1997 High School Wrestling

Forecast 26th Annual Edition


DIVISION III
103#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: KIT ALLEGA (INDEPENDENCE) 

TOP CONTENDERS

2. Jessie (Hopewell-Loudon)

3. Lorenz (Grandview Hts.)

4. Fazio (Manchester)

5. Druschel (Delta)

6. Sibrel (Lakota)

7. Gondol (Jackson-Milton)

8. Finneran (Sandusky St. Mary)

9. Clum (Galion Northmor)

10. McDivitt (Cardinal)

11. Pressler (Margaretta)

12. Bright (Dixie)

13. Williams (Norwalk St. Paul)

14. Evans/McDowell (Jonathan Alder)

15. Adler (Beachwood)

16. Schultz (Brookvillel)

17. Day (Preble Shawnee)

18. Kuchta (Streetsboro)

19. Koch (Bellaire St. John) 

20. S. Smith (Cory-Rawson)

21. Copas (Licking Hts.)

22. Davis (Chagrin Falls) 

23. Hochwalt (Oakwood)

24. Ware/Curnes (Martins Ferry) 

25. Clemans (Lima Central Catholic) 

26. Hopkins (Deer Park)

This is a weight class where, I suspect, the unexpected will rule. There are a lot of wrestlers that are relatively even in ability such that the pairings, stylistic qualities, refereeing breaks and just, plain luck will play an important role. In addition, I anticipate some exciting, high-scoring bouts that should make for satisfied spectators. Last year in the final three championship rounds six of the seven bouts were decided by three or fewer points - three (including the final) in overtime. Its also interesting to note that in the last six years we've had winners from five different districts (Northeast, Northwest, Central, Eastern, and Southwest), showing the diversity of talent around the state.

My choice is the junior from nearby (to me) Independence High School, Kitt Allega. Last year he finished third at Wright State losing only in the semi-finals to Boyd. This year he has bounced between 103# and 112# winning at Massillon Perry and finishing second at Brecksville and Woodridge. Two of his losses were at the Ironman, where he finished a strong fourth, losing only to Division I stars Mason Lenhard and Neil Slaby (on criteria). He is a big aggressive 103-pounder who knows how to win.

At Elyria Catholic, Allega should be a clear favorite, but there'll be some tough competition. I was very impressed with Fazio at Medina and he has put together placements in every tourney entered. Gondol missed state qualification by one bout losing in the district semi-finals to Allega, 6-3. He has not wrestled a schedule with nearly the degree of difficulty that Allega has, but he has been very effective in his appearances. He was an impressive third at Hudson, for example. McDivitt is my favorite for the last spot, but Adler is good, and Kuchta and Davis are capable of an upset. Also look for Tardiff (Woodridge), VerMerris (Hawken) and especially Tompkins (Mogadore).

Jessie has had a sensational freshman season at Hopewell-Loudon (he's already 27-0) after long and extensive experience in youth wrestling. He has won tournaments at Gibsonburg, Hopewell-Loudon, the "A:" Classic, and Van Buren, and looking at his four final round scores gives a glimpse of his domination (17-2, 19-2, 17-2 and 7-2). Only at Van Buren against Sibrel was there any type of battle at all. The downside to this, of course, is that he may not be as prepared for the knock-down, drag-out battles sure to come in the tourney process. Druschel has had a great year with a big win at Perrysburg and a runner-up finish at GMVWA. A sturdy senior he has placement potential, but may not be the best 1 03-pounder on the team. I would have rated Stultz second here, but for a variety of reasons he may end up at 119#. Sibrel is an experienced steady hand, but lacks the firepower of Jessie and Druschel, and may be in jeopardy from the fast improving Finneran -- undefeated at 103#. I was impressed with his pin over the tough McKinney of Sandusky to win the Panther Classic. The fifth spot will be a donnybrook with Pressler and Williams the top contenders. Pressler has a 4-3 win over Williams at Oak Harbor and won the MVP as well, while Williams was first at Edison and runner-up at Bishop Ready. Smith, Clemans, and Bacon (Cardinal Stritch) could also playa role here.

The Steubenville District should be dominated by Columbus area wrestlers. Lorenz was fifth at Medina making it to the semi-finals and defeating Fazio for his medal. Clum has won at Bucyrus and the Gorman and has placement potential. I was very impressed with his big win over McGuire. State qualifier Evans wrestled early for Jonathan Adler and apparently will be back competing soon. The McDowell twins may still replace him and they, too, have state potential-- while Copas, Koch, and Ware should battle for the last spot.

State qualifier Bright should head the Xenia District though Schultz has come on strongly in recent days. Bright won a bout at the state level last year, but may be overmatched against some of the top talent here. He was a strong second to Boggs at Edgewood. Schultz was third at GMVWA and Brookville has had a history of good light weights. Hochwalt and Hopkins both have district experience, but I think Day may have passed them. Hochwalt won two district bouts last year, but lost to Bright 18-3. He was champ this year at Oakwood and Springfield Catholic while Day reigned at Franklin.

112#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: JERED OPFER ( SANDUSKY ST. MARY)

TOP CONTENDERS

2. Carrizales (Delta)

3. Boyd (Lima Central Catholic)

4. Haimerl (Bishop Ready)

5. Tipple (Grandview Hts.)

6. Davis (Loudonville) 

7. Simok (Northwood)

8. Mast (Cardinal)

9. Kruse (Miami East)

10. Donahue (Bellaire St. John) 

11. Stutz (Hillsdale)

12. Traxler (Hopewell-Loudon) 

13. Gebura (Black River)

14. Jordon (Independence) 

15. Long (Carey)

16. Witham (Sandy Valley) 

17. Hada (Painesville Harvey) 

18. Schmidt (Malvern)

19. Cuevas (Woodmore)

20. Perry (Brookville)

21. Roth (Martins Ferry)

22. DiEgidio (Aurora)

23. Felchner (North College Hill) 

24. Lee (Oakwood) 

25. Hundley (Dixie)

Last year three freshmen came out of the Northwest District and pretty much dominated the 103# weight class. All three made the state semi-finals and Opfer and Boyd were finalists. As it turned out Opfer, my choice last year, defeated Carrizales 9-7 in overtime and Boyd 8-6 in overtime to take the title - reversing the district placement where Boyd won and Carrizales (who had defeated Opfer) finished second. It was a great competition, and, yes, they're all back at 112# ready to do it again.

Even though he took the title I'm not sure Opfer showed his peak form the last two weeks of the season. The fact that he still won gives some indication of his resiliency and resourcefulness. He is currently undefeated (he was 47-2 last year) with impressive wins at the Panther Classic and Fremont St. Joseph. He clearly has a good shot at the state record for most wins in a career at his present pace. He split with Carrizales last year and defeated Boyd.

Boyd, too, is undefeated with big wins at the GMVWA, OCC, "A" Classic, and Northwood tourneys. He is physically a very tough wrestler who seems able to win both low and high scoring bouts with equal ease. He beat Carrizales and lost to Opfer last year.

Carrizales won at Perrysburg, but, perhaps, his most impressive bout was his only loss. It occurred when, at 119#, he dropped an 8-6 bout to the very, very good Wilcox. I'm not sure Carrizales has realized how good he is but that should be a clear marker as to excellent progress.

One thing this trio cannot afford is to get so concerned about each other that they forget about the other seven state qualifiers who will compete at this weight class. For example, Haimerl, who was fifth, last year heads the Steubenville delegation. Haimerl is an outstanding wrestler who lost a tight 5-3 bout to Boyd in the CIT final. He is way ahead of state qualifier Tipple and Donahue who will also exit from this district. Actually, Tipple may be closing the gap with Haimerl, but I don't think it close yet. Donahue will have to fend off the challenges of Witham and Schmidt with Roth and Hobgood (Jonathon Alder) also in the hunt. Both Allen (Crooksville) and Simcoe (Northridge) are long-shots, but stranger things have happened.

I mentioned the three "amigos" at Fostoria with Opfer, Carrizales, and Boyd ready to mix it up again. Below this is a second trio of solid performers, perhaps, a step behind the top threesome. Heading that second group is state qualifier Simok who beat the excellent Division I wrestler Barrett in the finals at both Northwood and Sylvania Southview. He also won at Fremont Ross and has been impressive all year. Last year, however, Opfer tech failed him in the Sectional Final and pinned him at Districts, while Boyd handled him 6-1. Traxler and Long join Simok in this second group and both are rated highly. Unfortunately with five qualifying, one of them won't make it. There's lots of depth here, but people like Cuevas, Lowery (Kansas Lakota), and Cohen (Arcadia) have little chance. .

There's good talent at Elyria Catholic, but with a field this crowded they'll be scrambling for even a low place. Davis, a state qualifier at 103# last year, can be super when he's got it all together. He was a district finalist last year including a big 6-3 win over Allega. Tipple, however, put him out in the first round at States. This year he won impressively at Hillside (over Stutz), Waynedale, and particularly at the Gorman defeating Seibert 9-2. On a hot weekend he could hope for a middle to high place. Mast was a state qualifier two years ago and pulled a huge upset defeating Jude Schmidt in overtime, but did not compete in the tournament process last year. This year at 112# and 119# he has a 14-2 record and should be second best behind Davis here. After this duo it is wide open. Stutz and Gebura are experienced hands, but the freshmen Hada and DiEgidio are both wrestlers to watch. Hada has lost but once while DiEgidio missed much of the season but has real talent. Dimagard (Richmond Hts.) and Jordan may also be factors.

State qualifier Donahue returns at this same weight, and continues to be successful in his local area winning at Bellaire St. John and Shadyside and losing only to Toukonen at Barnesville. He gave Allega a solid bout last year in the first round at states. The rest of the district is not particularly strong and whichever two qualify will have problems at the state level.

119#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: SCOTT BURNETT (ELYRIA CATHOLIC) 

TOP CONTENDERS

2. Schmidt (Sandusky Mary) 

3. Geiger (Westfall)

4. Bein (Batavia)

5. McKinnon (Wellsville)

6. Hughes (Black River)

7. Stover (Brookville)

8. Fink /Formanek (Aurora) 

9. Fairbanks (Woodmore)

10. N. Coffman (Grandview Hts.) 

11. Stultz (Delta)

12. Lejeune (Fremont St. Joseph) 

13. Anderson (Bellaire St. John) 

14. Ranker (Seneca East)

15. Heffernan (Painesville Harvey) 

16. Hallis (CVCA)

17. Ballinger (North Union)

18. Sefsick (Cadiz) 

19. Strange (Dixie)

20. Wyse (Evergreen)

21. Gilchrist (Mogadore)

22. Teegarden (Ayersville)

23. Lang (Waterford)

24. Tomaino (Jackson-Milton) 

25. Griffith (West Liberty Salem) 

26. G.-Smith (Cory)

 27. Johnson (Triad)

This is an exceptionally strong and deep weight class, but I propose that there will be little suspense as to whom the eventual champ will be. Despite the fact that I count eleven returning state qualifiers only one really counts. Scott Burnett was 37-0 last year as he took the 112# title with the help of one-point decisions in both the quarter- and semi-finals. This year he seems light years better and has crafted yet another undefeated season including tourney wins at the CIT, Tiffin, and Avon Lake. He is not unbeatable -- Schmidt, Geiger, and Bein could all pull the upset -- but it will take a perfectly wrestled six minutes to unthrone him.

Burnett should have a relatively easy district schedule, but it will be a dogfight below him. State qualifier Hughes can be devastating at times and is an exceptional pinner. He lost to Carrizales 9-7 in overtime in last year's state quarter-finals, after winning the district title. This year he was champion at Hillsdale, Waynedale, Buckeye and Black River, and should be Burnett's biggest challenge. Fink and Formanek are both excellent 119's for Aurora, but one will have to compete at the brutal 125# class at tourney. Fink, only a freshman, pulled the biggest upset of the year when he defeated my Division I choice Roger Merrell, 7-4 at Mapleton. I guess that should be fair warning to Burnett that if Merrell could "go down," so, in theory, could he. Fink has wrestled primarily at 125# where he won at Aurora and Mapleton, was second in Florida, and fifth at Hudson. That could leave state qualifier Hallis -- just back from injury -- and the excellent Heffernan battling for the last spot along with a "boatload" of others. I particularly like Heffernan, but he has apparently had injury problems, as well. Besides those listed Kelling (West Salem Northwest), Krokos (Columbia Station), and Morgan (Independence) are possibilities.

I'm sure three-time state qualifier and two-time state placer Schmidt was not convinced by my first paragraph. His 5-4 loss to Burnett in the quarter-final 'certainly didn't establish dominance, especially the way he smashed four opponents to finish third. He, like Opfer, has had an outstanding regular season including victories over tough competition. He knows Burnett and that will probably make for a low scoring battle where each boy's margin of error is reduced. Despite two returning state qualifiers -- Ranker and Fairbanks -- the field at Forstoria is not particularly strong. It’s a wide open competition that will feature, in addition to those listed, A. Smith (Hopewell-Loudon), Evans (Monroeville), and Eicher (Archbold).

In contrast to the first two weight classes there are two outstanding threats at Xenia. Bein was a district champ at this class last year and finished fourth after reaching the semi-finals. He lost a close 6-5 decision to the redoubtable Forward and a 'narrow 3-1 bout to Wentz. He also pinned Wrobel and Davis. He is currently undefeated and more impressively handed Wilcox his first non-state tournament loss at the SWOCA with a 4-3 decision. He is the second major challenger to Burnett. State qualifier Stover is probably not quite at this same level, but he was fourth in the State two years ago. He was third at GMVWA losing a 10-7 bout to Carrizales. The third spot is wide open although it will not be a real factor at Wright State. Strange, Griffith, and Johnson are possibilities as are Tokarsky (Summit Country Day), Mendenhall (Versailles) and Freeze (Mechanicsburg).

Geiger and McKinnon should be a titanic final at Steubenville. Geiger was fourth at 112# last year losing to Schmidt 13-9. He will become a three-time state qualifier as a junior and looking for his second 40 win season. He was very impressive in winning the Medina, and he showed himself to be much better than last year. He is a big looking 119#. McKinnon, like Geiger, was also a district champ at Steubenville winning with very little trouble. After a first round fall, however, he lost twice at Wright State and was eliminated. He has missed much of this year, but he will return fresh and strong. Coffman also qualified for the State last year, and then didn't wrestle so he could go to Buffalo or someplace. Maybe, there was a good reason for all this, but if you can't find room in your schedule for the state meet maybe you shouldn't compete in the districts. Making the state tourney is a desperately sought goal for many and to see it casually discarded has to be heartbreaking. Actually Coffman is a solid competitor who should qualify again. Grandview Hts. has a solid team top to bottom and the first three -Lorenz, Tipple, and Coffman -- could build real momentum for them.

125#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: GREG ZOLOTY (INDEPENDENCE) 

TOP CONTENDERS

2.  Wentz (Streetsboro)

3. Wrobel (Chanel)

4.  Johns (Lima Central Catholic) 

5. Davis (Elmwood)

6. Ward (Martins Ferry)

7. Cecil (Elyria Catholic)

8. Firebaugh (West Salem NW) 

9. Turnbaugh (Ontario)

10. Abbott (Beallsville)

11. Murray (Chagrin Falls)

12. Weidenhamer (Ayersville) 

13. Hackney (Wellsville)

14. Dues (Versailles)

15. Honaker (Jonathan Alder) 

16. Lathan (Madeira)

17. Dembinski (Bishop Ready) 

18. Vergote (Delta)

19. Reina (Indian Hills)

20. Gleckler (Evergreen) 

21. Jefferis (Barnesville)

22. Brink (Liberty Center)

23. Gase (Fostoria St. Wendelin) 

24. Sams (Painesville Harvey) 

25. Eckstein (Oakwood)

26. Walters (Preble Shawnee) 

27. Pratt (Shadyside)

The up-top quality level at this weight class is extremely high. It could easily be argued that any of this top trio could be state champion not only in Division III, but in Division I and II should they have happened to compete there. All of this threesome is undefeated and between them have won major tourneys like the lronman, Solon, Hudson, North Canton, Wadsworth, and Medina to pick just the major ones. The original issue, then, was to somehow reach a conclusion as to which of the three would take the title.

The complicating factor (as if the original task wasn't difficult enough) is the potential entry of state runner-up Clark Forward into this field. Forward had a sensational freshman year in 1996 and has been even better at 130# this year. He has certified at 125# and must eventually choose.where he will compete during the tournament process. I've always felt that you drop to a lower weight class for three possible reasons -- you feel and perform better at the lower weight, it enhances your prospect of being personally successful, or it improves your team's ability to perform at its maximum potential. If none of these criteria can be met, then weight reduction would seem to be counter-productive. For that reason I've rated Forward at 130#.

Strangely enough, the three top contenders will all compete at Elyria Catholic and what a competition that will be. Let’s look at each individually as a means of discerning the potential champion.

Zoloty has had his share of bad luck the last two years. As a sophomore he was a state semi-finalist at 112# (losing only to eventual champ Tucker), and ripped through the consolations for third. Then after a sensational season last year he was injured the week of sectionals and was unable to compete. He was, at a minimum, a co-favorite with Burnett at that time. This year after beating Kulczycki at the lronman, 10-9, in a match that wasn't as close as the score suggests (Zoloty has a 7-2 lead) he once again missed about a month with injuries. Since his return he has looked exceptional.

Wentz was also a state qualifier his sophomore year -- at Akron St. Vincent -and ended up sixth at 119# -- losing to Lamson, Stough, and Felty, Then last year at Streetsboro he copped a third at Wright State losing only a 5-3 bout to eventual champ Creech. This year he has won at Aurora, Hudson, and Medina defeating, among others, my Division II choice Burns. Short and very strong he has developed a wide range of moves making him more effective than in the past.

Wrobel has been a four year varsity starter who qualified for Wright State last year, but lost a 14-12 overtime bout in his placement bout. He has improved the most of this group with powerful wins at Solon, North Canton, and Wadsworth. He must have worked hard all summer because his physique has dramatically improved. He now has the arms of a blacksmith.

If that isn't enough, state qualifier Cecil and state alternate Firebaugh will also be at Elyria Catholic -- and both could qualify easily at any other district. Cecil defeated Firebaugh last year 4-3 and Wentz eliminated him in the go-to-state bout. Cecil was fifth at the CIT, second at Tiffin, and third at Avon Lake. Firebaugh has won several small tourneys and been a high finisher at two others.

This quintet, I believe, will convince several other strong performers like Kerr (Mapleton) and Shipman (Cardinal) to move to 130#. But that still leaves the excellent Murray (presently 16-2) and Sams at this weight with Calvin (Manchester) and Graf (Garrettsville) also competing. Another possibility is either Formanek or Fink depending on how the 119# weight class is decided at Aurora. WInning the district title here would be an enormous plus because it should put the other two top contenders in the opposite half of the draw.

Assuming Forward is at 130#, the top challenger to the three Northeast District boys is state qualifier Johns. He finished last year with 34 wins but a narrow first round loss to Geiger eliminated him early from state competition. This year he won the GMVWA on a final round fall and did precisely the same at Northwood while his win at the "A" Classic at 130# was by criteria over the freshman Frisch. He is the best at Fostoria.

State qualifiers Davis and Coleman are behind Johns. Davis was sixth last year, but has not been quite what I expected so far this year. Firebaugh, for example, defeated him at Hopewell-Loudon, but last year Davis came on strong at tourney time and we might anticipate that again. Coleman has spent a lot of time at 130#, but I think he'll end up here. After this trio there are a lot of good journeymen wrestlers who should have some district success, but, if they get that far, will struggle at the state level.

State qualifiers Ward and Abbott both had 28 wins last year and should pace the Steubenville District. Ward has already won at Barnesville and Bellaire St. John but lost to Alex Cooper at the Meadowbrook Duals. Abbott was champion at Shadyside and the PVC, but lost to Ward last year in the districts. A real contender could be Hackney who won at both St. Clairsville (over the very tough Bentley) and Cameron. He could be either here or at 130#, but will be a factor at either location.

The Xenia District looks to be very weak. One exception might be Dues who lost a 6-5 overtime bout to Johns at the GMVWA, but then failed to place. Reina and

Lathan also have district experience at this weight class, but the rest of the state is way ahead at this weight class.

130#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: CLARK FORWARD (ARCHBOLD)

TOP CONTENDERS

2. Meyer (Reading)

3. Kern/Zientek (Liberty Center)

4. Gerak (Streetsboro)

5. Coljohn (Independence)

6. Eichorn (Miami East)

7. Firem (Chanel)

8. Frisch (Hopewell-Loudon)

9. Jones (Martins Ferry)

10. Talmage (Grandview Hts.)

11. Shipman (Cardinal)

12. Noonan (Delphos St. John)

13. Busbey (Lincolnview)

14. Orsini (Steubenville Cent. Catholic)
15. Case (Sherwood Fairview)

16. Vogel (CVCA)

17. Drayer (Mogadore)

18. Youngen (Garaway)

19. Wytko (Jackson-Milton)

20. Smith (Crestview)

21. Wright (Painesville Harvey)

22. T. Gleckler (Evergreen)

23. Crews (Tusky Valley)

24. Grilliot (Versailles)

25. McDaniel (Preble Shawnee)

26. Wampler/Johnson (Jonathan Alder)

27. Wasserman (Kansas Lakota)

One of the benefits that accrues to me because of this report is the opportunity to talk to a lot of coaches -- to learn from their experience, expertise, and perspective. But one of the things that must be kept in my mind is that not everything discussed with them has equal reliability. For example, in January 1996 I chatted with Archbold coach, Chuck Forward, about wrestling in Northwestern Ohio. One of my questions then (as it is again today) was where his son Clark would compete. The answer was 'Well, Clark is just a baby and I don't want him to make the tough cut to 112# in his freshman year. Anyway, all we're really looking to accomplish is to get him some district experience and, maybe, have an outside shot at Wright State. We don't want to put him in a position where he can't be competitive." Hmm! This for one of the finest freshman in the state -- a wrestler who finished with a 35-1 record and lost a state title on a very controversial sudden death decision in overtime.

This year Forward has been dominant at 130#, and despite some very strong competition has to be viewed as a solid favorite at this class. However, it must be remembered that, including Forward, there are three returning state runners-up at this class (Forward, Meyer. and Gerak) and possibly, as we'll shortly discuss, a returning state champion in Kern. In addition the total count of returning state qualifiers is now at thirteen the highest of any of the 42 weight classes this year. My records don't show Forward having a close or even competitive bout this year whether he is at 125# or 130#. Whether he will be able to maintain that feat with the assembled field here will be interesting.

As if there are not enough complications at this weight it is also the class where defending state champion Jeremy Kern has certified. A two-time state place winner Kern had a marvelous state tourney bringing Liberty Center its first ever state title in a tremendous, tense overtime bout. This year he has had recurring shoulder problems that are likely to absent him from state competition. Even if he is able to compete it would require a mammoth effort to compete with folks like Forward, Meyer, or Coljohn. At the same time, state qualifier Zientek has also certified at 130# for Liberty Center. I have rated them as a tandem, but with the anticipation that Zientek is the most likely to participate. By the way Zientek is excellent in his own right winning big at 135# in the "A" Classic.

State qualifiers Noonan and Busbey also return at Fostoria with the latter boy winning a state bout. Both will need to be sharper than they have been to qualify again. The sensational freshman Frisch defeated them both at Van Buren while Noonan was only fourth at the "A" Classic. That's not to say they haven't had some wins with Busbey champion at Stryker and Lincolnview. The one to watch though is Frisch. He's wrestled a very competitive schedule that's included four tournament victories. He and Jessie (at 103#) are a fabulous one-two freshman punch for Hopewell-Loudon.

Case lost a 7-5 overtime bout for the fifth and last qualifying spot last year and he will be an important factor, as well. . Smith moved over to Crestview from South Central where last year he won two district bouts. Along with Wasserman and Spanfellner (Sandusky St. Mary) he'll be looking to qualify via a lower district place.

At E!yria Catholic, it's very unclear how the top three boys will match up. Gerak was something of a surprise state runner-up at 112# last year, and is now up three weight classes. He lost early at Medina and failed to place, but won at Hudson and Aurora. Coljohn didn't have a close bout in cruising to the District 125# title last year, and was a state semi-finalist before finishing fifth. This year he was third at Brecksville and failed to place at the lronman -- both at 135# -- but did win at Hawken. Firem was a 10-4 loser toColjohn in last year' district finals, and suffered an early state loss. Like Wrobel, he's gotten much better with a title at North Canton and 3rds at Troy and Solon. Below this top trio are the excellent Shipman '-- up from 125# - district semi-finalist Drayer and the fast improving Vogel. Vogel was second at Firestone in a bit of surprise. Kerr, Wright, and perhaps Anderson (Elyria Catholic) are real long-shots.

State qualifiers Talmage, Jones, and Orsini head the Steubenville District which, while strong, may not match up well with other parts of the state. Talmage and Jones were both district runners-up who lost early while Orsini fared no better coming out of the third qualifying spot. Talmage was semi-finalist at 135# at Medina, but a huge loss to state champ Morgan sent him tail-spinning back to sixth place. Jones is one of the fine light and middle weights at Martins Ferry whose only loss was to Damien Foster in overtime. Youngen just missed state qualification last year, and may have moved past Orsini.

Meyer and Eichorn are light years ahead of anyone else at Xenia. Meyer is 15-1 with 13 falls this year with his only loss to Division I state runner-up Wandsnider, 7-2. Last year he entered the States with a 27-1 record and won three close bouts before losing a two overtime criteria decision when Kern rode him out. Eichorn, also a state qualifier, lost to Meyer by two at the districts and to Coljohn by criteria in the state quarterfinals. He beat Talmage by nine at that level. McDaniel, Grilliot, and Neer (Triad) are possibilities for the last spot.

135#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: JEFF BLANTON (SANDUSKY ST. MARY)

TOP CONTENDERS

2. Stratos (Mogadore)

3. Zientek* (Liberty Center)

4. Padgelek (Martins Ferry

5. Bushman (Delta)

6. Hassey (New Albany)

7. Erwin (Springfield NE)

8. Marcin (Aurora)

9. Sachs (Kansas Lakota)

10. Gearheart (Miami East) 

11. Kaminski (Cardinal) 
12. Cassady (Ontario)

13. Hatten (Hillside)

14. Grime (Archbold)
15. Sands (Hawken)

16. Timen (Beachwood)

17. Asterino (West Liberty Salem) 
18. Cuevas (Woodmore)

19. J. Sedgmer (Cadiz)

20. Davis (Chesapeake)

21. Wylie (Grandview Hts.)

22. Godbey (Lockland)

23. Morgan (Liberty Union)

24. Whaley (West Jefferson) 

25. Krendl (Delphos St. John) 

26. Dejesus (Clearview)

27. Wulber/Rismiller (Versailles)

* If Kern wrestles at 130#.

After looking at four well-stocked, powerful weight classes the field at 135# is not nearly at that high level. There is no one or two dominant wrestlers at 135# but, instead, a relatively wide assortment of potential contenders. Whenever I see a weight class with such characteristics I keep hoping that somehow it will all coalesce into some kind of meaningful pattern. That has not yet happened, at least for me, so I'm still struggling to understand the underlying dynamics of this particular situation.

By a narrow margin I'm choosing the experienced senior, Jeff Blanton, at this weight class. He and Schmidt were freshman stars three years ago, and both have gone on to great careers at St. Marys. While neither has won a state title both have come close and I believe it may be Blanton's turn now. He was third last year, losing to Anderson, and has compiled an excellent record in 1997. It appears likely that there'll be a lot of close bouts at 135#, and senior savvy will be crucial. Primarily wrestling at 140# he has won at St. Marys, St. Josephs, and both the Northwestern and SBC Duals -- with his comeback win over Conway, perhaps, the highlight of his year.

I've pushed Bushman ahead of two returning state qualifiers at Fostoria based on a sensational sophomore season. He won the mammoth GMVN A with a fall in the finals and impressive earlier victory over Division I state qualifier Taulbee, and was a strong third at Perrysburg losing only a one-point bout to Beard. Sachs qualified both his freshman and sophomore seasons, but missed out last year. Three years ago you could envision him as state champ, but somehow it just hasn't happened. Others have moved forward at a faster pace. State qualifier Cassady is also good and should have an opportunity for a possible low place. Grime has shown rapid improvement and should place at the district level while Cuevas, who certified at 125#, will have three weight class options to choose from. Both Krendl and teammate Gable have certified here, but the way I've lined it up both have an opportunity to qualify. Gable, though, might choose to drop since he inflicted Blanton's only loss at 140#, 9-8. Kleman (Lima Central Catholic), Sawmiller (Spencerville), Roush (Mohawk), Shawley (Tinora), and Hagemyer (North Baltimore) are other hopefuls. If Zientek were to compete here, he and Bushman would be the co-favorites to take the district title.

 The Elyria Catholic District has"a solid contingent of participants. Stratos has qualified at this class the last two years -- placing fifth and sixth respectively. A very strong wrestler he contests a lot of close, low-scoring bouts. My guess is that 135# may be a tough cut for him, but it does maximize his chance for a state title. State qualifiers Marcin and Hatten return, but I believe Kaminski has movesf ahead of the latter boy, and could well challenge Marcin, as well. He is 18-0, but, in fairness, probably does not wrestle a schedule as tough as Marcin's. Sands, not as well known as the others, has a 13-3 record, and upset Marcin 6-2. There will be plenty of other competition for Hatten's fourth spot with Time'n, DeJesus, and Kostyack

(Independence) in the hunt. Walker (Rootsown) took Marcin into overtime early in the season and has good upset potential.

Gearheart is a returning state qualifier who may have to struggle to qualify.

Erwin is flat out excellent -- he just missed state qualification in Division II last year, and his only loss is to Ty Morgan by a respectable 13-5 count. Asterino defeated Gearheart earlier in the year in overtime and is fast improving. Godbey and Asterino both have had recent successes with the former battling Meyer in a 23-17 loss and the latter winning at West Liberty Salem. Don't overlook the trio that qualifies at this district when they get to Wright State.

There are a lot of unknown variables at Steubenville. One certainty, however, is the return of district champion Padgelek who is the anchor for the excellent Martins Ferry team. Once-beaten this year at 140#, he has finalist potential at Wright State. Last year he won two state bouts, but lost to the champ and third-place finisher, by a total of three points. Hassey could be a major threat. A Division II state qualifier at 119# last year, he transferred to New Albany which wrestles a low profile schedule. He has been at 145#, but certified here, and this is the best opportunity.state-wide. After that it is a wide-open competition with a wide assortment of wrestlers and styles competing for the last two berths. Sedgmer won two district bouts last year while the high scoring Davis is always a threat. Morgan and Whaley have had two close bouts while Wylie has shown much improvement. Jefferis (Barnesville) is another hopeful as is Bair (Indian Valley).

140#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: ANTHONY RALPH (CHANEL) 
TOP CONTENDERS

2. Wallace (Valley View)

3. An. Tracy (Ayersville)

4. Roberts (Chagrin Falls)

5. Scroggy (Sandusky St. Mary) 
6. Woods (Elyria Catholic)

7. Timmons (Kansas Lakota)

8. Steffel (Tinora)

9. Mauser (Aurora)

10. Glaze (Marion Pleasant) 
11. Allen (Miami East)

12. Woodland (Grandview Hts.) 
13. Glover (Batavia)

14. L. Sedgmer (Cadiz)
15. Gable (Dephos St. John) 
16. Pajestka (Cuyahoga Hts.) 
17. Thomas (North Union) 
18. Hoff (Liberty Center) 
19. McPherson (Reading) 
20. Weaver (Martins Ferry)
21. Fletcher (Mohawk)

22. Scott (Malvern)

23. Carpec (Brookfield)

24. Hoffer (Mechanicsburg) 
25. Wheelock (Cardinal) 
26. Polk (Milbury Lake)

27. Barga (Versailles)

For the last seven years the Northwest and Northeast Districts have alternated winning the title at this weight class -- with the Northwest winning in all the even years.

So there could be a logic flow that leads to a choice from the Northeast District in 1997. And while it might appear that I followed that reasoning in choosing Anthony Ralph that whole exercise is pretty much irrelevant because he is one of the finest Division /II wrestlers in 1997 and would be an easy choice no matter what part of the state he lived in. An early signee with Kent State, Ralph has had a long and successful career at Chane I. As a freshman he vaulted from a district third place finish to the state finals on the strength of three narrow wins, before succumbing to the powerful Mescan. Then as a sophomore and hampered by injuries he got stuck in absolutely dynamite sectional finishing fourth and then failed at the district. Last year was make-up time and Ralph cruised to a state title at 130# with only a close semi-final bout with Perry causing any nervousness at all. This year he has been sensational at 140# winning at Solon, North Canton, and Troy. It's my view that the battle will be for second place.

The district at Elyria Catholic is solid, but there is certainly the opportunity for a long-shot to make headway. I believe Roberts certified at 135#, but has wrestled mainly at 140#. In fact, his only loss was in the finals at Richmond Hts. at 135#. He lost to Stratos last year by a single point 6-5, and this year his 17-1 record is impressive. Like Roberts, both Woods and Mauser are underclassmen with great youth wrestling backgrounds and improving high school performances. Woods lost a controversial 3-2 decision to state runner-up Janson at the CIT and finished a strong third. He was also first at the Tiffin and second at Avon Lake. He has picked up some real positive momentum recently. Mauser, a transfer from Orange, has been outstanding for Aurora with titles at Aurora and Mapleton and a third at South Florida. Pajestka will be right there if any of the top quartet falter even slightly. He missed .state qualification by one takedown last year. He won four bouts at Medina, but two losses to Roy Anderson kept him from placing. Besides those listed Jameyson (Wellington), Walton (Hawken), and Chernett (Beachwood) are solid performers.

There are three returning state qualifiers at Xenia but Wallace is by far the best. He qualified in Division /I last year, and will be much more of a factor here in 1997. He is undefeated in his area and was a very strong third at Medina losing only to Division I state champ Keaton Anderson (badly) and pinning state qualifier Lensman for third. His quickness makes him a particularly tough opponent. Allen and Glover were second and third at the 140# district level, but drew a blank in three state bouts the closest of which was 9-2. They are likely to qualify again, but may not have improved enough to have a significant impact on the outcome at Wright State. McPherson has the ability to supplant one of this top trio after an excellent season for Reading while Hoffer, Barga, Hummel (Brookville) and Keller (North College Hill) are long-shot possibilities.

State qualifier Glaze leads a relatively weak Steubenville District. He took titles at Bucyrus and West Jefferson and has placement potential. Woodland, whose older brother was state runner-up at 140#, may not yet be at the same level, but he is a strong performer. He gave Wallace a good 9-6 battle in the first round at Medina, and won at Hamilton Twp. Sedgmer, like his lighter brother, has had a fine year at Cadiz, but Thomas and Scott will challenge him. Also look for at least one surprise here with, perhaps, a Kaiser (Barnesville), Cahill (Madison Plains), or Thomas (Westfall) authoring it.

As always it's a crowded field at Fostoria. Ayersville always seems to have a rugged, physical squad and this year's edition is led by the Tracy brothers the elder of whom, Andy, is now a junior. He racked up 32 wins last year along with a district third place for state qualification. This year he defeated Grime and Hoff to take the "A" Classic, and also triumphed at a couple of smaller tourneys. He'll be challe"nged by the fast improving Scroggy who has come out of nowhere to be a real placement threat. His only loss was at 152 pounds and he has matched up well with tough competition like Sachs. State qualifiers Timmons and Steffel are both excellent with the former now seemingly on a hot streak after winning at Van Buren and Clyde while the latter has been uniformly good all year. Steffel has dominated a slightly weaker level of competition, and may not be as battle-hardened as some of the other top boys, Gable could be either here or at 135# and will probably be "on the bubble" at either location. Still he has very strong upset potential and will be a dangerous opponent. The young Hoff is also tough and could qualify while Fletcher and Polk need a little magic to make it.

145#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: BUTCH INGHRAM (STREETSBORO)

TOP CONTENDERS

2. Corder (Cadiz)

3. Wondo.lowski (Chanel)

4.  Baum (Sandusky St. Mary)

5.  Quaintance (Kansas Lakota)

6. Patzakis (Richmond Hts.)

7. Young (Cardinal)

8. Scharver (Sandy Valley)

9. Peterson (Garrettsville Garfield)

10. Lutton (Delta)

11. Perry (Batavia)

12. Wauford (Northwood)

13. Blankemeyer (Columbus Grove)

14. Masters (Triad)

15. Niederkohr (Carey)

16. Coleman (Crooksville) 
17. Drum (Amanda Clearcreek) 
18. Sabo (Mariemont)

19. Mull (Galion Northmor)

20. Davis (Chesapeake)

21. Esposito (Chagrin Falls) 
22. Young (Mechanicsburg) 
23. Isenhart (Waynedale)
24. Landis (Crestview)

25. Schierloh (Lockland)

This is a weight class that for the most is very tightly bunched and where the difference between tenth and twentieth is very small. I think they'll be a lot of "churning" at this class, and by that I mean where placement in sectionals may be totally different at the district level for the same boys. It's the kind of weight class where on a hot weekend somebody below my top ten could end up taking the title. Incidentally, in the last nine years in Division III that has happened only twice. That's right, of the last 119 weight classes contested in Division III only twice has someone outside of my Top Ten taken home a championship trophy. .

My top choice is the powerful senior, Butch Inghram, who was fifth last year at 140#. An outstanding wrestler, he had a knack for losing close bouts early in his career but he has become a consistent performer. He was a champion at Hudson and Aurora and a very fine second at Medina -- defeating Plowman, Edwards, and Gamby to reach the finals. There he gave the state champion Nakamura the only close bout he has had this year losing 4-3. It had all the earmarks of a excellently conceived game plan that was well executed.

The Elyria Catholic District is very strong. Wondolowski started the season slowly, but has accelerated the tempo recently. In order he was fifth at Solon, third at North Canton, fourth at Wadsworth, and first at Troy. He was one bout from state qualification last year. Patzakis, a Brush transfer, has returned to Richmond Hts. and made an immediate impact, finishing second at Richmond Hts., losing only to the excellent French. Young has been impressive all year and the win over Scharver at Jackson-Milton was a good indication of progress. That's four solid qualifying opportunities, but it ignores state qualifier Petersen who made it through last year. He will have to be in top form to replicate that performance. He was only third at Aurora and Jackson-Milton. Esposito also has a chance while Isenhart could also go. The latter boy won the Doylestown Invitational and then returned home with his family onlly to find that their house had burned down. .

State qualifier Corder lost a heartbreaking 1-0 first round overtime bout at Wright State and never got a second chance. This year he should be far more effective based on wins at Buckeye Local and St. Clairsville. He'll have the added advantage of a rather weak district field which should make securing his second state appearance relatively easy. About the only challenge should come from Scharver who Corder pinned in 74 seconds in last year's sectional final. Nonetheless, he looks to be second best, and wrestled although not scheduled against a lot of high-grade competition. The last two spots are wide open and you can expect a real free for-all behind the top pair.

It is also an unusually weak field at Fostoria. Generally there are three or four returning state qualifiers at this district, but only fifth place district finisher and state qualifier Brock Quaintance returns. Last year he scared eventual state champ Conor Whelan in the first round in a 17-13 bout, and then fell 8-7 in the first round of consolations. It's unusual to score 20 points in two bouts at the state level and lose both times. Actually, I believe Ronnie Baum has moved past Quaintance and may be the best this district has to offer. He has wrestled a rigorous schedule with tremendous success winning at the Panther and Fremont St. Joe tourneys and defeating Timmons handily in the dual meet. I believe his only loss was a 2-pointer to Division II DeLamatre. He lost a 12-9 decision for the fifth and last qualifying spot at 152# last year. He should place. The rest of the field will depend on having the "hot hand" to qualify. It Delta has a lot of team success it could provide Lutton with real momentum. The rest of those rated are all about equivalent and, perhaps, a little ahead of yet another group of six. .

Perry may be the best at Xenia, but he is really a 140-pounder displaced by state qualifier Glover. Masters also certified at 140#, but when he surveys the field there with three returning state qualifiers I think he'll move up to the far easier 145# class. Last year he won four district bouts only to miss out with a fourth place finish. Sabo and Schierloh also had multi-district wins while Young is a Triad transfer who has had a good season. You'll want to draw into this group of qualifiers in the first round.

152#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: TONY COOKE (ONTARIO)

TOP CONTENDERS

2. Miller (Hicksville)

3. Dick (Reading)

4. Clark (Union Local)

5; Cook (Aurora)

6. Tilton (Brookville)

7. Bragg (Wood ridge)

8. Charles (Wellington)

9. Arnette (Wellsville)

10. Sedivec (Elyria Catholic)

11. Sterling (Delphos St. John) 
12. Lejeune (Fremont St. Joseph) 
13. Hallam (Newark Catholic) 
14. Milby (Worthington Christian)

15. Seifert (Eastwood)

16. Marsh (Richmond Hts.)

17. Turner (Covington)

18. Schmidtgoessling (Lockland) 

19. Grinch (Shadyside)

20. Schultz (Kansas Lakota)

21. Morrison (Chagrin Falls)

22. Hoylman (West Liberty Salem)

23. Meisner (Mohawk)

24. Wigfield (Tusky Valley)

25. Evans (Elmwood)

26. Friscone (Columbia Station)

Quantum electrodynamics predicts (correctly it seems) that even a perfect vacuum continuously spawns particles and waves that spontaneously pop into and out of existence on an almost unimaginably short time scale. Under certain circumstances, such as near a black hole, these virtual particles that spontaneously pop out of a vacuum may suddenly be endowed with a real existence -- in essence matter appearing from nowhere. Now I'm not saying that the 152# weight class is a perfect vacuum, but I sure would like to see a couple of state championship candidates suddenly pop into existence here.

This is probably the weakest weight class in Division III with few returning wrestlers with state experience, and little in the way of new, towering participants. Nonetheless, it should provide a lot of close, high-scoring bouts since many of these wrestlers are evenly matched and most seem to be involved in a lot of double digit matches. The most logical choice would seem to be Tony Cooke who has quietly compiled an outstanding record the past two years. He is a returning district champ who entered Wright State with a 35-1 mark, and after a tense 7-6 loss to the eventual state champion in the quarter-finals, went on to post a fifth place finish. This year he has already won at West Liberty Salem and Marion Harding and was second (to Auker) at the Gorman. Ontario always seems to develop a couple of fine wrestlers each year and I think Cooke is the best of this season's crop.

Cooke may receive some of his fiercest competition from state placer Miller. He won three bouts at States last year for a sixth place finish. He was particularly impressive in outscoring Ganzhorn in his state placement bout. He won again this year at Stryker and was third at Sylvania Southview losing an overtime bout to Dusseau -competing then at 16°t!. He will be away from Cooke at States and could easily be a finalist.

The rest of the Fostoria District is unfathomable. I wasted 75 minutes setting up a matrix showing how the various contenders did against each other and ended up with what looked like a random scatter diagram. So armed with too many facts that fit no pattern I rated Lejeune, Seifert, Schultz, Sterling, Meisner, and Evans using what might be called the "best guess" methodology. Certainly, M. Miller (Hopewell-Loudon), Dangler {Wood more) , Froehlich (Coldwater), Ehrsam (Delta), or Shawley (Tinora) could just as easily be included. Part of the problem is that the Lake Sectional has virtually no contenders while the others have four or five. The district competition should be fascinating from the first round on.

Dick and Tilton are both excellent out 6f the Xenia District. The former is 16-1 with 11 falls and a strong second place showing at the tough Division I dominated SWOCA tourney. Reading has developed a fine team and Dick has become one of its important cogs. He was the district champ at 145# last year, and won one state bout. Tilton has also had a great year. He was second at Fairfield to Sellet (the same wrestler who beat Dick at the SWOCA but lost by five compared to two for Dick), and was third at GMWVA losing only to two-time Division I state qualifier, T. T. Davis. Tilton was fourth at last year's district (one spot from qualifying) which included an 8-4 loss to Dick. There is a huge quality fall-off after this duo.

The Steubenville is particularly weak at this weight class. Clark is a returning state qualifier, but after winning at Bellaire St. John he was third at Barnesville. Arnette is a possible challenger after dropping from 160# where he reached the district quarter-finals. He has won at St. Clairsville and Cameron this year, and is a solid choice to reach Wright State. The remainder is still kind of fuzzy and out of focus, but besides those listed watch for Crosier (Barnesville), Garrott (Sandy Valley) and Alexander (Grandveiw Hts.).

The Elyria Catholic District should be interesting. Cook has always seemed right on the edge of stardom, but has never quite hopped over that line. He had three falls at the district level last year (including one over Bragg in overtime), but ended up having to battle the eventual state champ in his go-to-state consolation bout. He was second at Aurora (losing to my 145# pick Inghram), second at South Florida (to the promising Lange), and first at Mapleton. He has strong placement potential. Bragg is, obviously, very close with Cook, but does not wrestle quite as strong a schedule. He had impressive wins at Norwayne and Wood ridge, and it will be interesting to see the outcome if he and Cook "lock horns" again. Charles won three bouts at Medina including a stunning defeat of the #1 seed in the first round. He also won at Black River and Buckeye and will be a factor here. Sedivec has always been a bit of a mystery, but a runner-up finish a both CIT and Columbia Station are worthy of notice. He was fifth at Tiffin and third at Avon Lake in a year that has seen him both up and down. Marsh is another of the good middleweights at Richmond Hts. It is heartening to see the rapid rejuvenation of that once great program, and it's amazing to ponder that such a small school produced 30 individual state champs. Nussbaum (Smithville) has an outside shot as do McKean (Black River), Frame (Waterloo), and DiDonna (VASJ).

160#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: BEN BADEN (ARCHBOLD) 
TOP CONTENDERS

2. Robinson (Manchester) 
3. Rowlands (Bishop Ready) 

4. Selsby (Oakwood)

5. Cordes (Liberty Center) 
6. Smith (Brookville)

7. Byerly (Grandview Hts.)

8. Tracy (Ayersville)

9. Sintobin (Delta) 
10. Miller (Caldwell)

11. B. Bryant (Cadiz)

12. Auerbach (Beachwood) 
13. Musselman (Batavia)

14. Wasiniak (Norwalk St. Paul)
15. Moyer (Sandy Valley)

16. Penson (Richmond Hts.) 
17. DiEgido (Aurora)

18. Wilson (Barnesville)

19. Wade (Loudenville)

20. Dempsey (Delphos St. John) 
21. McGill (West Liberty Salem) 
22. McFarland (Union Local) 
23. Moulton (Waterloo)

24. Endicott (Elmwood)

25. Wright (Hawken)

26. Kincaid (Waynesville) 
27. Studenak (Evergreen)

What are the odds of an underclassman who finishes as a state runner up winning a state title the next year? Or ever winning one? A more or less cursory examination would seem to indicate that the answer to the latter question is right around 50% or, perhaps, a little bit less. But it seems to improve at the higher weights possibly because fewer underclassman make the finals except as juniors. At any rate Baden will increase that sample this year and my belief is that he will end up on the side of those who do win. Last year Baden and Jerico Speelman had an ongoing battle in which the fourth meeting decided the state title. Speelman won them all starting with a 16-1 technical fall and eventually winning the last couple by 6-3 and 11-6 tallies. This year Baden should take that last step into the throne room against a moderately tough field. He has already won the "A" Classic at 160# as he reduces down from 171#. It probably is not the easiest cut, but the reward should be substantial.

Robinson will be a solid test for Baden. He was runner-up at Firestone and won at Hoban and Doylestown, but was unable to place at the brutally tough 160# division at Medina. A returning state qualifier Robinson, now a junior, seems clearly the best at Elyria Catholic. Auerbach is a bit of a mystery man to me, but he defeated Penson, 3-1, and won at Aurora. He fell one bout short of state qualification last year. Penson is also good with DiEgido, the Hudson runner-up, and Wade other good qualification options. Wright, who as I understand learned most his wrestling skills from his younger brother Mike, also has outside shot at Wright State as do Moulton, Goble (Black River) and Buchanan (Kirkland).

Baden faces a representative field at Fostoria. State qualifier is up three weight classes, but has remained very successful. He lost by five to Baden at the "A" Classic and was third (at 171#) at Hudson. Tracy is up from 145# where he lost the fifth place battle last year for the final berth by a heartbreaking 11-9 score. This year he was fourth at the "A" Classic trailing three returning state qualifiers and losing to two of them by relatively narrow margins (7-5 and 9-6). He has done well in the GMC and will be a factor here. Sintobin and Wasiniak are my choices for the last pair of Wright State tickets, but it is no sure thing. Dempsey and Endicott can score and Studenka (Evergreen) is another possibility.

It seems much more clear-cut at Xenia. State qualifiers Selsby and Smith have low state place potential and should qualify easily. Musselman was a solid fourth at the tough 160-pound class at the SWOCA -- losing twice to Wagers. He seems a solid choice for the third spot. This trio should do well at Wright State. Smith was sixth at this weight class while Selsby won a state bout. However there is still a significant gap between them and Baden -- who beat Smith 12-0 last year. Beside McGill and Kincaid, Wagner (Springfield Catholic Central) has qualification chances.

The Steubenv1l1e District looks to be in disarray with a number of inconsistent results "muddying the waters". Rowland was a state qualifier at 125# last year, and should he return to Wright 'State that six weight class jump, I believe, would be unprecedented (Bart Friedenburg will probably check this out). The largest jump in one year for a state qualifier both years that I remember is Eddie Potokar's five weight jump two decades ago. At any rate Rowlands will be a dangerous foe. He is a lighting quick 160-pounder while apparently having enough muscle to pin better than half his opponents. He'll be interesting to watch. State qualifiers Bryant, Miller and Byerly return, but they will have to be in top form to qualify. All three will be challenged by Moyer, Wilson, McFarland, Wickham (Tusky Valley), and Eichorn (Galion Northmor). It will be a crowded field where a single mis-step could eliminate a good wrestler in the first round. Wilson, for example, has an upset win over Bryant and Moyer has had a great season. Eldridge (Chesapeake) will be a dark horse here in a weight class teeming with good wrestlers.

171#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: ERIC CHEVALIER (BELPRE)
TOP CONTENDERS

2. Welch (Mapleton)

3. Davlin (Sandusky St. Mary) 
4. Ankney (Ayersville)

5. Studer (Mohawk)

6. Smith (Columbus Academy)
7. Roskovich (Bridgeport)

8. Morgan (Columbia Station) 
9. Overstreet (Black River) 
10. Sutter (Grandview Hts.) 
11. Bauer (Rootstown)

12. Magro (Indian Hills)

13. Kelly (Richmond Hts.)

14. Miller (Hawken)

15. Smith (Delta)

16. Boswell (Batavia)

17. Cramer (Monroe Central) 
18. Stevenson (Delphos S1. John) 
19. Br. Bryant (Cadiz)

20. Godbey (Lockland)

21. Thacker (Kansas Lakota) 
22. Howard (Woodmore)

23. Hopkins (Doylestown)

24. Reichert (Versailles)

25. Tank (Genoa)

One of the more compelling bouts that I witnessed this year was the 171# semi-final at Medina between two very fine wrestlers -- Jarrod Martin and Eric Chevalier. With the score tied at one in the third period, Martin relentlessly attacked using all his considerable takedown skills, and time and again he was turned away empty by Chevalier's raw power and athleticism. Twice I thought Martin was about to score, but it was not to be -- at least in regulation. Then in the overtime that trend continued but the pace began to tell on Chevalier and despite some valiant counter-attacks he eventually could withstand Martin no longer. A wonderful bout that dramatically illustrated how even a slight edge in conditioning can be leveraged into a winning advantage.

My guess is that Chevalier will be in better shape in March, but, at the same time, there is no one of Martin's quality here either. Chevalier is what Keith Jackson calls "a big old horse" on ABC football. He is already a three-time state qualifier and has finished third the last two years. There is a certain weird parallelism for both those finishes. In 1995 he lost early to Jerico Speelman and then came back to beat him for third. Last year he lost early to Jeremiah Speelman, and then came back to beat him for third. Fortunately, both Speelmans have graduated, but Chevalier has got to avoid that early-round loss that has often plagued him.

Much of Chevalier's roughest competition will come from the Northwest District. Davlin, Ankney and Studer are all experienced competitors with solid skills. Davlin, who just captured his 100th career victory, was a state qualifier as a sophomore, but last year, at 160#, lost a first round district thriller and never got back in. This year he has competed between 171# and 215#, but will likely wind up here. He won the Panther Classic at 189# and took the Fremont St. Joseph at 171#. His experience wrestling bigger stronger boys should help him against Chevalier. Ankney didn't compete at the district level last year, but has moved rapidly forward in 1997. He nipped Studer at the "A" Classic and was a big winner at Stryker. State qualifier Studer was also a placer at Medina, and like Chevalier, lost in the semi-finals. He was second at the "A" Classic and at Hopewell-Loudon -- losing the latter to Yost at 189#. He had a big 8-2 win over Roskovich for his only Wright State victory last year. These three all exit from different sectionals so the pairings should be good.

Below this trio are twice that number of potential qualifiers. It would seem to be a very fluid situation with none of that number having any kind of significant edge over the other. It should be noted that none of this group has come close to challenging the top group. Studer, for example, pinned Thacker and won technical falls over Stevenson and Conrad. Since four of the six came from the same sectional as Davlin. one will not even make it to the district level. That could give people like Philiphs (North Baltimore) or Gulch (Milbury Lake) some hope.

Welch has had a sensational year for Mapleton. A state qualifier at 152# last year, he has won four tournaments at 171# including the Gorman, Bucyrus, Mapleton, Tri-West, and Black River. He has been a finding way against any type of opponent and has to be the favorite for the district title. State qualifiers Overstreet and Morgan have both lost to Welch, but retain low state placement potential. Bauer was the titlist at Smithville and missed state qualification last year by one bout -- losing to Welch 8-2, in the consolation semi-finals. Miller suffered that same fate at 160# last year losing a ticket to Wright State by that identical score. He won at Cardinal.. but dropped a 11-9 final to Kelly at Hawken. These six all are state caliber wrestlers. Behind them are Hopkins, Lance (Norwayne), Bryant (Painesville Harvey), and Saunders (Cardinal). It should be an extraordinarily crowded field at Elyria Catholic.

There are, on the other hand, no returning state qualifiers at Xenia, and indeed, few recognizable names. Magro won at Madeira with a quick fall over Boswell and was a strong third at Edgewood losing an overtime battle in the semi-finals. He also defeated Delta's Jeff Smith while finishing seventh at the GMWVA. Godbey has certified at 160#, but when he reviews the district power at that weight I think he'll move to this more congenial class. I struggled coming up with names here so you can anticipate some surprises at the district level.

It's going to be very interesting at Steubenville. Chevalier should win, but expect him to be challenged at least one time. State qualifier Andy Smith has competed all year at 171#, but did keep his options open and certified at 160#. I think he'll choose this less crowded weight class as the vehicle for his second state tourney bid. Last year he was one of those sectional champs who lost in the first round to a fourth place finisher. He was carried into the consolation round where he won four times to finish third -- including a heart-stopping 12-10 overtime win in his go-to-state contest. He is rated #1 in the Columbus area this year. Roskovich could easily be a district finalist. He pinned Sutter earlier in the year and narrowly beat Bryant at Buckeye Local. He'll need to slow the early pace to stay close with Chevalier. Sutter, Cramer, and Bryant are the best shots for the last state berth with the pairings being critical. Payton (Madison Plains) could also be a factor.

189#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: JOHN HINTON (GALlON NORTHMOR) 
TOP CONTENDERS

2. Bostleman (Archbold)

3. Engel (Reading) 

4. Haar (Eastwood)

5. Christian (CVCA)

6. Kusmits (Manchester)

7. VanSickle (Liberty Center)

8. Troiano (Grandview Hts.)

9. Habbyshaw (Aurora)

10. Yost (Fostoria St. Wendelin) 
11. Schumacher (Monroe Central) 
12. Dew (Sandusky St. Mary)

13. Myers (Wellington)

14. Rogers (Waynedale)

15. Goldsbury (Ready) 
16. Everhart (Mohawk)

17. Antill (Caldwell)

18. Glass (Newbury)

19. Roach (Riverdale)

20. Hedges (Deer Park)

21. Tumblison (West Jefferson) 
22. Polasko (Independence) 
23. Harrison/Mann (Valley View) 
24. Steyer (Calvert)

25. Apking (Preble Shawnee)

In some sports there seems to be a regular process by which competitors become champions. Sports that feature judging like figure skating, gymnastics, and diving are ones where contestants more or less pay their dues and then work into an orderly progression to the top. When a champion moves on the person who has been finishing second seems almost automatically to move up to the top spot. It doesn't work that way in wrestling. Although I suspect John Hinton wishes it did.

Hinton was fourth last year at 189# finishing behind three seniors. If this were a hereditary monarchy he'd be next in line, and while that may eventually prove to be true it isn't going to be easy. Last year Hinton had three falls on his way to a district title and entered the fray at Wright State with a 34-1 mark. In a titanic semi-final battle with eventual champ Chapman, Hinton was ridden out in the second overtime period and eventually finished fourth. This year he has wrestled a very demanding schedule finishing fourth at Medina and second at the Gorman to go along with two other tourney titles. I don't think Hinton was at his best at Medina losing in the second round, but I was impressed by five straight consolation wins against tough competition including two in overtime. Mark him up as the favorite at 189#. .

Much of Hinton's competition will come from the Northwest District. Bostleman got the last qualifying spot at 171# last year, but lost a tough 14-9 struggle to Chevalier in the first round. Now a junior he has made a quantum jump forward and has title hopes. He was in complete control at the "A" Classic while defeating a representative field. Haar is at about the same level. A state qualifier at 189# last year he lost to Hinton in the quarter-finals 10-4. This year he's taken titles at Sylvania Southview, Waite and Northwood, but has not wrestled many highly rated contenders. I'm not sure what to expect from VanSickle. Early in the year he pinned Bostleman and defeated Dean Taylor, but Bostleman got his revenge with a 9-5 win at the "A" Classic and VanSickle was only sixth at Hudson. Clearly we're dealing with a dangerous opponent who can score points and gain falls, but who can also be handled if given appropriate attention and respect. Last year he finished sixth at the district and did not qualify for Wright State.

Behind this top trio lurks another dangerous trio of competitors. Yost lost two one-point district bouts last year -- including one to VanSickle - and did not qualify. This season he pinned the powerful Studer to win at Hopewell-Loudon, and lost only a 3-2 bout to Davlin at the Northwest Duals. Dew is another one of those Sandusky St. Mary's wrestlers (like Baum and Scroggy) who have made enormous progress in the last year. He'll be a small 189-pounder, but has solid qualification chances. Everhart could well return to 215# by tourney time where he lost an overtime bout to reach Wright State. His qualification chances might be slightly better at 215#, but at Wright State his chances of placing go up at 189#. Well, decisions like that are why high school coaches bring down the big bucks.

There are five other possibilities in this crowded field. I've rated Roach and Steyer, but Dell (Spencerville), Sham hart (Huron) and Kirian (Arcadia) are long-shot contenders. Each has manufactured at least 'one important placement, but they'll need some excellent fortune to qualify.

Two-time state qualifier Engle is a powerhouse out of Xenia. He had placement potential last year as a sophomore, but wasn't allowed to wrestle because of a disputed skin rash. This year he pinned in the SWOCA finals and crushed the field at Reading. His only close battle was to Division I Perry at Sycamore which Engle won by a point. He is currently 18-0 with 14 falls. No one else here can touch him or will be a factor at the state level.

Hinton should meet moderate opposition at his district in Steubenville. Troiano is a returning state qualifier but he won only one bout at Medina. Many in this field have district experience, but have not had scintillating seasons so far in 1997. Schumacher and Antill (coming off a serious car accident) come from small schools who have produced excellent wrestlers at this class. Baker (Bridgeport) is another option beyond those rated.

There have been some unusual results coming out of the Northeast District. The aptly name Christian put on a powerful display in winning at Firestone including a fall in the final. His bout with Alan Charity in the second round was probably the feel good pairing of the year. He also won at CVCA and Cardinal in overpowering style, but somewhere he has three losses. I'm having trouble gauging where he should fall in the rating, but it would seem to be very high. Last year his district action was limited to one bout as he lost to eventual state qualifier Morgan 4-3 and didn't get back in. Kusmits is also very good. He won two bouts at Mentor before losing to the mighty Zerkle and falling in overtime to my top choice Hinton. At Firestone Kusmits wrestled a far tougher schedule than Christian to reach the finals including wins over Scislo and Good and a 15-0 technical fall over state qualifier Rogers. He did win titles at Hoban and Doylestown. Last year he failed to get out of his sectional losing his crucial bout to Christian.

Habbyshaw has made a lot of progress this year after missing state qualification .by one bout last year. He won at Aurora and South Florida and was a strong third at Hudson. Myers has been very strong for Wellington, and provides a possible fourth qualifier. That would leave the only returning state qualifier, Steve Rogers, out of luck. Yet, right now Rogers is in real trouble. He has struggled all year and people like Glass and Polasko are also breathing down his neck, Other contenders could be Schreiber (Cuyahoga Hts.), Householder (Hillsdale), Matuska (Gilmour), and Lytle (Loudonville) -the latter almost certainly a distant relative of mine.

215#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: BOBBY SCHLATTER (DELTA)
TOP CONTENDERS

2. Wonderly (Hicksville)

3. Bauer (Grandview Hts.) 

4. Smider (Jackson-Milton)

5. Collins (Waynesville)

6. Leonard (Hamler Patrick Henry) 
7. Wolf (Reading)

8. Snyder (Grand Valley)

9. Russo (Chanel)

10. Wymer (Malvern)

11. Chappell (Streetsboro)

12. Daring (Carey)

13. Hershberger (Garaway)

14. Orr (Blufton)
15. WIlhelmy (West Salem NW) 
16. Beccara (Woodmore)

17. Hadlock (Black River)

18. Weyer (North College Hill) 
19. Basford (Shenendoah)

20. Benecke (Archbold)

21. Bolon (Martins Ferry)

22. Wesson (West Liberty Salem) 
23. Dishong (Nelsonville York) 
24. Drysdale (Gilmour)

25. Stewart (Batavia)

26. McGee (Monroeville)

27. Rizzo (Marion Pleasant)

There are just some performers that as soon as you see them you realize that they've been given an inordinately large portion of strength, coordination, and balance. This immediate insight seems particularly acute when dealing with big men -- perhaps, because it stands in sharp contrast to the normal run of men that size. It was so easy to know immediately that a Luke Fickell or a Mike Buddie were destined to be superstars - not only in wrestling but in football or baseball as well. And so it is with Bobby Schlatter -- you knew right away that he was going to win some state titles. He was sixth as a sophomore at 215# with 37 wins. Last year he finished 35-1 and cruised to the title winning his first three bouts quickly and then wrestling a conservative final bout for the title. If memory serves his only loss was for an illegal slam. This year he's won everything including a stint at heavyweight where he won the Perrysburg title. Like Schroeder last year, the only thing that can stop him is an injury.

This will also be Wonderly's third state qualification at 215#, and he knows Schlatter well enough to keep it close. They could meet three times this year at the sectional, district, and state finals. Wonderly missed state placement by one bout as a sophomore (a loss to Schlatter) and last year took third. He had four falls at the "A" Classic and won handily at Stryker and Sylvania Southview. Something of an unknown quantity is Kasey Leonard, who transferred from Findlay, and immediately began winning a lot of one-sided bouts. He is apparently anxious to get a shot at Schlatter. The rest of the district is a workmanlike group which might also contain the aforementioned Everhart.

The Xenia District will provide three first-rate representatives at 215#. State qualifier Collins returns after a district third last year which included three falls. He had a tough draw at States and lost his only bout. He has wrestled at both 215# and heavyweight with his only loss in the heavyweight finals at West Jefferson. .Wolf was a state qualifier at this class two years ago getting knocked out by Wonderly in an early round. Last year he dropped to 189# and missed qualification by a point. This year he was first at Reading, but third at Sycamore and sixth at the SWOCA (in a very tough field). Weyer was a district semi-finalist last year, who has fashioned a 10-2 mark so far in 1997 including a final round fall at Summit Country Day. Stewart and, particularly, Wesson are other contenders.

State qualifiers Bauer and Wymer head a relatively thin Steubenville District. Bauer was sixth last year and should improve upon that this season. He is undefeated outside of Medina where he placed a solid fourth. One of the problems for Bauer is that to be the champion you'll have to beat both Wonderly and Schlatter because they exit the same district. That will be a daunting task. I don't believe anyone but the top duo have much of a chance of placing at the state level so the fun will be in the getting there. Besides those listed look for Rusch (Berne Union) and Bender (Caldwell).

There is at least a hint of mystery at Elyria Catholic along with some placement potential wrestlers. Smider was listed, apparently in error, as a senior last year in both the district and state programs, but he is wrestling again -- and very effectively. He went "two and out" at Wright State but that's unlikely to happen again -- if he reaches the States. Last year he won the two critical consolation bouts to reach Wright State with double overtime criteria wins. You can't cut it much closer than that. He has already won three tourneys this year. Russo is a placement wrestler who, up to now, rarely is a finalist. He was third at Troy and North Canton and sixth at Solon. He is, however, a dangerous pinner who has wrestled much tougher competition than most of the field. Snyder and Chappell look to be next in line but Wilhelmy and Hadlock (a great name for a wrestler) have split two bouts this year and are very viable qualification candidates. Drysdale and DeGraff (Painesville Henry) must also be watched. The mystery deals with the return of Mick Otero. As a sophomore Otero was a district qualifier at 171#. Then he had a brilliant All-State season as a running back for Independence and did not wrestle his junior season. Unfortunately, he missed his entire senior football season with a knee injury effectively dooming Independence's title hopes. After a long rehabilitation he has just returned to take a forfeit win at 215#. He is a brilliant athlete but a two year layoff and a serious injury are usually not a potent wrestling combination. Nonetheless, his athleticism can only be ignored at your own risk.

HVY.

PROJECTED CHAMPION: DEAN TAYLOR (DELTA) 
TOP CONTENDERS

2. Turner (Kirtland)

3.McGill (West Liberty Salem)

4. Busdeker (Woodmore)

5. Stryker (West Jefferson)

6. Pence (Greenview)

7. McDonald (St. Thomas Aquinas)

8. Blandin (Milbury Lake)

9. Connor (Berkshire)

10. Campana (Steubenville Cent. Cath.)

11. Yost (Norwayne)

12. Vavrek (Cuyahoga Hts.)

13. Mazur (Margaretta)

14. Clepper (Batavia)
15. Davis (Carey)

16. Thomas (Black River) 
17. Wilson (Bellaire St. John) 
18. Dawson (Wellington) 
19. Breniser (Madison Plains) 
20. Krill (Edgerton)

21. Dick (Berne Union)

22. Doty (Bluffton)

23. Groves (Barnesville) 
24. Rose (Streetsboro)

25. Reichert (Versailles) 
26. Krisha (New London) 
27. Kiba (Smithville)

One of the fascinations with the heavyweight classification, I believe, is the fact that spectators see a wider assortment of body sizes than at other classes. Differences are not only immediately apparent, but they are magnified by the size of the contestants -- which varies far more than at any other classification. This was even more marked in the days before the 275# limit was established for all heavyweights. You could then go to the state meet and see, for the first time, a 6'8" 390-pound Vernon Broadnax or a 350-pound liT-Bone" Steele and the entire arena would be fixated on their bout. A crowd is most often driven to a frenzied pitch when they get personally involved in a heavyweight battle between a 200-pounder and a huge 275-pound behemoth. It's been so apparently from the days of David and Goliath and it's likely that this old, but always exciting, drama may well be played out in Divjsion III.

The choice here has rather annoyingly fastened itself in a part of my mind such that daily it comes forth to gnaw at my normal good nature. I spent half a automobile trip to Pittsburgh trying to make up my mind, but it just hasn't become clear. I see three possibilities.

First, is Dean Taylor who as a buttery 21 a-pound freshman ended up as state heavyweight runner-up to fearsome Corey Estell. Taylor has tremendous youth experience and an indomitable will to win. He's in great shape and has some neat little shots that will score. When you see him walk on the mat to face some hairy-chested Adonis it's hard to believe that he's the favorite -- but it's generally true. Last year Taylor won the Fostoria District with a 9- 5 win over Busdeker. Then at Wright State facing one of the weakest fields in memory there was an unbalanced draw which really benefited Taylor, as well. Finally, he wrestled solid defensive bouts - winning three until Armageddon arrived in the form of Estell. This year Taylor has primarily competed at 189#. He won the GMVWA and Perrysburg, but has also struggled with consistency and speed at the lower weight. Apparently he will compete at heavyweight.

Turner on the other hand is a classic athlete. At 6'5" and 250 solidly distributed pounds he has the look of a winner. Last year as a sophomore he qualified for Wright State at 215# and went 2-2 losing to Schlatter and Wonderly. This year he was third at Medina -- splitting two bouts with the excellent Tony Brown. I'm not sure that he'll be able to penetrate Taylor's clever defenses and score against him.

McGill was sixth last year at heavyweight including a 3-1 overtime loss to Taylor. A solid, blocky 247# he upset Busdeker at West Liberty Salem 3-1 this year. McGill was an overtime loser at the GMVWA finals to Edwards, but did well against a representative field.

Taylor's only real challenger at Fostoria is likely to be Busdeker -- who, as mentioned, he defeated last year. However, when you're giving up to 65 pounds like Taylor all of your opponents are dangerous. Busdeker, as runner-up, got into the tough half of last year's state draw and lost to Estell (14-9), his closest bout, and Cameron. Blandin is probably third best and has excellent size. Mazur and Davis are my favorites for the last two spots but Krill, Doty, and Krisha could also playa role in the final outcome.

McGill will.likely be joined by a pair of 275-pounders at Xenia. State qualifier Pence and Clepper were both victimized by McGill last year, but they are dangerous at both the district and state level. Clepper was fifth at the SWOCA (losing to Strassell twice), and won at Oakwood, Batavia, and Madiera. Pence's most impressive win was a final round fall at Bellbrook over the excellent Gene Smith.

There are no returning state qualifiers ,at the relatively weak Steubenville District. However, Cory Stryker has medium to high placement potential based on an excellent 1996-97 season. He won at North Union and was second to Jones at Bishop Ready. Campana and Wilson are top probability items for two other spots but the last one is really wide. .

As at most of the upper weight classes there has been in the Northeast District a lot of contradictory scores at heavyweight -- perhaps a carry over from last year. Turner seems a clear favorite, although at heavyweight surprises happen frequently.

McDonald has been impressive since dropping to Division III while Connor has lots of experience. Last year he was a district semi-finalist, but then lost twice -- the second time to Yost in the go-to-state bout. This year he defeated Yost while winning at Cardinal and also triumphed at Jackson Milton, but was third at West Geauga. Yost has won a number of smaller tourneys and this state qualifier is now near 270 pounds. Vavrek placed at Medina beating some good people. Like Conner, he was a district semi-finalist last year before losing two bouts on Saturday afternoon. State qualifier Thomas will need to pick up the pace, but has the ability to do so. He and Yost were third and fourth in their Sectional, but made it to Wright State. This year Thomas has lost at least four times.

Division III 

TEAMS

1. Delta -- This is the only team that could run away with the title, but my guess is that Sandusky St. Mary will battle them tooth and nail to the wire. In fact, my super-secret and always accurate team formula shows Delta behind by a few points. It is interesting that Delta's 1989 state title team scored 96 pQints and 1996 champs recorded 95% -- and, honest injun', my formula pegs them at 96 this year. Taylor and Schlatter will score huge quantities at the last two weights, while Carrizales, Bushman, Druschel and Sintobin can contribute earlier. Lutton, Smith and Vergote could possibly help, but they'd be better off with Stutz at 103# rather than 119#. An excellent with a chance to be the second Division III team to breach the 1 DO-point barrier. (The record is 119 points by Bishop Ready in 1982 with 119 points -- amazing in that they only awarded four places in 13 weight classes.)

2. Sandusky St. Mary -- If Coach Roth can get everyone at the right weight and maximize individual productivity, St. Mary's has more firepower than Delta. State champ Opfer and state placers Blanton and Schmidt lead the way, and Davlin has had a great year to help out. What's crucial is that Scroggy, Baum and Dew who have improved dramatically continue to produce. If Finneran can qualify at 103# he, too, can score at the state level. Watch out, Delta.

3. Archbold -- A team built around three potential finalists -- Forward, Baden and Bostleman -- that has other potential resources, too. Wyse, Grime, Eicher and Benecke are all possibilities and a couple of extra state scorers would make it a three-way battle for the top spot.

4. Chanel-- They always have a great tournament team and this year is no exception. State champion Ralph is the leader with Wrobel close behind. They'll need points from Firem, Wondolowski and Russo to take them any further.

Independence -- This is a team that could move a number of places either way. Zoloty and Allega should be finalists and Coljohn placed last year. There are a lot of long-shot possibilities like Polakso and Kostyack, but the hidden resource could be Otero.

5. Streetsboro -- The powerful threesome of Inghram, Wentz and Gerak should be worth around 60 points -- if all goes well. Then the upper weights will have to "kick in" with Rose, Chappell, or Rutherford. Maybe Kuchta could also be a helper.

6. Reading -- A team that has been on an upward spiral that could peak this year. State runner up Meyer and Engel are the main cogs, but there is a solid chance of help from Wolf, Dick and McPherson. Dick, in particular, can become a high volume scorer. A relatively easy district should provide good first round state pairings.

7. Grandview Hts. -- An excellent dual meet team that has proven they can get wrestlers to the State tournament - but they have not convinced me that they can score there. They return six state qualifiers and have added the excellent Lorenz as well. Once they get the "hang" of winning state bouts, they could easily be in the top five.

8. Libertv Center -- If Kern is healthy, this team could reach the top four or five. Kern is the defending state champion, while Zientek and Cordes have previous state experience. Put in the excellent Van Sickle and hope for points from Brink and Hoff, and who knows what will happen.

9. Elvria Catholic -- This is a team that still starts no seniors and should be a powerhouse next year. Burnett, the defending state champ, is the keystone; but Woods is really progressing, while Cecil, Sedivec and Anderson know how to win. This is a prelude for the big push next year.

10. Aversville -- A team that may have trouble getting enough wrestlers to Wright State. Ankney and the Tracy brothers are very good, but Weidenhamer and Teegarden may not be quite good enough.
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