very athletic and is a strong threat--he has had some injury problems in the past, but has performed this year without issues.  Franklin was 2nd at Medina and has dominated in his part of the state.  He was a state alternate last year and is an aggressive point-scorer.  Fisher, often overlooked, may be better than where I’ve placed him.  He was 3rd at Solon (losing only to Rohler) and Southview and 1st at the WRC.  Joles, Dozanti, and Nelson are other possibilities while the freshman Darlington (Stow) while a year away was 6th at Brecksville.

No one can tell what might happen at Mentor.  Milavec has had great performances and some that seemed quite ordinary.  Still, he has placement ability and that needs to make itself manifest at tourney time.  The big mystery, though, is Tomasone.  Two years ago, as a freshman, he was 5th in Division II at 119# wrestling for Chanel.  He then transferred to St. Ed’s where he wrestled on the Green Team last year and was incapacitated by injury this season.  He reappeared at the Ohio Duals with two big wins at this weight class.  Then, in a dual meet, comfortably ahead of Kallai he was pinned.  Should he be healthy he will be a major factor at this weight class-- but that is still open to question.  The rest of this district is not that strong, although Savona or, maybe, Kassil will surprise me.   Kassil is the major unknown.  He was injured all last year and missed the entire season.  Now he is 24-0, but against a schedule that is not overly testing.  He could well be much better than I have him rated.

160#

Projected Champion:  mike miller (lake)

Top Contenders

	2
	Koz (St. Edward)
	15
	DeLande (Davidson)

	3
	Daugherty (Xenia)
	16
	Muhammad (Shake Hts.)

	4
	Nusekabel (Elder)
	17
	Foreman (Coffman)

	5
	Kilgore (Berea)
	18
	Spickler (Strongsville)

	6
	Denman (St. Xavier)
	19
	Hess (Ashland)

	7
	Weidenthal (Fitch)
	20
	Iammarino (Brush)

	8
	Kmetz (Moeller)
	21
	Wilder (Princeton)

	9
	Kettinger (Toledo St. John)
	22
	Beat (Perrysburg)

	10
	Standish (Hudson)
	23
	Fulton (Fairborn)

	11
	Wiley (Beavercreek)
	24
	Hossfeld (Scioto)

	12
	LaFollette (Marysville)
	25
	Holztrager (Normandy)

	13
	Hogan (Avon Lake)
	26
	Wise (Grove City)

	14
	Green (Westlake)
	27
	Favazzo (St. Charles)


Earlier this month I got off I-77 at the Newcomerstown exit for breakfast at the nearby McDonalds.  Much to my surprise it was filled with some fabulous baseball pictures dealing with local icon, Cy Young.  One picture, in particular, caught my attention.  It was a shot of a 1930 old-timers reunion and in it were recently retired superstars like Ty Cobb and Tris Speaker, Eddie Collins and Home Run Baker, and in the middle a white-haired gentleman named Billy Hamilton.  Now, virtually forgotten, he was, in my view, one of the truly great players of the 1890’s.  Lightning fast, a defensive whiz, and a superb baserunner he hit for a high average, led the league in walks, and scored an enormous number of runs. However, somehow his skills were overlooked, even by his contemporaries (a walk meant you were lazy to many folks) and he was vastly under-appreciated.  Unbelievably 13 players from his era entered the Hall of Fame before him, and his plaque there draws little attention.  In recent years the explosion in statistical analysis has shown what a great player Hamilton was and, slowly, admiration for his efforts are growing.

In a way I wonder if Mike Miller is in a similar situation.  Somehow we forget what a great performer he has been.  A Division I state title over a strong field at 145 in his sophomore year and then a second title last year while hampered by injury are very impressive.  His ability to impose his will on an opponent often goes unnoticed while his penchant for scoring points in bunches make his bouts seem somehow less demanding.  In the future I hope we recognize that he was one of our finest middleweight wrestlers in a time of exceptional talent in those weight classes.

I think there is only one wrestler here who stands as a real threat to Miller.  Bryan Koz (he needs to learn that it’s spelled with an i) has had a great year.  He majored the excellent Kent Smith in a dual and won big at Medina never having to go six minutes in his 5 bouts.  At the Ohio Duals he was undefeated--beating Popham by six and majoring Kmetz.  A St. Edward Koz (Chuck) was 2nd last year at this weight, and history may repeat itself this year.

The rest of that Mentor District looks a little shaky.  I still think Kettinger can get the job done, but he was 5th at the CIT losing to Rohler (who doesn’t) and Denman.  Hogan, Green and Iammarino are possibilities with Hess waiting in the wings.  I noted that Drew Beat certified at this weight although I have yet to see any results, he might play a role at this district.

I like the wrestlers at Fairfield, but the rules of internal consistency and transitivity just do not apply.  One week one of two of them will perform at a high level, the next week it’ll be a different pair who shine.  Nonetheless, I think state placer Nusekabel, Denman, Kmetz, Wiley, and Wilder all have placement potential.  Wiley won the SWOCA with Denman, Kmetz, and Nusekabel close behind in that order.  At Brecksville Nusekabel was a finalist with Denman 8th.  At the CIT the order once again changed with Kmetz the finalist and Denman beating Nusekabel.  Go figure.  It’s really a toss-up at the district with the finalist likely to get pairings that will smooth the path to placement.

I’ve put state qualifier Daugherty at Darby where he would be the favorite.  State qualifier LaFollette also returns, as does the excellent sophomore DeLande (who might still go at 152#).  Fulton, winner at Xenia, may also be here and I suspect we’ll have a good mix of Central and Southwest wrestlers.  Foreman, recent winner at Mason, could also be a factor as the battles here will be close.

Kilgore was a state qualifier at 152# as a freshman last year and he should have placement hopes this year.  He’ll be at Massillon Perry with Miller who beat him by technical fall at Wadsworth.  In fact, there will be a very spirited battle for the last three spots.  State qualifier Standish is very good and Weidenthal might be the surprise package.  He was 5th at Brecksville (over Standish) and second at the Top Gun.  State alternate Spickler has not had, up to now, the results I anticipated, but, clearly, his performance last year shows how dangerous he can be.

171 #

Projected Champion:  david clemens (beavercreek)

Top Contenders

	2
	T. Miller (Wadsworth)
	15
	Dattillo (Centerville)

	3
	Place (Central Crossing)
	16
	Gemmell (Green)

	4
	Marrero (Reynoldsburg)
	17
	Nickolai (Piqua)

	5
	Sen (Elyria)
	18
	Sokolow (Avon Lake)

	6
	Almer (Lakota West)
	19
	Trusnik (Nordonia)

	7
	Reitmeier (Holland Springfield)
	20
	Cameron (Moeller)

	8
	Steele (Chillicothe)
	21
	Peacock (Hudson)

	9
	Lee (Marion Franklin)
	22
	Barrett (Garfield Hts.)

	10
	Roddy (St. Edward)
	23
	Pushpak (Brecksville)

	11
	Rice (Grove City)
	24
	Alexander (Findlay)

	12
	Robertson (Maple Hts.)
	25
	Darnell (Scioto)

	13
	Trujillo (Groveport Madison)
	26
	Gibbs (Oak Hills)

	14
	L. Miller (St. Xavier)
	
	


.

This weight class shapes up as a titanic struggle between two superior wrestlers.  Both boys are strong, quick, and very experienced and, as seniors, desperate to win that first state title.  One problem is that they have had only one common opponent of significant stature with which to measure them.  They did both compete against the freshman Brian Roddy with Clemens winning 19-7 and Miller triumphing 11-7.  Is that significant?

Let’s start with Clemens.  He was 3rd at 152# last year losing to Mike Miller in the semi-finals. This year he is unbeaten winning, among others, both the SWOCA and Medina titles.  Most of his wins have been wipeouts like the 14-0 victory over the very good Reitmeier in the Medina final.  His only relatively close bout was a 4-1 win over state placer Almer.

Tim Miller was also at 152# last year finishing 2nd losing to Mike Miller in the finals.  Oddly Mike Miller beat them back-to-back at Columbus by five points, but that is very deceptive--he beat Tim, 5-0, and Clemens 17-12.  Miller is already a three-time placer (6-3-2) as he has improved each year.  This year he has begun to pin far more often.  He won titles at North Canton and Wadsworth and like Clemens has had one relatively close bout, 12-8, against Place.

Thanks to the magic of seeding it is likely that these two will not meet until the final round (both have to win their district--probably easier for Miller).  Clemens is rightfully confident being quoted that he expected to go undefeated and win a state title and I’m guessing that Miller feels the same way. 

Hmm.   Clemens or Miller, Miller or Clemens, how does one choose.  I’m kind of obligated to pick one of them, but on this particular day, January 18, I still have no idea.  I guess you need to hope for two things--that they don’t think too far and overlook the worthy opponents they must first meet and second that their bout fully showcases their talents and doesn’t devolve into a one-move match or even worse go into the 30-second tie breaker.  Let it be Clemens.

The dynamite district is at Darby.  There are six Central District wrestlers with state caliber skills and only four will prevail.  I like state qualifier Place who has crushed just about everyone except for his four point loss to Miller at Wadsworth.  Most recently he won at Mason defeating state placer Almer in the finals 16-4.  He could upset the applecart for Miller or Clemens, or both.  Steele, of whom we hear little, won two district bouts last year but apparently has undergone a transformation.  I have him beating district champ Rice in a dual, 11-1, and also see him locally rated over Place.  Marrero, a New Jersey move-in, was 2nd at Brecksville including a 9-8 win over Almer.  Perhaps the most athletic of this sextet is state qualifier Lee of whom I have received rave reviews.  His only problem is that he can, on occasion, be out-finessed.  District champion Rice returns, but while the faces are the same as last year the competition will be even more brutal.  Last year he beat Trujillo (who is also back) 8-7 and Place in overtime.  It will be even tougher this year.  And, yes, Trujillo is back and he just beat Lee at Scioto.  What a great competition.

The other highly competitive district is at Mentor.  However, the jockeying will be for position, not qualification.  State qualifier Reitmeier was 2nd at Medina and he wrestles a funky style, all arms and legs, he has folks pinned before they know what hit them. State qualifier Sen avenged his first round state loss to Almer last year at Brecksville and he won at Avon Lake.  Then there is the brilliant freshman, Roddy.  A two-time state junior high champ he is something special.  He was 5th at Medina (losing to Clemens and Ciccone) and won three bouts at the Ironman.  More recently, he caught and pinned Sen and gave Miller a tough bout.  I may have him too low here and he could well end up high on the awards stand.  He won’t win it this year, but watch out in 2006, 2007, and 2008.  Robertson beat Almer and lost, 1-0, to Sen at Brecksville.  Very strong and an experienced competitor he’ll not lose easily to anyone.

Tim Miller should dominate at Massillon Perry.  It is by far the weakest district and the other three qualifiers are likely to struggle at Columbus.  I cannot decide whether a rather non-competitive situation will be a plus or a minus for him.

Clemens won’t have it quite so easy.  Almer lost 14 times last year and still placed.  He knows how to win close bouts and he seems to have a lot of them.  He won his first two bouts at Columbus by a total of three points.  Both should qualify with the last two spots up in the air.

189 #

Projected Champion:  mike ward (Mayfield)

Top Contenders

	2
	Morrison (Shaker Hts.)
	15
	Pasquale (Boardman)

	3
	Michel (Northmont)
	16
	Godfrey (Glen Este)

	4
	Anevski (Elder)
	17
	Francis (Maumee)

	5
	Hellwarth (Celina)
	18
	Balogh (Valley Forge)

	6
	Thomas (Marion Harding)
	19
	Kingrey (Greenville)

	7
	Shilling (Massillon Perry)
	20
	Eller (Findlay)

	8
	Hetlinger (Darby)
	21
	Varner (Lake)

	9
	Peterson (Coffman)
	22
	Legg (Westerville South)

	10
	Porter (Mason)
	23
	Hylton (Marion Franklin)

	11
	Ray (Groveport Madison)
	24
	Fox (Toledo Central Catholic)

	12
	Iammarino (Brush)
	25
	McGrain (Olmsted Falls)

	13
	Hohla (Amherst Steele)
	26
	Robinson (Maple Hts.)

	14
	Rettig (St. Xavier)
	27
	Jayjack (North Royalton)


There are some years where it seems that close to half the weight class are dominated by one, almost unbeatable superstar.  Unfortunately this is not one of those years, so it with some relief that we reach 189#.  Mike Ward clearly stands out in what appears to be a relatively thin field.  When I first heard that he was headed for 189# I wondered whether he might be a little small for that class.  After all, he had gone up 19 pounds and two weight classes last year and now we were seeing a similar move yet again.  It has not been a problem.  He was 4th at the Ironman losing to the #1 ranked Patrick Bond on a fluky, probably out-of-bounds takedown and then dropped a narrow 2-1 decision to Division II choice Pucillo.  Since then he has been awesome manhandling every opponent.  He is now wrestling with tremendous confidence.  He was 2nd at 152# as a sophomore and 1st last year avenging a district loss to Melton.  He had some close bouts then, I don’t think he’ll have any this time.  That’s not to say that a Morrison or Roman (if he is at this weight) won’t challenge him, but he looks ready to surmount any obstacle.

None of the districts seem very strong or very deep.  Ward will emerge from Mentor and one of his opponents will be state qualifier Thomas.  Up two weight classes (and 29 pounds) he was 2nd at Marion Harding.  I think the Northwest boys will do well here.  Francis, Eller, Fox and especially Hellwarth are all good and along with Thomas are likely to give Ward his stiffest challenge at this district.  Hohla has made significant progress and Iammarino was 3rd at Waite--ahead of Francis.

Morrison should stand out at Perry if two things happen--he maintains a tight, mental focus and he continues to improve.  If Roman is here it will be much tougher, but he does hold a win over the big Glen Oak senior.  The question for Roman is clear.  It’s 2nd or 3rd at 189# or a possible (only possible) title shot at 215#.  I’ve ranked him at 215#, but I’d put him 3rd here.  The rest of this district has not yet established a “laundry list” of accomplishments.  I’ve ranked Shilling, but he struggled big time at Brecksville.  My brother went to Valley Forge and yet I know little about Balogh.  His progress will be of interest.  I’ve listed some other possible candidate with, perhaps, Srock (Wadsworth) and Swinderman (New Philadelphia) also in that group.  

There is not much differentiation at Darby.  There are a half-dozen (at least) candidates for the four qualifying spots and little to separate them.  It would not shock me if several of the 171’s in that brutal slugfest at this district opt for the more congenial environment of 189#.  As it is Hetlinger, Peterson, and, perhaps,. Krugh are the best here.  There will probably be a couple unfamiliar names who will challenge them.  

I’m having trouble getting a good fix on Anevski, but I suspect he is the best at Fairfield.  He pinned Godfrey to win at the SWOCA, but at Brecksville he was hurt in a quarterfinal win and had to default down to 6th place.  Had he remained healthy he would gone up against Ward, and probably Caponi and those would have been useful measuring sticks.  He was 3rd at the CIT losing to the excellent Tymoszczuk in the semi-finals.   Rettig, Godfrey, and Porter would seem to be next, but that is uncertain.  A top contender whose assignment is unknown is state qualifier Michel. He was the Fairfield District runner-up at this weight class last year, but went 0-2 at Columbus.  I would rank him first at either district--but I think Anevski might give him a tougher battle at Fairfield.  Either way with the right draw he should have high placement aspirations.

215 #

Projected Champion:  nick simon (shaker hts.)



Top Contenders

	2
	Roman (Glen Oak)
	14
	Ochab (St. Charles)

	3
	Palmieri (Mayfield)
	15
	Watson (Sandusky)

	4
	Quehl (Moeller)
	16
	Hoffner (Massillon Perry)

	5
	Lovy (Lebanon)
	17
	Adam (Loveland)

	6
	Jabbie (Westerville South)
	18
	Jones (Ashland)

	7
	Crowley (Wadsworth)
	19
	Keefer (Reynoldsburg)

	8
	Marcellino (St. Edward)
	20
	LeStrange (Toledo Central Catholic)

	9
	Sexton (New Philadelphia)
	21
	Truster (Talawanda)

	10
	Mernedakis (Pickerington North)
	22
	Mann (Miamisburg)

	11
	Simmons (Scioto)
	23
	Stolarsky (Solon)

	12
	Winemiller (Amherst Steele)
	24
	Pritchard (Northmont)

	13
	Jameson (Elder)
	25
	Perez (Fremont Ross)


Assuming my calculations are correct there have been 1,638 state titles awarded since 1938.  What interested me was how many different individuals had won titles (since we, of course, have had over 250 multiple winners).  As we begin this year’s tournament process 1,322 different boys have been champions.  It’s a pretty exclusive club when you consider the millions of boys who have passed through our secondary school network in the nearly 70 past years.   It would be interesting to know who has seen the most state championships, and who has coached the most.

Last year this was one of the most competitive weight classes in Division I.  As it turned out all four semi-finalists emerged from the Massillon Perry District in what was a mad scramble. Ironically the finalists were the same pair who had wrestled for 3rd place the week before.  It was a senior-oriented group that included some great boys from other parts of the state as well (Adkins, Huddle, Stegeman, etc.).  This year there is far less depth at this weight with many of the top contenders still not clearly defined.  In addition we may see some of the 189’s that fled that weight class when faced with the specter of Mike Ward.  

It just occurred to me that this is the first time in 34 years that my first three choices have the same first name--Nick.  They also share about the same level of wrestling ability--very high--making the final choice difficult.  I’ve gone with Simon based on overall state experience and determination, but to triumph he’ll need to win a number of close bouts.

Nick Simon was 6th last year at this weight class including consolation wins over Quehl and Adkins.  Just as impressive were his losses to Busson and Burger where he was in the match to the very end.  A big-time football player he got a bit of a late start finishing 2nd at Solon (to a Detroit CC wrestler) and winning at Kenston and North Canton.  He defeated Crowley 3-1 in taking that title.  Wrestling expert Josh Johnson believes its Simon’s exceptional determination that has made him successful--he only started wrestling in high school--and he’ll need all of it at this weight class.  It’s not a place for hockey players.

Nick Roman placed 5th at 189# last year beating the defending state champ Ryan Lukens twice.  He was nearly a finalist dropping a close decision to eventual champ Carpenter in the semi-finals.  This year he started out at 189# finishing 2nd at North Canton to Simon’s teammate Corey Morrison.  He moved up to 215# at Brecksville and it worked perfectly as he defeated a tough field--beating Palmieri in the final.  Since then he has been undefeated also winning the Dies handily.  He has certified at 189#, but his success at 215# and the shadow of Mike Ward may keep him at 215#--where his probability of a state title is likely much higher.

Nick Palmieri has come on strong in this his senior year.  He has lost three times.  A one-pointer to Roman at Brecksville and twice at the Ironman--to Division II pick Marshall and Pennsylvania star Pellar (who has also beaten Quehl).  He is not the biggest 215 pounder in the state but he is brutally strong and quick.  He has Ward as a workout partner and his improvement has been dramatic.

There are a quartet of good 215’s, the three just mentioned and Charles (no, not Nick) Quehl.  A state qualifier last year Quehl is a big 215-pounder who has lost only once to an Ohio wrestler this year--a 9-7 OT decision to Crowley.  He was 1-2 at Columbus last year losing to eventual champ Noga by three points and to Simon in overtime.  He won the SWOCA and was 5th at the Powerade.  He could easily be the champ.  The pairings could be lopsided with Simon and Roman exiting the same districts.  Winning at Massillon Perry could turn out to be an enormous plus.

That Massillon Perry District is the best one.  Roman and Simon would appear to be best, but there are three other top-notch boys.  Sexton 4th at Medina lost a 3-1 semi-final district bout last year and then dropped his go-to-state bout to eventual state finalist Trusnik.  He is solid.  Crowley was the champ at Wadsworth and has beaten Quehl and Marcellino, but lost to Simon in the North Canton final and Palmieri.  Hoffner is good, but may get left out.  Stolarsky, the Solon sophomore, probably isn’t ready for this level of competition quite yet, but he looks like a coming star.

Palmieri has to beat Marcellino to win at Mentor and that won’t be easy.  Marcellino had five falls while winning at Medina and he can score from any position.  After this duo, it’s a tad weaker with Winemiller, Watson, and Jones strong possibilities.  I keep thinking LeStrange might be a state qualifier, but he’ll have to hustle to do so at this district.

Quehl will be challenged by state qualifier Lovy.  He went 1-2 at Columbus last year after a brilliant 40 win season.  He and Quehl met in the SWOCA finals with the latter boy taking a 6-5 decision.  There is a major drop-off after this top two with the last two qualifiers like to come from a pool of eight to ten wrestlers.

There would seem to be three fairly secure choices at Darby.  State qualifier Jabbie heads the list and would appear poised for a low to middle placement.  Mernedakis and state qualifier Simmons are equally well placed and winning this district title could be critical.  A low place at Darby probably sets you up against the very top boys early.  Watch Mernedakis, only a junior, who won two district bouts last year.  He won at Scioto and has been a high placer elsewhere.

HVY.

Projected Champion:  steve dumas (Brush)

Top Contenders

	2
	Reed (Madison)
	15
	Carroll (Solon)

	3
	Marshall (Mason)
	16
	Terifaj (Strongsville)

	4
	Kowalski (Nordonia)
	17
	Hartshorn (Reynoldsburg)

	5
	Salamone (Mentor)
	18
	Firm (Central Crossing)

	6
	Nicholson (Marion Franklin)
	19
	Senal (North Olmsted)

	7
	Kuhar (St. Edward)
	20
	Gawronski (Toledo St. Francis)

	8
	Keferl (Thomas Worthington)
	21
	Wade (Beavercreek)

	9
	Mosier (Mansfield Madison)
	22
	Stryfeller (Fitch)

	10
	Wood (Miamisburg)
	23
	Yeager (Sidney)

	11
	Wagner (Wayne)
	24
	Hayes (Darby)

	12
	Lytz (New Philadelphia)
	25
	McKenzie (Parma)

	13
	McGhee (Groveport Madison)
	26
	Samson (Whitmer)

	14
	Reinhardt (Lakota West)
	
	


The most recent era of superb heavyweight wrestling ended last March.  It was the greatest collection of talent at this weight class in Ohio history challenged only by the 1975 crop that included Bob Golic, Tom Cousineau, Harold Smith, Tim Payne, Mike Weitzman, Jeff Sanicky, Jerry Fultz and Eric Cunningham.  Yet even that group does not match up with the superstars of the last three years.  There is not much left.  There were 14 seniors in the Division I bracket and that doesn’t provide many returning state qualifiers, and though I have searched and researched very diligently we’re back to “by guess and by golly” in the heavyweight forecasting business.

My choice is the excellent Brush heavyweight, the soft-spoken Steve Dumas.  He won two district bouts last year, but was eliminated by two very close defeats.  This year he has so far run the table.  He had a thrilling last-second, come-from-behind victory to triumph at the Ironman and won much more easily at Kenston and the WRC.  He has really improved and will be difficult to beat.

Each district is loaded with possibilities and Mentor is no different.  The top quartet begins with Dumas but includes three other top-notch heavyweights.  Salamone won at Solon, was 2nd at the Midwest Classic and 4th at Brecksville.  Only a sophomore he has an outstanding future.  Kuhar is also a sophomore and has wrestled a big-time St. Ed’s schedule.  He was 3rd at the Ironman but had to default due to injury at the Medina.  He has been slow returning to form, but now seems close to 100%.  Mosier doesn’t get much publicity but he was a state alternate last year losing a tough 9-6 decision in his go-to-state bout.  He won at Madison, Marion Harding, was 2nd at North Canton and was 5th at the Top Gun losing to Reed in the semi-finals.  This district is loaded with other possibilities.  I’ve listed Senal, Gawronski and Samson--with the first two multiple winners at last year’s district.  Moore (Woodward), Craddolph (Columbian) and, especially, Gibson (Sandusky) are other thoughts.

The big (and I use that word in two senses) challenge for Dumas is likely to be Reed.  A state qualifier, he beat Dumas , 4-3, in that process last year.  He went on to be a semi-finalist at Columbus eventually finishing 6th.  This year he won the mighty Top Gun over my Division III choice Ryan Bowers coming back from early season injuries.  The major challenge will be the athletic Kowalski.  He is big, strong and quick and has as much talent as anyone here.  He was 1st at Brecksville, and 2nd to Dumas in overtime at the WRC.  I just worry that he rolls around just a little too much and could get burned.  He has a great collegiate upside.  Lytz, Terifaj, Carroll, and Stryfeller are all good and given the shifting fortunes of the heavyweight class could all potentially qualify.  

The one heavyweight to really watch is the enormous Marshall.  He is over six and a half feet tall and knows how to move.  Last year he lost to eventual state champ Tony Johnson in the district semi-finals and then dropped one of those 30-second tie breakers to end up as a state alternate.  Undefeated this year he has won everything that has come his way.  He could easily be champ.   Wagner, the Cadet Greco National

Champ is another powerhouse at this district.  Marshall has defeated him twice and he has lost to Wood.  That competitor is the third member of the top trio that will test the other heavyweight around the state.

State qualifier Keferl and Nicholson head the Darby District with both of these boys having placement potential.  Nicholson gets the nod having beaten Keferl in their most recent outing.  A most intriguing possibility is the excellent McGhee.  He had brain surgery this past summer, and I know from personal experience (my daughter) how difficult that recuperation can be.  He has had mostly good results to date and should be a “player” at the state level.

TEAMS
1.
St. Edward
This will be their 21st championship and it happens in what could only be called a rebuilding year.  They graduated 10 senior starters last year, but the replacements will eventually be great.  The core of the team is the returnees Palmer, Nemec, Harris, and Sulzer.  However, Koz and Marcellino have produced solid leadership and newcomers like Kuhar and Young are outstanding..

2.
Massillon Perry
A perennial public school power they have the only team that has any chance (still small) of challenging St. Edward.  The incomparable Schlatter leads the way with Hartley and Straughn both possible finalists.  Mizer is in a very weak weight class and should score heavily.  If the enigmatic Rooney can contribute and some of the big men or Genetin pitch in it might be surprisingly close.

3.
Moeller
They exit a relatively weak district this year and could bring, perhaps, eight to Columbus.  The trick will be to have them all score there.  Weaver, Lindsey, Gaier, and Quehl are “musts” in this endeavor, while Newbanks, Gobin, Mahon and Kmetz need to exceed expectations. 

4.
Mayfield
Ward, Lerer, and Palmieri are the absolute heart of this team and must all score big.  Jiannetti has state experience, but needs to prove he can score at the state level. After that people like Catalona, D’Allesandro, and the like have to pitch in.

5.
Fitch
Coach Brett Powell does a brilliant job each year in fashioning an excellent team in a “wrestling apathetic” part of the state.  They make the Top Five only if Jamieson is as good as I think he is and Bodnar wrestles up to his true potential.  They should get some big points from the move-in Gigliotti and Weidenthal, Dunadee, and Stryfeller could help.  A nice coaching job by the big guy.

6.      Elyria
An influx of new blood the last two years has elevated this team to the upper echelon.  Mitcheff is the favorite at 119# and Pycraft, Whitely, and Milavec form a nice trio of middleweights.  They could move up if Felton and Sen are at the top of their game and the little Mitcheff does well at the crowded 103# class.

7.  
Wadsworth
A team that might be on the edge of greatness.  Miller is the nucleus and he should be a finalist.  Then there are a lot of possibilities--Bryson, Foore, Gasser, Rager, Jones, and Crowley--some of whom must score at the state level.  The big question is Kallai; is he a possible finalist or will injuries make him something less.

8.
Lakota West
Flake, Almer, Bradberry, and Fields could all be big scorers, and, if so, they are woefully underrated at #8.  Reinhardt and Bohl are distinct possibilities and somehow a way has to be found to utilize the Touris brothers.  If all this happens they’ll move up two or three positions.

9.
Massillon Jackson
My report suggests that Johnson and Rini could be solid point contributors.  To make the Top Ten they’ll need help from Filicky, Haas, Shackle, or Tentler.  That may be asking too much.

10.
Solon
Hardy and Floyd are a pair of exceptional lightweights with possible finalist aspirations.  However, I’m struggling to find other point scorers--can Carroll, Clark or Campbell help out.  

