1996 High School Wrestling

Forecast 25th Annual Edition


DIVISION I

103#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: SHAUN SMITH (MASSILLON PERRY)

TOP CONTENDERS

2. Wilcox (Oak Hills) 

3. Kulczycki (St. Edward)

4. Stickel (Gahanna Lincoln)

5. Ratliff (Marion Harding)

6. Barrett (Toledo Libbey)

7. E. Vennon (Pickerington)

8. Nettle (Massillon Jackson) 

9. Saley (Akron Springfield) 

10. Chavez (Groveport Madison) 

11. Skoch (Madison)

12. Peretti (Boardman)

13. Roy (Fairfield)

14. Griffey (Sylvania Southview)

15. Zielinski (Cincinnati Moeller)

16. Caruso (Brecksville) 

17. Ramirez (Kettering Fairmont)
18. Slaby (Maple Hts.)

19. Bloomfield (Tiffin Columbian) 
20. Tracy (Cloverleaf)

21. Iori (Cincinnati Elder)

22. Seifullah (Shaw)

23. Collins (Cincinnati St. Xavier)

While many pundits have -- correctly I believe -- argued that wrestling in Ohio in 1996 does not reach its usual standard of quality, that would certainly be difficult to prove if one only examined this first weight class. It is very unusual that three of last year's place winners and three other State qualifiers all return at 103#. In addition, there are the usual excellent freshmen making for a very exciting and competitive weight class. The top quintet, in particular, are exceptional and should provide some of the best match-ups in the entire State tourney process.

Leading the way is senior Shaun Smith, who came so very close to winning it all last year. Both he and defending State champ Tomazz Wilson entered the finals completely undefeated and their confrontation could not have disappointed even one spectator. In a match with surges by both boys, Smith had Wilson on his back several times, but could not apply the clincher and lost in the last 20 seconds 14-12. One of the 10 best State finals we have ever telecast. This year Smith has shuttled between 103# and 112#, with far more success at the lower weight class. He won the lronman at 103# and the Medina at 112#, but was 2nd to McCampbell at Alliance. A strong favorite at the beginning, his advantage now would be much smaller.

Wilcox, too, was completely undefeated until the State semi-finals when Smith crushed him 10-1. He eventually ended up 5th with a win over Kulczycki. As he did last season, he has totally devastated his southwestern competition, while winning at the SWOCA, GMVWA and St. Xavier. While all three are strong tourneys, Wilcox won in the three finals 16-1, 18-3 and  :07. I am sure he would be better served wrestling tougher competition, but there isn't that much around in the entire state.

Kulczycki, also a sophomore, is not as physical as the first two, but is a marvelous technician. Smith has defeated him three times in the last year, but the last two margins, 3-1 and 7-5, no longer suggest domination. Kulczycki was 6th last year, while this season he was 5th at Reno, 2nd at the lronman and 1 st at Medina.

Stickel, tall and very slender, has finally grown into the weight class in his senior year. No longer the 94 pound terror, he will be a major challenge to the top three. Kulczycki beat this State qualifier on a very late third period takedown, 3-1, to hand him his only defeat this season. At Wright State last year, Kulczycki won a 3-2 squeaker in the first round and his subsequent loss to Smith eliminated Stickel.

One important point. All four come from different districts, so the pairings should be great since each, except Stickel, should dominate his district. At Hilliard, Stickel must get by the precocious freshman Ratliff and the powerful Barrett.

There is good depth at Perry, but none of this group should severely challenge Smith. His long-time rival, Nettle, is probably next best here -- he was 2nd to Adkins at Wadsworth. The freshman Saley and the fast-improving Peretti should battle for the third and last spot, with the experienced Tracy also in the hunt. Sikora (Glen Oak) and Pavkov (Barberton) have slim chances to qualify.

Kulczycki dominates an uncharacteristically weak Mentor District. Often five or six of the competitors here make my top 10 list, but this time only Kulczycki reaches that stature. I've listed some potential qualifiers, but I'm probably going to be embarrassed when folks who made none of my endless lists earn tickets to Dayton. The incredibly tall Fuqua (Amherst) or Smith (Mentor) might be the ones to do that.

Wilcox will have it all his own way at Centerville. State qualifier Zielinski has so far hit some real snags this year, and could have problems qualifying. The race for the last three spots is wide open, but eventual State placement is not in the cards for the lucky trio.

Most of the District competition will be at Hilliard. Now that he is at 103#, Barrett has begun to dominate opponents again as his convincing win at Waite amply demonstrates Stickel, however, is likely to outslick him. The real future superstar here is the freshman Ratliff. I'm convinced we're witnessing the beginning of what will be a great career when we watch this youngster compete. He beat State placer Frederick to win at Galion (112#), lost to State runner-up Smith in two overtimes at the Gorman (112#), was 1st at Sylvania Southview over Barrett (103#), and crushed the field at Marion

Harding with all falls (103#) and defeated my Division III choice Opfer to win at Alliance (103#). He's exceptionally good, and this 9th grader is particularly dangerous since he has nothing to lose in tourney action. I'm sure it's been a tough cut for Vennon to make 103#, but it could provide Pickerington with some vital team points and Eric with a possible low place. Other possibilities besides those mentioned are Wensinger (Fremont Ross), Spitzer (Grove City) and Owens (Mansfield Madison).

112#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: JOE DiMICHELE (GARFIELD HTS.)

TOP CONTENDERS

2. McCampbell (Franklin Hts.) 
15. Comstock (Sylvania Southview)

3. Eckles (East Liverpool) 
16. Key (Vandalia Butler)

4. Hill (Cincinnati Princeton) 
17. Gray (Dayton Wayne) 
5. Sharpley (Shaker Hts.) 
18. Walls/Roggeman (Sandusky)

6. Billow (Nordonia) 
19. Hosty (Westerville North)

7. B. Byers (Hudson)
20.  Percifull (West Carrollton)

8. Merrell (Mansfield) 
21. Bauman (Bowsher)

9. George (Westlake) 
22. Wright (Tri-Valley)

10. Barringer (Howland) 
23. Alicea (Lorain Southview)

11. Bogen (Lebanon) 
24. Abella (Northland)

12. T. Vennon (Pickerington) 
25. Mayer (Cuyahoga Falls)

13. EI-Hayer (Boardman) 
26. McCreary (Wadsworth) 

14. Jackson (Hamilton)
27. Oehringer (Harrison) 
I've really struggled trying to find exactly the right choice for the weight class, but somehow I can't make it quite all fit together. A major reason for that is that the pairings will be absolutely vital, and no one can foresee how that will eventually work itself out. Pairings are very often important, but never more so when there is a great diversity of styles. The 112# class is a solid group of top contenders, but none are real standouts and all win in very different ways. One important ingredient will be winning a District title. Last year 37 of the 42 (88%) State champs were also District winners, emphasizing the high correlation between the two tourneys.

The powerhouse district is at Mentor. DiMichele, 2nd as a sophomore and 3rd last year, is a smart, canny wrestler who thrives on one-point victories. He holds victories over Eckles and Hill, but is not the dominating wrestler who wins a lot of easy bouts. He will have to be extremely focused and gain good pairings to win. Right behind him at Mentor is Kore Sharpley, who lost an overtime bout to then State runner-up Brent Thompson in this go-to-State bout last year. At one time, Sharpley was at the top of my list, but his lack of State experience may be issue. He is a super athlete, who somehow struggles in his rare close bouts, and that could be a real flaw at 112#. Nevertheless, he still has a great chance at a State title. State qualifier Billow is also excellent with a wide array of moves, many of which lead to back points against the unwary. Only a sophomore, his time may not yet be here, but he could very easily upset any of my top quintet. Byers is also excellent and lost his go-to-State bout by one point last year. He and Billow are old rivals and they serve as a nice counterpoint to the top duo. This top Mentor quartet, all rated in the top seven of the state, all emerge from the Garfield Hts. Sectional; meaning that there is absolutely no margin for error, even during the first week of the tournament process. The excellent George and Alicea are both potential qualifiers as well, and will take advantage of even the smallest slip by the top foursome. George, in particular, lost to Billow 8-6 in the consolation semi-finals at Mentor, indicating how close he was to Wright State last year. Currently he is 15-2.

Eckles should dominate at Perry. A fourth place finisher at Wright State at 103#, he split a pair of bouts with DiMichele. This year he won at the OV AC, but withdrew at Medina in what would have been an interesting test. He defeated Hill in overtime last year, but it's difficult to gauge his level of improvement this year. State qualifiers Barringer and Wright also return, but could struggle with EI-Hayek and McCreary.

I was very impressed with McCampbell at 119# at Medina, and he will clearly be a devastating 112 pounder. His big win at Alliance gave ample evidence of that -especially coming against State runner-up Smith. I would rate he and DiMichele as co-favorites with either one coming out on top -- if they can get by all those clamoring right below them. Last year McCampbell was 1-2 at Wright State, losing to three-time place winner Boerner and two-time place winner Henderly. There won't be many losses this year. Merrell is another returning State qualifier and, perhaps, the most consistent pinner in the weight class. He has spent a lot of time at 119# with reasonable success -- 5th at Alliance, 1st at Marion Harding, and 1st at the Gorman. I'm anxious to see more of him at 112#. State qualifier Vennon has remote placement chances, while Walls / Roggeman, Comstock, Hosty and Abella are in the qualification hunt. Also look for Icenhour (Hilliard), Barboza (Maumee), Freeman (Marion Harding) and Rice (Toledo St. John).

Hill is another possible champ. He lost close bouts to Eckles and DiMichele at Wright State last year, but he has clearly made great improvement. He won the SWOCA with a 38 second fall and the St. Xavier with a 10-7 victory at 119# over an Illinois State place winner. He is currently undefeated and seems primed for one last run at a title. He is the leader of a Cincinnati Princeton program that, in recent years, has developed a "boat load" of fine wrestlers. From a distance, at least, they look like the best dual meet team in the Southwest with a great number of possible State qualifiers. The rest of the 112s at Centerville will struggle beyond the first round at Wright State.

119#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: BRENT THOMPSON (WALSH JESUIT) 

TOP CONTENDERS
2. Je. Moore (Westland)

3. Brady (Cincinnati Elder) 

4. Homon (Dublin Scioto)

5. M. Nash (Uniontown Lake)

6. Lentz (Mentor)

7. Linberg (Fairfield)
8. S. Nash (Canton McKinley)

9. Kich (Strongsville)

10. lacaboni (Nordonia)

11. Campbell (Tecumseh)
12. Shawk (North Canton) 

13. Grant (Sandusky)

14. Mitchell (Holland Springfield) 

15. Highsmith (Toledo Start) 

16. Alvarado (Lorain Southview) 

17. Szymal (Dublin Coffman) 

18. Boyd (Ashland)

19. Ptacek (Medina)

20. Sommer (West Carrollton)

21. Branham (Grove City)

22. Poland (Greenville)

23. Bragga (Athens)

24. Kovatch (Westlake)

25. Paisz (Wadsworth)

Somehow my perspective of Thompson is always that of a valiant underdog whose tenacity and heart somehow bring him out on top almost miraculously a high percentage of the time. He always seems a little smaller than his opponent; not as strong and maybe a little overmatched. And yet he was 2nd as a sophomore and 3rd last year with an overall 8-2 State record that shows losses only to State champs Wilson and Doerrer. So it's only natural that I have looked all around the State to identify the 119# champion and keep coming back to Thompson. He was 1st at both Medina and Alliance, 5th at Reno and 3rd at the lronman, but is undefeated against Ohio wrestlers. The key to victory will be tremendous focus since Thompson can be manhandled by some of the big 119s, and sometimes looks a little shaky in the early rounds.

This is not a strong weight class, and none of the four districts could be classified as deep. In every district there are a couple of top contenders followed by a whole host of journeyman performers -- some of whom, because of a good draw, a hot weekend and favorable breaks will qualify. For example, at Mentor there are a number of possibilities. I think Kich and Lentz are next best to Thompson. Though Kich has certified at 112#, I see him avoiding the crowd there and staying right where he's been successful. He beat both Sharpley and Lentz at Brecksville. Somehow, Lentz has never quite "maxed out," but he has excellent ability. lacaboni -- if he's at this weight -would be a high percentage qualification choice, while Alvarado and Kovatch are another level down. I've become very confused watching the peregrination of the lacaboni boys from weight to weight, drifting from 119# to 140#. One thing that I do know is that they are both excellent and a handful at any weight class. Hronek (St. Edward), Lange (Nordonia), if lacaboni is elsewhere, and Cruz (North Ridgeville) are other possibilities.

The Perry District could have an all Nash final if State qualifiers Shawn and Matt wrestle at their highest levels. Both have good credentials with Matt, in particular, having a fine 1995-1996 season. He was 2nd at Alliance and 3rd at Wadsworth in tough fields. Shawn has had an excellent January and could grab the third and last spot. His recent 15-4 win over State qualifier Coe was one of his season's highlights.

I envision the 119s at Centerville as still in a kind of Brownian motion. Banging into each other at random intervals and then drifting. Former State qualifier Brady has been by far the most consistent performer finishing, 1st at the SWOCA and CIT and 2nd at GMVWA. Last year he won but one District bout, but has bounced back this year in high style. After him Linberg, Campbell, Sommer, Poland and Dizon (Dayton Wayne) look next best.

Two of Thompson's toughest competitors should come from the Hilliard District. Moore, in particular, could be a real force at this weight class -- assuming that he fits comfortably into it. He has been at 125# much of the year with a strong 2nd at the GMVWA, a 14-0 win over Grant to win the Panther Classic, and a 5-2 win over the outstanding McClanahan to win at Franklin Hts. He was at 125# last year and had a very poor District, but has turned that situation completely around. Homon is another late bloomer who has really made strides in 1995-1996. He was 3rd at Alliance losing only to Thompson in a bout closer than its 16-9 final score. After this duo there is a large drop-off with a dozen candidates for the last three berths -- equally divided between the Columbus and Toledo sectionals.

125#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: MATT KINSER (WEST CARROLLTON)

TOP CONTENDERS

2. Metzger (Massillon Perry

3. Bullard (North Olmsted)

4. Balog (Medina)

5. Wahoff (Fairfield)

6. Ritchie (Cleveland Hts.)

7. Wandersnider (Harrison)

8. Bukky (Worthington Kilbourne)

9. Smith (Lorain Southview)

10. Forsyth/Rawlings (Walsh Jesuit) 

11. Brennan (Cincinnati Elder)

12. Robertson (Mt. Vernon)

13. J. Byers (Eastlake North)

14. Mcintire (Fairfield)
15. Kuba (Marion Harding)

16. Engleman (Boardman)

17. Cika (Strongsville)

18. Tammerine (Perrysburg) 

19. Pegram (Princeton)

20. Skinner (Akron Springfield)

21. Bentley (Groveport Madison) 

22. Byrne (St. Edward)

23. Zimmerman (Holland Springfield) 

There are a lot of unknown quantities at 125# and the final resolution of this weight will depend in large measure as to how these questions are answered. My view is that this weight, much like 112#, has a large number of potential winners and that generally portends very competitive bouts beginning in the very first round. There are some interesting candidates for the title at all four districts.

My top choice is State runner-up Matt Kinser. Last year he was a District 4th losing to Pierce (13-4) and Janson (7-6). He roared back at Wright State upsetting Pierce in the semi-finals on overtime criteria before getting blitzed by Plouse in the finals. In July, he required reconstructive knee surgery which sidelined him until last week. He got off to a blazing start, but the question still remains as to his knee at the very top levels of competition.

Metzger seems so often to have been the victim of bad luck. Last year after a District title he was upset in the quarter-finals in overtime by eventual State runner-up Dubendorfer, and then lost a heartbreaker to two-time placer Henderly and did not place. Then at Medina this year, he led 17-6 over Schuster with 29 seconds to go when he was penalized for an illegal move and forced to lose by disqualification when his opponent could not continue. However, his luck may have turned around with his smashing win at Alliance where he dominated a solid field. It would be no great feat of imagination to see him win it.

Bullard was my initial choice at this class. Last year he entered the Mentor district with a 31-2 record and a sectional title. It was probably the toughest weight class at Mentor with Bullard feeling the full brunt of it, losing to Middlebrook and then to eventual State runner-up Favaro in his go-to-State bout. This year he has blitzed everybody except for one nagging exception -- an 8-4 loss to Ritchie in the Brecksville finals. I think a lack of good workout partners could be hurting him.

Balog, too, has had that one totally unexpected loss. He was 3rd last year at 119# -- losing only to the undefeated State champ Brad Wright -- and has been excellent this year winning at Ashland and Medina. His one loss was to McClanahan, not necessarily a huge shocker, except for the 13-3 final score. Still, he has to be at the very top levels at this weight.

Wahoff, now a sophomore, had a great freshman year culminating in State qualification. He had a tough draw including a 7-3 loss to Metzger. Ritchie has been almost perfect this year, including the aforementioned win over Bullard. He has come out oof nowhere to fashion a 20-1 season, but he failed to qualify out of a rather ordinary sectional last year. His only loss was in the finals of the Midwest Classic to an out-of-state champion. Frankly, I'm confused, although he clearly is an excellent wrestler. Except for Bullard, he has not faced superior opposition, so he really will go into the tourneys as kind of the X factor.

The Mentor District has an excellent top quintet with good back-up strength as well. Bullard and Ritchie are at the top, but Byers, Forsyth and, particularly, Smith are State caliber. Smith should have qualified last year, but lost a 10-9 decision to Carnes and then after working his way to the Consolation semi-finals got caught in the first 15 seconds and pinned. This year he won at Brecksville and Waite, and was a strong 3rd at the Midwest Classic. Forsyth was at 103# much of last year before injuries and weight problems forced him out of competition. He was a finalist at Medina and the lronman. This year -- wrestling a brutally tough schedule -- he is a rather ordinary 12-8, but he knows how to win. He could be a sleeper if he is injury free. Other candidates besides that trio are the veteran Byrne, Cika and Palmisano (Mayfield).

Metzger and Balog tower over the Perry District opposition. That third spot is wide open. Engleman, Skinner, Kallai (Wadsworth) and Kane (Wooster) are possibilities. I've been looking for Logan (Uniontown Lake) at this class, but have not seen him here in some time.

Bukky is "top dog" at Hilliard and he has substantial upside potential from that #8 ranking. He can be a scoring machine, and is particularly dangerous against high caliber opposition. He had a real tough luck District last year losing two overtime bouts, including a 21-19 aT heartbreaker to two-time State qualifier Sheets. He should be the District champ guaranteeing him the best chance of an excellent pairing. With the parity here, he could -- under a perfect circumstance -- be a finalist. I've put Robertson at 125# even though he is certified at 119# since this might be a better qualification opportunity. He's good at either weight. It's pretty shaky after that.

Wandersnider may be another undervalued wrestler after his 6th place finish last year at 112#. He easily captured the SWOCA crown and several less prestigious tourneys. Along with Wahoff and Kinser, he provides Centerville with more up-top' strength than any other District. Add in State qualifiers Brennan and Mcintire and there exists the potential for a real donnybrook. You have to wonder if the far weaker 130# class at Centerville will evoke some interest from many of the other 125s.

130#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: FRANK FAVARO (WALSH JESUIT) 

TOP CONTENDERS

2. Anderson (Pickerington)

3. Felty (Marion Harding)

4. Ji. Moore (Westland)

5. Walker (Howland)

6. L. lacaboni (Nordonia)

7. Potter (Troy)

8. Toyama (St. Edward)

9. Broshear (Cincinnati Moeller)

10. Newsom (Toledo St. John) 

11. Jeansonne (Perrysburg)

12. Mendenhall (Cincinnati NW)

13. Ogden (Hilliard)

14. Fausnight (North Canton)

15. Pierce (Midview)

16. Nixon (Lorain Southview)

17. Green (Garfield Hts.) 
18. Gilmore (Wadsworth)

19. Corrigan (St. Ignatius)

20. Rago (Painesville Riverside)

21. Matt Reckman (Milford)

22. Saunders (Worthington Kilbourne)

23. Brooks (Princeton)

24. Gulley (Massillon Perry)

25. Taulbee (Elder)

This is not a very strong weight class, and I suspect it may be dominated by my two top-rated contenders. Favaro, 2nd last year at 119#, has been wrestling extremely well since he dropped down two weight classes after the lronman. He won at Medina and Alliance and placed in the top five at Reno. He has faced a very rugged schedule and will be battle-hardened by tourney time. His big problem has been losing 16-14 type bouts in the early rounds. I would almost label Anderson as the co-favorite here. The brilliant sophomore has lost but once in the Medina final to Favaro. I thought the 8-5 was somewhat deceptive since Favaro caught him for 5 points early in the bout. Unless Favaro is at peak efficiency, Anderson has a good chance of winning the whole thing.

It's a crowded Mentor District. I believe lacaboni has moved ahead of everyone but Favaro. As mentioned in the discussion of his twin brother he could be at any of several weights, but this would seem to offer the best prospect of both State qualification and possible placement. Toyama has been both brilliant and ordinary. A State qualifier last year, he was 4th at the Ironman including a win over Green, but then failed to make weight at Medina. Since then he has not seemed in peak form until the Alliance Top gun when at 135# he defeated State qualifiers Chandler and Childress before being TF'ed by Marchette. He's in the top five at 130# if he's wrestling well. State qualifier Green was a big surprise (at least to me) last year with a gutsy district performance. However, he was 5th at the lronman and 4th at Wadsworth los"ing decisively to Pierce and Ralph. Certainly a return to Wright State is not guaranteed. The same is true for State qualifier Raga who could, like Toyama, be at the far shallower 135# class. Nixon and Corrigan are two other solid contenders. In summary, Favaro is the standout here followed by at least 10 other contenders if you count Wilkins (John Marshall), Noga (Willoughby South) and Wirtzberger (Madison). Some of these folks are going to flow to 135# where Marchette is a colossus, but where the. other qualification spots may be easier to come by. Strictly as an exercise in speculation, one would have to think that Toyama, Raga and Noga might be analyzing a move to 135#.

Anderson is part of an excellent triumvirate at Hillard. Felty was 5th last year in Division II wrestling for Teays Valley, and he has been an enormous acquisition for Marion Harding. He has been the champ at Sylvania Southview, Marion Harding, the "Gorman and Galion, and then was involved in a" strange pushing episode at Alliance. Losing in the semi-finals to Clark, he was given an escape, but when he didn't immediately face-off, Clark pushed him hard enough that he collided with the wall and was injured. Clark was disqualified, but Felty was unable to wrestle Favaro for the title finishing 2nd. From my perspective, he remains undefeated. Jim Moore is the third member of this trio and should place. He nipped the scrappy Pierce to win at Sandusky St. Mary and was also the titlist at the GMVWA. There is also good secondary strength here. State qualifiers Newsom and Jeansonne are always threats, and Ogden is a solid performer. Saunders, pushed out of 125# by Bukky, has upset potential, while Muenzer (Clay), Brunton (Gahanna Lincoln) and Lewis (Reynoldsburg) are possibilities. I've listed Aiello at 135# even though he has certified at 130#, and at Hilliard several of this cast might join him there.

It's a much less powerful group at Centerville. Potter, the State alternate, just missed qualification and heads the field. He dropped a one-point decision to State runner-up Ralph at Troy. Broshear has been a consistent high placer all year, while it is my guess that Mendenhall will eventually opt for 130# over the far more difficult 125#. His rapid improvement has been linked to a summer in Russia wrestling with some of their junior national team. Reckman and Brooks are also solid and this first quintet will probably provide the four qualifiers. Taulbee, Sroufe (Greenville) and Damrongchai (Beavercreek) are other thoughts.

Walker leads a relatively shallow Perry contingent. A District runner-up and State qualifier last year, he placed 6th at Wright State with wins over Janson, Jeansonne and Evangelista. The veteran Fausnight, Gilmore and the exciting sophomore Gulley are probably next best with a lot of loose ends after that. I like Gulley's aggressive point scoring style at Medina -- where he placed 6th, but unless he can upset one of the top three, he'll be !eft home this year.

135#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: SONNY MARCHETTE (WALSH JESUIT) 
TOP CONTENDERS

2. Janson (Cincinnati Moeller)
3. Aiello (Grover City)
4. Roche (Oak Hills) 
5. Staten (Hilliard)

6. Weinfurtner (Athens)

7. Childress (Massillon Jackson) 
8. Hughes (Pickerington)

9. Fox (Cincinnati Princeton)

10. Mark Reckman (Milford)

11. Hartley (Marion Harding)

12. M. Chandler (Massillon Perry) 
13. Mace (Stow)

14. Ferguson (Lorain Southview) 
15. Murray (Howland)

16. Seitz (Tiffin Columbian) 

17. Fallon (Cincinnati St. Xavier)
18. Mahone (Bedford)

19. Hamey (Cloverleaf)

20. Beard (Defiance)
21. Jones (West Carrollton) 

22. Petznick (Brecksville)

23. Archer (Groveport Madison) 
24. Columbi (Mayfield)

At last, a weight class that has a clearly defined and easy to explain composition and structure. It's a two-tiered model that has Sonny Marchette at the upper level and 'everybody else at a far lower one. Marchette is one of the three fabulous juniors that "highlight the Walsh juggernaut. Marchette, 2nd to three-time champ Jayne as a freshman, was a clear favorite last year when a knee injury knocked him out of competition in early February. Back now with a vengeance, he has been the champ at the Ironman, Alliance, Medina and Reno winning the OW at the latter two. He is marvelous to watch -- unless you're the opponent -- racking up takedown and back points in flurries of speed and power. He's a college wrestler right now, and he far outmatches most of his competition. If he maintains his health and his temperament, there is nobody here who can hold him under 20 points.

The Mentor District is very weak after Marchette. As discussed in the last essay, I anticipate that the current group will be augmented by some of the excess 130s -willing to trade a pummeling from Marchette for a possible ticket to Wright State.

There is some depth at Centerville. State qualifier Janson was a narrow 7-5 loser to Anderson at the SWOCA final and pinned to win the CIT. He was also a strong 2nd at Medina -- pinning Chandler and Marcin -- after a second round scare by Hughes. Marchette TF'ed him in the final 24-9. State qualifiers Roche and Reckman are also solid qualifying threats with Fox and Fallon not far behind. Add in Jones, Mentzel (Glen Este), Lowe (Kettering Fairmont) and Foltz (Greenville) and you have the deepest of the four districts at this weight. What makes it wide open is the changing fluctuation in fortunes at each tourney. Anticipate some surprises at Centerville when the Saturday night rounds are completed.

State qualifiers Childress and Weinfurtner are the start of a solid Perry District ensemble at this weight class. Childress, a District champion at 130#, has gotten off to a bit of a slow start with a 3rd place finish at Solon, the runner-up slot at Wadsworth, and a 4th place at Alliance. That's why I've moved Weinfurtner one spot ahead of him. He was 4th in Division II at 135# last year and made it to the Medina semis before losing a wild one to Marchette 31-16. Weinfurtner did score some offensive points in the battle. Chandler is probably a step behind this top duo and he'll be threatened for thaUast qualifying spot by Murray, Hamey and Ludwig (East Liverpool).

There are a huge number of potential qualifiers at Hilliard -- so many that it resembles the mob scene from Quo Vadis. The top four are all Central District wrestlers. I believe Aiello will choose to wrestle here rather than at 130# and is marginally the top District contender at this time. Back now in Division I -- after qualifying at this weight in Division III last year -- Aiello has had a very productive year. He has already won at Reynoldsburg and Bishop Ready while rolling up some big scores. Staten may be close to surpassing him. He was impressive in finishing 3rd at Medina, and he won at 140# at Hilliard. Hughes is another up-and-comer and I've already mentioned his 17-12 overtime loss to Janson. Add Hartley to this mix and there will be some fierce confrontations. Three other contenders, albeit more distant ones are Seitz, Beard and Archer, while Kokensparger (Holland Springfield), Wensinger (Fremont Ross) and Camargo (Toledo Central Catholic) wait in the wings. This latter competitor defeated Hughes 13-2 in District action last year. It just demonstrates how fluid the situation is likely to be at this class. Recently returned is yet another Randleman (Sandusky) who may have possibilities. He had 18 victories as a sophomore last year.

140#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: MIKE FEENEY (DUBLIN SCIOTO)

TOP CONTENDERS

2. Middlebrook (Bedford)

3. C. Douglas (Massilion Perry) 
4. Nakamura (St. Edward)

5. Mees (Sandusky)

6. Mallah (Toledo Woodward) 

7. Shanklin (Fairfield) 
8. Lightfoot (Pickerington)

9. Bilderback (Stow)

10. Davis (Xenia)

11. Kenney (Fitch)

12. McCreary (Marion Harding) 
13. Ricciardi (Kent Roosevelt)
14. O’Neal (Tecumseh)

15. Samu (Howland)

16. Steadman (Eastlake North)

17. Bartee (Barberton)

18. Arthur (Cincinnati Moeller)

19. Neiman (Groveport Madison)

20. Sellet (Harrison)

21. Ruth (Elyria)

22. Kaufman (Wadsworth)

23. Campbell (Kettering Fairmont)

24. Lynch (Tiffin Columbian)

25. Patty (Mayfield)
This is one of the strongest and most intriguing weight classes in Division I.  It is particularly powerful because those who want to be a State champion have come from 135# to avoid Marchette, and from 145# to bypass Heskett to augment an already strong nucleus.  One can anticipate some reverse flow back to 145# as those realizing that a title may be unreachable will go back to 145#, calculating that qualification and placement may be more probable there. My feeling is that any of the top eight could potentially win, but the probabilities slide downward rapidly after Mallah.

Feeney, already a two-time placer, was 3rd at 135# last year losing only to Heskett in a 14-3 semi-final blowout. This year he had crushed everybody (at both 140# and 145#) until the 145# Alliance final when Heskett decked him in 88 seconds. It was probably the strongest possible signal that 140# is his best fit. Mees and Mallah will also exit the Hilliard District. The first named went 30-1 through District action last year -- his only loss a District semi-final 7-5 defeat to eventual State champ Bryant (incidentally, Bryant's closest bout by far in his 12 tourney outings). At Wright State he drew State runner-up Frederick in the first round and lost a hard fought decision, and was subsequently eliminated when Frederick was upset in the next round, He hasn't seemed quite as dominating this year, and Middlebrook hammered him 9-3 in the Brecksville final. Mallah, a former teammate of two-time champ Tomazz Wilson, is another of those Woodward stars that are difficult to rank. He remains undefeated with an overtime win over McCreary and a 5-2 victory over Division III Abbot at Perrysburg.

If he wins, I owe Coach Smith a steak dinner for not picking him -- as urged, Lightfoot, now just returning from injury, is one of those all-out wrestlers that are so much fun to watch. Twice a State qualifier, his three bouts at Wright State last year were 23-15 and 15- 7 losses, and a 10-9 win over former State runner-up Deering. He's just rounding into shape, but Feeney tried to establish dominance with a 22-9 drubbing. It convinced me. McCreaary is also excellent, but 145# may look tempting. .

Middlebrook, Nakamura, Bilderback and Steadman are a formidable top quartet at Mentor. Middlebrook is another crowd pleaser. He was at 119# last year for what was a tantalizing look at his enormous strengths. In Sectional action, he pounded eventual State runner-up Favaro 18-4 in the semis, and then took the title with a 13-2 crush of Horvath. At the District level, he beat Nakamura and Bullard before falling in the slam-bang final 10-8 in overtime to Clark. But at the States he succumbed in a rather gentle manner to Howard 10-5 and was eliminated. This year he has taken no prisoners and his 9-3 win over Mees was no fluke. At the top of his game, he can beat anyone here -- including Feeney -- but whether he can maintain that level is still at issue. Nakamura has shown amazing improvement. He was 3rd at the lronman, losing to the New Jersey winner 6-5 in the semi finals. He then won at both Medina and Alliance while placing 5th at Reno. His unorthodox style is likely to confound many first-time opponents, and he has a relentless will to win. State qualifiers Bilderback and Steadman are a respectful step behind the top twosome, while Ruth, Patty and Keller (Midview) are long shots.

There is an exceptionally well-matched field at Perry as well. Defending District champ Clint Douglas returns at this same weight after having spent most of the year at 145#. He lost only to Heskett at the lronman, Medina and Alliance -- twice by regular decision and once (at Alliance) by fall. He will not be unhappy to avoid him at 140#. He has had few close bouts in his otherwise unblemished schedule. State qualifiers Ricciardi, Samu and Bartee are all currently at this class as well, and they will be joined by the dynamic Kenney and Kaufman. Again, with a much weaker looking group at 145#, we may see some movement in that direction.

The sophomore Shanklin would seem to stand with Davis at Centerville. He was a 135 pound District finalist and State qualifier as a freshman, but caught State placer Ciero in the first round and lost 12-9. This year at 145# he did not have to go six minutes in any of his five wins at the SWOCA, but suffered an early round upset loss at Kenston and finished 3rd, and was then 2nd at Fairfield. He will be very tough at 140#. Terry Davis defeated Shanklin for the District crown last year, but I'm not sure he can replicate that. He was 2nd at GMVWA and won easily at Xenia, and forms a solid duo with Shanklin.

145#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: JOE HESKETT (WALSH JESUIT)

TOP CONTENDERS

2. Babinec (Milford) 
3. Doggett (Tecumseh)

4. Frohnapfel (Groveport Madison) 
5. Hrovat (St. Edward)

6. Ray (Norton)

7. Mullins (Perrysburg)

8. Walker (Upper Arlington)

9. E. Sellet (Harrison)

10. Marroquin (Defiance) 
11. Flower (St. Ignatius)

12. Hoover (Akron Springfield)
13. Wright (East Liverpool)

14. Luneke (Dayton Wayne) 

15. Duplay (Nordonia)

16. Smith (Marion Harding) 
17. Escola (North Canton)

18. Majors (Garfield Hts.)

19. Everhart (Massillon Perry) 

20. Hartman (Cincinnati Moeller) 
21. Platzar (Willoughby South) 

22. Gamby (Dublin Coffman)

23. Urban (Toledo St. John)

It's always interesting to watch the development of a high school wrestling superstar. Some explode onto the scene as freshmen, dominating from the first 30 seconds of their initial varsity bout. Wrestlers like Alan Fried, Clint Musser and Sonny Marchette fit that model, and it is one that only a select few ever fill. A second template is the competitor who is clearly a superior athlete, but who requires some time before the full impact of his specialized genius can be felt. Time is required to make adjustments -- perhaps in style or mental preparation -- that trigger total domination. In this category I might place such wrestlers as Jimmy Heffernan, Mike Buddie and now Joe Heskett. A State qualifier as a freshman, Heskett seemed to wrestle, in many cases, not to lose rather than to dominate. As a sophomore that mental trigger was pulled and suddenly we were witness to an offensive onslaught that created a cascade of falls. It ended with a State tournament progression where 14-3 was the closest score, and where the undefeated and very talented Jeff Bucher was pinned in the finals. This year the story has been the same as Heskett totally dominates in a fashion that only the greatest can aspire to. At the Alliance Top Gun, Heskett had five falls -none later than the 2nd period -- with victims that included my 140# choice, Feeney, and the exceptional Douglas. While I anticipate some upward movement from the ever more crowded 140# division, there is no one here that will minimally challenge Heskett.

The ratings that you see at the top of this particular essay are transitional, since the real composition of the weight will not be clear until Sectionals. There will be substantial jockeying for position between 140# and 145#, with uncertainties prevailing into the last week of the regular season -- and beyond. Nonetheless, this array of names can serve as a starting point for a look at each of the districts. There is probably the most stability at Mentor. After Heskett, the three other State openings are wide open. I particularly like the sophomore Hrovat, and I keep waiting for him to really blossom. A District qualifier at this weight as a freshman, he won two bouts at Mentor losing only to eventual State champ Haney 7-6 and State runner-up Rawlings 8-5. When your District losses are narrow decisions to the eventual State finalists, you certainly can anticipate a very successful following year. And yet it really hasn't happened. Hrovat was 5th at the Ironman, failed to place at Mentor and Reno, and was 7th at Alliance. It just doesn't figure that this much talent will struggle for long, hence the high placement. My guess is that we'll see a far different Hrovat in March than we did in January. Flower, a 152 pounder all year, made, in my opinion, a great decision to move to 145#. He has shown steady improvement, placing 3rd at Solon and 2nd at both St. Xavier and the CIT. A steady, workmanlike wrestler, he won't throwaway any possible wins.

State qualifiers Babinec and Doggett head the Centerville District and each won a bout at Wright State last year. Babinec holds a decision over Doggett at the GMVWA, but neither had dominated this weight class in the Southwest. A wrestler that has made surprising progress is the older Sellet, who nipped the excellent Shanklin to win at Fairfield. He may have joined the top duo at the head of his district. Babinec beat him by a takedown early in the season. Luneke and Hartman are next best in what should be an evenly matched District competition.

There is no standout at Hilliard. Instead, a quintet of Walker, Marroquin, Smith, Frohnapfel and Mullins lead the way with nothing in terms of past performance to distinguish them from one another. I think that Frohnapfel's deliberate style could prove very successful with this kind of competitive situation. Mullins, too, has placement potential, while the flashy Marroquin could be a District champ on a hot weekend.

Below this fivesome I list Gamby, Linenkugel (Toledo St. Francis) and Dysart

(Pickerington).
There is real uncertainty at Perry. How the situation involving the 140s and 145s will be resolved leaves the outcome of this district very much in doubt. Division II State qualifier Ray is now at Wadsworth, and has performed with reasonable success.

Hrovat dumped in the first round at Alliance and he failed to place, but was the champ at Wadsworth and North Canton. He can place. After him, Wright, Hoover, Escola and Everhart might be nominal leaders for the last two spots, but this story still has many chapters to be written.

152#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: BRAD HARRIS (PICKERINGTON)

TOP CONTENDERS

2. Tucceri (Euclid)

3. Rawlings (Walsh Jesuit)

4. Chandler (Massillon Perry)

S. Randolph (Beavercreek) 
6. Deubel (Maple Hts.)

7. LeBeau (Miami Trace)

8. Gulbrandsen (Dublin Scioto) 
9. Ambrose (Milford) 
10. Copeland (Massillon Jackson) 
11. Alvarez (Fairbornj .

12. Roscoe (Marion Harding) 

13. Wagers (Harrison)

14. Marcellino (St. Edward)

15. Hunley (Sandusky)

16. Archer (Groveport Madison) 
17. Alexander (Howland)

18. Stephens (Brookhaven)

19. Brown (Lorain Southview)
20. O'Conner (Dayton Wayne) 

21. Lenix (Whitmer)

22. Anderson (Amherst)

23. Clement/Meyer (Fairmont) 
24. McCarter (Chillicothe)

It is a classy, high quality field that will come "together in the 1 b"Ltt: weight division. This year there are only a few classes that provide top level performers at every district leading to an outstanding State competition. Generally, that percentage is substantially higher, so this will be a competition to cherish and enjoy.

Hilliard is probably the weakest of the four districts, but the likely champion will compete there. Brad Harris has had about as complete a high school career as can be imagined. He has probably competed against the widest variety of competition from Todd Boerner and Adam Plouse through Brad Clement and Nick Mengerink. A four-time qualifier, he was 5th at 103# as a freshman and 3rd last year at 140#. For me, at least, he will always be remembered -- at least until he gains his well-deserved State title -- for two heroic bouts that he wrestled, both of which he lost. The first was his epic 9-8 struggle with the heavily favored Sonny Marchette in the 1994 State quarter-finals. Wrestling brilliantly, he took an early lead, but the breaks (especially refereeing) and Sonny combined to thwart the upset bid. Then last year he battled everybody's title choice Brad Clement to a standstill before again losing by a single point 5-4. This year he is already 28-1, the great majority by fall. His only loss was at the Medina final when, injured from his physical semi-final win over Rawlings, he succumbed to Division III champ Mengerink 6-4. He pinned Randolph and decisioned Rawlings this year, and should finally bring home that elusive title. The only other potential place winner here is Gulbrandsen, who has very quietly had a fine year.

Tucceri and Rawlings (along with Chandler) are the principal threats to Harris. Last year they finished 2-3 at Mentor and then met in the State semi-finals. In an epic struggle, Rawlings finally scored an escape in the second overtime to reach the finals -where Haney avenged his District loss to take home the State title. Tucceri was eventually 5th. Tucceri is currently 20-1 -- his only loss at 160# to the excellent Greenspan. Nowa mature competitor and a great athlete, he could be a finalist -especially if Harris draws into the Rawlings half of the draw. Rawlings started a little slowly this year, but as he did last season, he turned on the after-burners as we reached the halfway point of the year. He defeated Marcellino, Gulbrandsen, Peters and Stehura to win at Alliance, and he physically battered Harris at Medina in a losing effort. He'll not lose easily. State qualifier Deubel is a puzzle. Last year he defeated State champ Boross and State qualifier Greenspan back-to-back at the Sectional tourney, but never reached that level again. He was 3rd behind them at Mentor and then was one-and-out at Wright State. He has been erratic this year, but on any given day he could defeat anybody here.

There are four State caliber performers at Perry. State qualifier Chandler drew Tucceri in the first round and was pinned, but then won three consolation bouts to finish 4th. He's a very consistent performer who was 2nd at the lronman and 3rd at Medina.

In that latter event he wrestled State champ Mengerink to a standstill and led 3-2 late when a stalling point with eight seconds to go sent it into overtime. Even then he appeared to have the victory when he reached such a favorable position that a takedown seemed only seconds away, then Mengerink made a super-human effort to earn the two points. Sectional champ LeBeau was hurt at Districts last year and was unable to show his true abilities. This year he was stunning at the GMVWA defeating Ambrose by technical fall (unbelievable), decisioning West Virginia State champ Greathouse, and copping the title with a 23-12 with over State qualifier Franklin. He can go with anyone. State qualifier Copeland was 3rd at Alliance splitting with, Gulbrandsen and defeating his other competitors. The champ at Wadsworth, he lost the title at Solon by technical fall to Lara. He had serious trouble on the bottom against my Division II choice at 145#. Finally, Alexander lost an overtime battle for the last spot at 160# last year. Now down at 152#, he will challenge his three better known competitors.

Randolph was a rather bizarre 6th last year. He won his first State bout with a 23-15 major decision over Lightfoot. Then against State runner-up Deering, he was injured and then in a controversial call Deering was disqualified. Randolph was in the semi-finals. He was forced to forfeit his last three bouts for 6th. This year he was 2nd at the SWOCA -- getting pinned by Harris -- and defaulted out of Medina on injury. State qualifiers Ambrose and Alvarez are also here, with fast-improving Wagers seeking to reach that same level. This is a nice tough quartet, any of whom could harbor hopes for a low place. O'Conner, Clement/Meyer, Eilerman (Cincinnati Elder), and Plowman (Miamisburg) are other contenders.

160#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: KEVIN BOROSS (SOLON)

TOP CONTENDERS

2. Root (West Chester Lakota)

3. Greenspan (Shaker Hts.)

4. Ford (Findlay)

5. Sletvold (Fitch)

6. Mitchell (Walsh Jesuit)

7. Fitch (East Liverpool)

8. Massouh (Massillon Jackson)

9. Brockhoff (Colerain)
10. Hollo (St. Edward)

11. Mellor (Pickerington)

12. Abrams (Lebanon) 
13. Cassady (Gahanna Lincoln)

14. Neal (Alliance)

15. Tomaszewski (Tiffin Columbian) 

16. Oberjohann (Cincinnati Elder) 
17. Johnson (Delaware Hayes) 
18. Porowski (North Ridgeville) 
19. Williams (Toledo Roger)

20. Spaulding (Westland)

21. Tepley (Garfield Hts.)

22. Watkins (West Carrollton)

23. Jarvis (Cloverleaf)

24. Schwaberow (Akron Springfield)

At season's beginning it seemed evident that defending State champion Kevin Boross had a relatively clear path to his second State title. He was clearly stronger and more confident after a summer of hard work, and he even won the Comet Classic, something he had never done before. However, it is now increasingly evident that a second title is in jeopardy with the rapid improvement of the brilliant sophomore Richie Root. It is not unmindful of a similar situation nine years ago when senior State runner-up Bob Genovese was challenged by another brilliant sophomore Mike Buddie from St. Ignatius. By sectionals, Buddie had crept to within a point of Genovese and at Districts. Buddie won 4-2. The hugely awaited rubber match never occurred, as Buddie was upset in the semi-finals and Genovese went on to take home the title. In the current situation, Root will only get one shot at Boross -- at Wright State.

Boross, after an upset loss to Deubel at least year's Sectional, never had a really close bout at the District or State level, winning by a minimum of four points. This year he is undefeated, although Solon did not participate at Medina and he has not wrestled a particularly rugged schedule. Root, on the other hand, has been everywhere. He pinned to win the SWOCA and the Fairfield, and beat Fitch by six to win the Medina.

His rapid rise will be a stern test for Boross, however, there is a wild card here. Josh Greenspan was 6th at 160# last year and has looked exceptionally strong this year.

Like Root and Boross, he, too, is undefeated with wins at Brecksville and Richmond

Hts. -- the latter a victory over the very tough Tucceri. Should Boross and Root be on the same side, he could be an easy finalist with at least a reasonable chance to win it all. There is one enormous absentee here. Mike Contos was 5th at this weight last year as a sophomore and had absolutely marvelous potential. He, for example, twice 10-pointed Greenspan last year, but has decided not to compete this season.

At Medina there are four outstanding State candidates and not much else. Since three of the four exit from the Garfield Sectional, there could be pairings problems which would be a shame. Beside Boross and Greenspan, State qualifier Mitchell and Hollo will also be factors. Mitchell, overshadowed by all of his brilliant teammates, has been rock solid for Walsh. In the Elite Duals he had the critical win to defeat Nazareth, and his 16-8 major decision provided the crucial team point that tied Easton and got to the winning tie breaker for Walsh. He defeated Hollo to win the lronman and was 2nd at Alliance and 3rd at Medina. Hollo, too, is excellent, holding Root to a 7-5 win at Medina and being a solid placewinner at every tourney. Porowski and Tepley have the best chance to pull an upset, but Tepley, too, is at that rugged Garfield Hts. sectional.

Root should have far less trouble at Centerville than Boross may have at Mentor. State qualifier Brockhoff returns, but I don't believe he can match-up with the very top tier of competitors. He was the champ at St. Xavier and was 3rd at the SWOCA at 171 #. Abrams was a finalist at the SWOCA, but lost on a fall to Root. The rest of the field is very weak; although should State qualifier Alvarez opt to stay at 160#, he would strengthen the competition. Brockhoff defeated him 8-4 at St. Xavier.

Sletvold has really come on strong the last four weeks. Something of an unknown despite being the State alternate at 145# last year, he captured the Alliance title with wins over Mitchell, Hollo and Neal; and looked very good in the process.

Factor in State qualifier Massouh and OVAC champ Fitch, and it provides for some real action at the far end of the bracket sheet. Massouh won two State matches last year, but lost a place medal win. Greenspan dumped him in the Consolation quarter-finals.

It's something of a divided field at Hilliard with a top quartet, and then a large number of potential contenders. Ford, a transfer from Tiffin Columbian, has been laying waste to the Northwest District 160s all year. He crushed the field at Perrysburg and Sylvania Southview, but missed a finals match up with Tomaszewski at Tiffin when he could not compete. He may be hampered by a far weaker schedule than the other top contenders. Mellor, Cassady and the aforementioned Tomaszewski are the other members of that top-rated foursome. It will be critical to finish at the top of this district, because the tough finalists from the other districts are likely to hammer the last couple qualifiers from Hilliard.

171#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: TIM SANDERS (MASSILLON JACKSON) 
TOP CONTENDERS

2. Magistrelli (Maple Hts.)

3. James (Akron Springfield)

4. Salmon (Worthington Kilbourne) 
5. Sveda (Walsh Jesuit)

6. Blamer (Hilliard)

7. Martin (Cleveland Hts.)

8. Heid (North Canton Hoover) 
9. B. Greenspan (Shaker Hts.)

10. Hertenstein (West Chester Lakota} 
11. Vanni (Garfield Hts.)

12. Norvell (Garfield Hts.)
13. Fillo (S1. Edward)

14. Maher (Pickerington)

15. Haley (Dayton Wayne)
16. Newman (Westland
17. Stillwagon (Clayton Northmont)

18. C. Smith (Cincinnati Princeton)

19. Kuns (Westlake)

20. Franke (Oregon Clay)

21. Klespies (Hudson)

22. Enochs (Miami Trace)

23. Gardner (Dublin Coffman)

24. Moye (Lorain Southview)

 25. Moore (Hamilton) 
Despite an enormous amount of time and energy spent analyzing and re-analyzing this weight class, I feel no closer to understanding its final resolution than I did six weeks ago. Part of the problem is that it's one of the weakest weight classes in Division I with no returning placers competing here. A second issue is that some of the best candidates have suffered such egregious losses, that it's difficult to believe that they were total flukes. So what I've tried to do is choose wrestlers that seem on hot streaks now for my top place.

Given that criterion, Tim Sanders is an almost immediate top choice. A District champ last year, he won one bout and lost a second in overtime. This year Burger handled him easily in the Solon semi-finals, and it certainly provided uncertainty. However, since then he has won at Wadsworth with a fall over the tough McFarland and at Alliance with another fall over Donehue. He comes from a well-defined district where he, State qualifier James and Heid should be the three qualifiers. James, who certainly could be a finalist, won two State bouts at 152# last year, and is slowly rounding into form at this substantially higher weight class. He will be worrisome to everyone here. Enochs and Weppler (Chillicothe) are probably the next best, but it's real difficult seeing anyone beating out that top trio.

I've listed nine Mentor entrants as part of my top 25 and, of course, only four will qualify. Magistrelli was a State qualifier as both a freshman (119#) and sophomore (135#), but lost a first-round district upset last year and was eliminated. He has the experience and athleticism to do well, and it may be just a question of who gets the pairing and refereeing breaks in such a closely matched field. Magistrelli defeated James at Brecksville, but then lost to Martin who had beaten Greenspan who defeated James. Right! I don't know much about Martin, but he is 17-2 and won the Brecksville. Sveda is yet another one of those excellent Walsh juniors who has a 23-6 record despite a positively brutal schedule. Vanni qualified for the State tourney at this weight last year and was 3rd at Wadsworth and 5th at the lronman. And there's the undefeated Kuns who may be far better than I've ranked him, but who has wrestled a far gentler schedule. A complicating factor is that Greenspan, Sveda, Magistrelli, Vanni and Klespies are all at the Garfield Hts. sectional. One of them won't even reach the District level. One darkhorse to watch is Fillo who has, in my mind, at least one big upset up his sleeve.

The quartet of Salmon, Blamer, Newman and Maher should dominate this weight class at Hilliard. These are all Central District competitors with strong 1996 credentials. Salmon is something of a mystery since I have not seen a lot of his results. However, he was the champion at the Midwest Classic and has been dominating in the results so far received. Blamer was at 189# at Medina -- a strong 4th -- losing only to Martin and Zerkle. Now at 171#, he has placement potential. I've always liked Newman and keep believing that he will have a break-out tournament that will shoot him up the rankings sheet.

Hertenstein, tall and slender, would seem the best of a rather ordinary Centerville group. There are no returning State qualifiers here, and they may have substantial trouble matching up with the boys from the North. The powerful Norvell, winner at Tiffin, may be the one wrestler here that is far better than currently rated. It will be interesting to monitor his progress.

189#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: ZACH THOMPSON (ST. EDWARD)

TOP CONTENDERS

2. Martin (Beavercreek) 
3. Lynch (Holy Name)

4. Simpson (Dublin Scioto)

5. Todd (Worthington Kilbourne) 

6. Grigsby (Tecumseh) 
7. Aaron (Sandusky)

8. Bittinger (Kent Roosevelt)

9. McKown (Toledo Whitmer) 
10. Santosuosso (St. Ignatius) 
11. Bednar (Brecksville)

12. Noble (Cincinnati Elder) 

13. Martin (Walsh Jesuit)

14. Smith (Wadsworth)

15. Bruno (Hudson)

16. Chafins (Marion Franklin) 

17. D. Smith (Princeton)

18. Alberry (Gahanna Lincoln)

19. Bondurant (Akron Springfield) 

20. Barnhorst (Oak Hills) 
21. Ware (Wapakoneta)

22. Kruse (Hudson)

23. Leskovan (Painesville Riverside) 
24. Denno (Howland)

25. Cox (Ashland)

26. Payne (Mt. Healthy)
27. Peed (Miamisburg)
The muscular Zach Thompson has already twice been 3rd at the State meet and he is certainly looking to avoid the hat trick. Thompson first finished 3rd as a sophomore 189 pounder beating Knupp in the consolation rounds. Then last year he moved up to 215# to avoid the O'Neill, Hendricks and Root confrontations, but again finished 3rd at both the District and State level. He wrestled four excellent consolation rounds at Wright State. This year, back at 189#, he must be accorded the favorite's role, but there will be substantial competition. Thompson must overcome two potential problems -- a tendency toward nagging, performance-sapping injuries and losses in early rounds of tournaments. Given that, he will be tough to keep of that top step of honors podium Saturday night.

Lynch should join Thompson in qualification out of Mentor. A real pinner, Lynch won at Solon and Brunswick pinning each time in the finals. He is very strong and physical. After him, the remainder of the field will battle for the last two State berths. My favorites are Santosuosso, Bednar and Martin, with each having low place capabilities. Bednar won at the Early Bird, Brecksville and Massillon Perry tourneys.. Martin was a 103 pounder as a freshman, but missed his junior year of wrestling. His 4th place finish at Alliance suggests he now has reached this second tier of District wrestlers. Kruse, Leskovan, Baran (Solon), Stachowitz (Garfield Hts.) and Porowski (North Ridgeville) may also make a run for it at this weight.

The Perry District is neither strong nor deep. State qualifiers Bittinger and Smith head the bracket sheet, but only the former can compete with the top boys. The field is very weak after this duo.

On the other hand, there is a lot of depth at Centerville. State qualifiers Martin, Grigsby and Noble return, but it is only the first two who can challenge the very best. Martin, a finalist at Medina, lasted 39 seconds in his only bout at Wright State last year, but he'll do far better this year. Grigsby also has solid placement potential and this duo should be finalists at this district. Noble crushed Smith to win the SWOCA, but lost to Ehrsam and Kruse at the GMVWA. He may be better than I have him placed.

As we'll also see at 215#, the Hilliard District is very crowded. State qualifier Todd missed part of the season, but he has performed very well since his return. While he defeated Simpson 8-3 at last year's District, I believe that the latter boy may have passed him. Simpson was 2nd at 215# at Alliance and has been dominating in the Central District this year. Maybe we could call he and Todd district co-favorites. State qualifier Aaron is also part of this seething stew and should reach Wright State once again -- and this time avoid early falls. State qualifiers Bruno and Chafins, along with McKown and Alberry, would seem to be in a frantic four-way battle for the last two berths. Chafins is up from 160#, while Bruno has had an up-and-down season. Alberry took Martin into overtime and has lost some close bouts to excellent performers. Ware and Cox are far lesser known, but they can also be factors here, while Carney (Toledo Rogers) and Williams (Mansfield) may need heavenly intervention.

215#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: JEFF KNUPP (WALSH)

TOP CONTENDERS

2. Tackett (Westland)

3. Johnson (Lorain Southview) 
4. Clark (Sylvania Northview) 
5. Willer (Fremont Ross)

6. Lindsay (Massillon Jackson) 
7. Graham (Westerville South) 
8. Falcione (Howland)

9. Ebert (St. Edward)

10. Kelley (Sandusky)

11. Sylvester (Massi lion Perry)

12. McCaffrey (Glen Estey
13. Eperson (Lebanon)

14. Black (Cincinnati Princeton)!

15. Pearson (West Chester Lakota)

16. Yokley (Maple Hts.)

17. Padgett (Fairfield) 
18. Peck (Mentor)

19. Lovell (Akron Springfield)

20. Salsberry (East Liverpool)

21. Brugler (Defiance)

22. Durden (Shaker Hts.)

23. Handy (Hoover)

24. Orozco (Toledo Whitmer)

25. Critzer (Miamisburg)

26. Leonard (Findlay) 
Knupp is the third of the great Walsh juniors and his accomplishments more than match those of Marchette and Heskett. I'm not sure he is as highly appreciated as his accomplishments merit, which is, I guess, understandable in view of the brilliance of his colleagues. Still he is the only undefeated Walsh wrestler and the only one to win two lronman titles and maybe someday he'll even win an Outstanding Wrestler Award. Although for some reason heavyweight wrestlers (and I'm including the 215# class here) almost never receive them. At any rate Knupp is a prodigy. He won at Reno, Alliance, Medina and the Ironman, and has rarely been pushed. None of his bouts went the distance at Alliance, nor did any at Medina or the lronman either. A sensational student (2nd in his class), he wrestles with skill, experience and a penetrating intelligence. There are no real challenges here.

At Mentor, state qualifier Johnson looks like a solid second choice. He missed State placement by one point last year. Ebert is probably at about the same level, but continuing injuries may sidetrack his chances. He was 4th at Reno -- after a final round injury default. It could well be Yokley versus Peck for the last spot, with the latter boy winning their first confrontation -- although I believe Yokley will win next time. Durden is yet another candidate with right draw and effort.
The Hilliard District is really loaded with potential placewinners. Tackett crushed the Brecksville champ Kelley at Sandusky St. Marys 14-2, and some feel he has the best shot at giving Knupp a tough bout. A State qualifier last year, he has made real progress this season. Clark is top rated in the Toledo District and has won some tough bouts this year. Willer, Kelly and Graham are all State caliber wrestlers, but there is some question as to the availability of the latter boy.  Each of them has had solid successes during the year, but each has had at least one setback as well. Willer, for example, had big wins at Tiffin, Fremont and Ashland, but lost to Graham at Toledo Rogers. Right behind this quintet is another fivesome of Brugler, Orozco, Leonard, Williams (Mansfield) and Bartlett (Wapakoneta). It should be an excellent competition.

It is also a very crowded and demanding field at Perry. There are only three spots available and I count eight legitimate contenders. Not only that, but they come from all over that mammoth district so that I don't have a lot of "comparables." In the grand scheme of things, nobody here is likely to get anything more than a low place at best, but it should be an exciting process to get that far. Howland High School comes from a "wrestling impaired" part of the State, but they have really put together a fine team, and Falcione is one of the best. He won the Brooke Classic in West Virginia and was the State alternate at this class last year losing 3rd place to Bittinger. Lindsey and Sylvester are rivals at school districts that are adjacent to one another, with the latter boy generally on the losing side. Lindsay was the champ at Solon and Wadsworth and grabbed a strong 3rd at Alliance. He, too, was a State alternate last year. Sylvester was 4th at both Medina and Alliance, and just a little higher performance level might boost him up three or four spots. Lovell is a solid performer who competed at heavyweight last year and won the Dies after a 3rd place at Brecksville. The freshman Salsberry is amazing. He was 2nd at Medina -- pinning Pearson and Bowe -- and was 4th at the OVAC. He may not be quite ready to get through this formidable field. Handy placed at Medina losing to Sylvester by a single point. Emch (Wadsworth) and Eggleton (Miami Trace) are also possibilities.

State qualifier Black returns at Centerville, but he has met stiff competition in his home area. This has probably been the most volatile area in the State at this weight with McCaffrey nominally the best. The competitor to watch is the freshman Epperson who has the fluidity and moves that suggest that with work he will be a big-time contender -- perhaps as early as this year.

HVY.

PROJECTED CHAMPION: AARON DARDZINSKI (GARFIELD HTS.) 
TOP CONTENDERS

2. Jones (Wadsworth)

3. Kreider (Cloverleaf)

4. Bailey (Cincinnati Princeton)

5. Orr (Cincinnati Northwest) 
6. Nader (Lakewood)

7. Orsky (St. Edward)

8. Faunda (Fitch) 
9. Norris (Findlay)

10. Duncil (Fairfield)

11. Matalka (Gahanna Lincoln) 
12. Smith (Alliance)

13. Millisor (Delaware Hayes)

14. Brown (Pattersdn)

15. Edwards (Toledo St. John) 
16. Tyla (Walsh Jesuit)

17. Colahan (Westland) 

18. Bailey (Hamilton)

19. Lave (Berea)

20. Keaton (Miami Trace) 
21. Salvino (Massillon)

22. Watrob (Strongsville) 
23. Stout (Fremont Ross) 
24. Smith (Stebbins)

25. Purdy (Elida)

During the early 1980s, I had a horrendous spell in choosing Division I heavyweight champions, but somehow (either through close analysis or incredibly good luck -- choose only one) I've been correct the last five years. That streak is in real jeopardy this year as we look at a weight class with no clear favorite; a weight class, in fact, where it would be impossible to choose a top foursome and be comfortable in concluding that there is a 90% chance that the winner will come from that leading quartet. In reality, no one here has a probability of a State title above, say, 15%. This is a very undifferentiated field where week-to-week events constantly shuffle heavyweights into the limelight and then back out again.

During the past two years, 20 of the 27 State champs in Division I have emerged from the Mentor District -- including the last nine weight classes last year. So, playing the percentages, my choice this year is the big Garfield Hts. junior Aaron Dardzinski. Dardzinski missed State qualification by two points last year losing to Nader 5-3. This year he won the lronman in a convincing manner, but was 3rd at Wadsworth being' upset by Emch in an early round (and then thoroughly avenging that loss for 3rd). Dardzinski weighs about 250#, but is a mobile, big man and that could spell the difference. If he or Jones were to win as juniors, they then would, next year, have the opportunity to win a second heavyweight title -- a feat that has never been accomplished by a Division I wrestler since the classes split in 1971. The last big school heavyweight to win two titles was the great Greg Wojciechowski in 1967 and 1968. The only three-time winner was John Marshall's outstanding big man, Jim Dregalla, back in the 1950s.

A trio of heavyweights seem somewhat better than the rest of the field at Mentor -- with Nader and Orsky joining Dardzinski. Nader was 5th last year after finishing 4th in the Mentor District. He is a defensive specialist who is very difficult to score against, but is not real aggressive himself. That almost guarantees a lot of close, low-scoring battles. His only loss VAS to Dardzinski. Orsky was behind State champ King last season, but he has come into his own this year. He was 2nd at the lronman to Dardzinski, 3rd at Medina losing only to the champion Reed and 6th at Alliance after. an injury in the semi-finals. Below this trio are the improving Tyla and the mammoth Lane.

Orr and R. Bailey are both returning State qualifiers who have battled for several years on the Cincinnati mats. I've always favored Orr, but this year Bailey took a convincing 7-1 decision at the SWOCA final to move ahead. Bailey also won at St. Xavier and Fairfield, and this junior will be a threat to anyone in the field. Duncil took the Kenston crown, but didn't make the finals at Fairfield, but has only suffered two defeats this year. Brown was a District semi-finalist last year before losing twice and being eliminated. This year he has roamed around the State meeting some tough opposition. He was 4th at Medina including a win over Matalka. Smith and P. Bailey certainly could crack the top four, while Quay (Sycamore), Catanzaro (Cincinnati Elder) and Walker (Lebanon) are possibilities.

I'm not terrifically impressed with the likely entrants at Hilliard. Matalka was 6th last year, but has struggled big-time this year. He was 5th at Medina and 4th at Perrysburg, but his great size (6' 6", 266#) make him very dangerous. The equally huge Norris has been more consistent, while State qualifier Millisor is inconsistent. There is a further drop-off in quality after this threesome, but with the difficult-to-decipher field, any of them may have an important role to play.

The most intriguing entrant is the junior Bob Jones. We are talking about a superior athlete here. Last year as a 215# sophomore, he racked up a very high percentage of falls while accumulating over 30 wins. He pinned through the Perry District (the longest taking 2:56) and then enjoyed a 49-second fall in the State opening round. An overtime loss to eventual champ Kessler and another to Thompson eliminated him. This year a football injury sidelined him until the third week in January. His first real action was at Alliance where an opening loss in 29 seconds was followed by five wins before a one-point loss to the excellent Majusik put him 5th. I am terribly tempted to choose him, but he may have returned just a little too late. State qualifier Kreider won two State bouts last year and is solid. He was 1 st at Richmond Hts. and 2nd at Wadsworth. Faunda, the Wadsworth champ, is another heavyweight to watch. The win at Wadsworth over Kreider was revenge for a 6-4 District loss in the finals that cost him a State place. Orsky beat Faunda 12-6 at Alliance, but Faunda came back for a 4th. Nick Smith and Keaton could probably qualify at other districts but may be out of luck here -- while Salvino and Hummel (Kent-Roosevelt) are long-shots.

TEAMS
1. Walsh Jesuit -- Last year during the break between the final consolation bouts for 3rd place and the individual title bouts, I calculated that Walsh wrestlers had a combined record of 28-1 with 16 of the wins earning bonus points. By tourney's end, Walsh had five champions, three runners-up and a 3rd place to claim their 4th title in five years with a record 203 team point total -- and that was with Marchette injured. This year they'll win their 5th team title, putting them 3rd on the all-time big school list behind only Maple Hts. and St. Edward. The big three of Marchette, Heskett and Knupp are all awesome and all are only juniors. Favaro, Thompson and Rawlings could help match last years five individual titles (or surpass it) and Mitchell, Sveda, Tyla, Martin and Forsyth are all very good. One last thing, 9 of the 14 starters return next year.

2. St. Edward -- This will make 20 consecutive years that St. Edward has been in the Top Ten and the last 19 will have been in the Top Four. I'm very sure that this team hasn't quite put it all together yet this year, and if they can really mesh, they'll score close to 100 points. Thompson, Kulczycki and Nakamma are their best hopes, but Hrovat, Toyama, Hollo and Orsky have placement potential. Long-shots include Ebert, Fillo and Marcellino, but this team just doesn't have the firepower to catch Walsh.

3. Massillon Perry -- Dave Riggs has put together an outstanding team at Massillon and his real payoff should be this year. Smith, Metzger, Douglas and the two Chandlers are flat out excellent with the four of them having State finalist potential. They'll likely win the designation as having the best public school wrestling team in Ohio, if nothing else.

4. Pickerington -- It seems like they have an outstanding team every year, but if Anderson or Harris can win an individual it will be the first in the school's history. This team should have a lot of State qualifiers, but after the top duo they'll have to hope that people like Lightfoot, Mellor, Hughes or the Vennons get hot.

5. Massillon Jackson -- This is a darkhorse contender for a Top Five slot that is closely tied to Sanders being at least a finalist at 171 #, and Childress, Copeland, Massillon, Nettle and Lindsey wrestling at absolute peak form. The Perry District is tougher than last year, but it's still a friendly district from which to qualify. Massillon Jackson needs to take advantage of that.

6. Dublin Scioto -- This is by no means a great dual meet team, but the quartet of Feeney, Simpson, Gulbrandsen and Homan could put a lot of points on the board. The key will be to get Simpson at the right weight, and for Feeney to whip the tough field at 140#.

7. Garfield Hts. --A team with a plenitude of underclassmen with just enough firepower -- maybe -- to make the Top Ten. Both DiMichele and Dardzinski wrestle at relatively weak, wide open weight classes and they need to use that to their advantage. State qualifiers Vanni and Greene return, but there's not much back up help and both their Sectional and District are rugged.

8. Westland -- A team that has several potential finalists and back-up strength that could playa role at Wright State. Tackett and Je. Moore lead the way at weight classes ideally suited for their skills. Ji. Moore, Newman, Spaulding and Calahan are Wright State possibilities who could score with the right draw.

9. Cincinnati Princeton -- A well-balanced and powerful team that may not have enough "star power" to do well at the State meet. I came close to picking Hill at 112# and Bailey could win as easily as anyone at heavyweight. The question then remains as to whether Black, Brooks, Fox and the Smiths are District wrestlers or State wrestlers.

10. Shaker Hts. -- This is my long shot special. Sharpley and the Greenspans are all at weight classes where solid wrestling will be rewarded. Sharpley needs to have an "out of his mind" weekend, while J. Greenspan draws away from Boross and Root and is a finalist. That leaves B. Greenspan to place, since there is no margin for error.
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